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The subversives 
who lie in wait 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Cassandra: ‘No one but 
a fool would fight on so 
many fronts ... issues 
could leave Blair isolated' 


Conservative and Labour assassins 
came out of the shadows last night, 
threatening John Major and lony Blair, 
and further shaking the unity that both 
parties are seeking to present to voters. 

Lord Tebbit warned from the Right 
that if the Prime Minister ever tried to 
hind Britain into European Monetary 
Union, he would destroy the Conserv- 
ative Party -with freedom- losing Tories 
joining others to create a new. poten- 
tial party of government. 

From the Left, an anonymous 
Labour MP. writing as “Cassandra" in 
Tribune, the left-wing weekly, warned 
that Mr Blair had sown the seeds of his 
own destruction - making so many en- 
emies that he faced a leadership coup 
if he became prime minister. 

The coincidental attacks revealed the 
depth of feeling in both parties against 
the direction being taken by the lead- 
ers: Mr Major balancing precariously 
on the single currency fence: Mr Blair 
forcing the pace of New Labour in the 
face of a Parliamentary party, much of 
which retains traditional Labour values. 

With everything still to fight for in the 


Tony Blair and his henchfolk need to wake up, 
and fast, to the fact that the Tories are starting . ; 
to roll' Leading article, page 17 


long-running campaign for the next elec- 
tion. inflation up 0.6 percentage points 
to 2.7 per cent last month, and the lat- 
est MORI opinion poll showing the 
Tories up five points in a fortnight, yes- 
terday's exposure of party tensions in- 
jected added zest to the battle. 

Lord Tebbit told a meeting of the 
right-wing Conservative 2000 Founda- 
tion last night that a Parliament com- 
posed largely of “pygmies" had 
accepted “a slide towards being little 
more than a provincial assembly with 
subordinate powers to legislate over a 
shrinking portion of our national af- 
faire." He found Mr Major’s stance over 
the 48-hour Working Tune Directive hu- 
miliating. with his talk of bargaining for 
EU pledges to be honoured. 

The former Conservative Party chair- 
man then added insult to that injury, say- 
ing there was little difference between 
the position taken by Mr Major and Mr 
Blair on monetary union; that they were 
both straining every sinew to argue that 


it should not be an election issue. 

“It is time Mr Major realised that an 
attempt by a Conservative government 
to shackle this country into a monetary 
union, which could not but lead to a po- 
litical union, the state called Europe, 
would not just split the present Con- 
servative Party,” Lord Tebbit said. “It 
would destroy it. 

“All those Conservatives who believe 
freedom, independence and democra- 
cy matter above all other political pro- 
grammes would leave to join with 
those of other parties or none who 
shared that view. Such an alliance 
need not be a single issue party. It could 
be a potential party of government-” 

It emerged yesterday that ministers’ 
fear of the currency controversy had led 
them to block backbench demands for 
a full Commons debate about three EU 
documents on monetary union. 

Members of the European Legisla- 
tion Committee put down a Commons 
motion demanding a debate, but they 


have no power to force the issue on to 
the floor of the House. 

Monetary union also featured as 
one of the internal Labour crises that 
faced Mr Biair if he was elected Prime 
Minister, according to Tribune’s “Cas- 
sandra ”. 

Hie author, described as a “senior" 
MP with front-bench experience, said 
that the single currency; taxation and 
public spending, the minimum wage, 
trade union rights, and devolution 
were all on the immediate agenda for 
a Labour Government. 

“No one but a fool would choose to 
fight on so many fronts, yet all these is- 
sues will come to a head by the end of 
next year and could combine to leave 
the leader isolated and weakened be- 
yond recovery. 

“With Robin Cook having built the 
strongest reputation since John Smith,” 
the article said, “there will be no short- 
age of MPs during next year's summer 
of discontent prepared to accept that 
the damage caused by an internal 
palace coup will be less of a problem 
for the party in the long-run than the 
greater risk of being led by a lender 
whose policies and personal beliefs are 
shared by only a small minority." 




Tebbit: ‘An attempt 
to shackle this country 
into monetary union 
would destroy the parly’ 


I started, so now I’ll finish . . . 


Marianne Macdonald 

Media Correspondent 

“I've started so J'JJ finish," s3ys 
Magnus Magnussun. and yesterday 
the BBC announced he will indeed 
finish - for good. A quarter of a cen- 
tury of interrogations in the notori- 
ous black chair draws to a close next 
year, with the end of Mastermind. 

Launched in September 1972. the 
cerebral quiz has become as much a 
pan of Britain’s popular culture as 
Coronation Street. Bui the BBC said 
yesterday that the show was drawing 
to the end of its natural life. “Al- 
though the programme is looking as 
fresh and vital as ever, and is at- 
tracting a wide range of contestants 
- from punk rockers to vicars - no 
programme lasts forever." said John 
whiston. head of youth and enter- 
tainment features tor BBC Television. 

The BBC is working on plans for 
a documentary to mark the passing 
of the series, and a “spectacular fi- 
nal". New ideas are also being de- 
veloped for shows “to take the 
tradition cif Mastermind forward for 
the future". 

Much of Mastermind ’s success was 
due to its unflappably grave host. 
Magnussnn. who was occasionally 
forced to stop the clock when he 
stumbled over a particularly ab- 
struse pronunciation. 

The Icelandic-born presenter, who 
Is writing a hook of memoirs, was 
knighted in IW but cannot use his 
title, because he is not British. 

He was consulted about the deci- 
sion and agreed with it. the BBC said. 

“Every good thing has to come to 
an end - and 1 would rather it end- 
ed with a bang than a whimper. We 
will be retiring from the scene when 
we are still on the crest, and 1 shall 
treat this last series as a celebration," 
the presenter commented. 


Mastermind questions answered 


The highest total score (41)' was 
achieved by Kevin Ashman in 1995. 
His specialist subjects were Martin 
Luther King and civil rights movement, 
the history of the Western film and the 
Zulu war 

The show was created by Bill Wright, 
inspired by the grillings Germans gave 
him as a PoW. 

The chair is the original chair, used from 
the first series to the present day. It 


is a hybrid of two commercially avail- 
able [in 1972) chairs. 

Of the 23 winners, 16 are men and 
7 are women 

A taxi driver Fred Housego. tube dri- 
ver Christopher Hughes and a hospi- 
tal driver Ian Meadows were winners 
between 19 80 and 1985 

It is TV's second longest running quiz 
show after Questran of Sport. 


In fact. Mosermind had fallen from 
a high of 20m viewers in its cariv years 
in a prime-time slot. As interest 
waned, it was moved to Monday 
nights, where it was watched by less 
lhan 6 million earlier this year. 

Bui it has been a touchstone for 
h 'me of the social changes since the 
early 1970s. not least the huge 
growth of interest in trhi a. which has 
made fortunes for those who cashed 
in tin the fascination. 

The second-longest running 
quiz on television — second only to 
.-t tjnesrion of Sport — its format was 
created bv Bill Wright, a prisoner of 
war in German), to echo the in- 
quisitorial atmosphere in the 
camps. His main prop was the black 
chair, in which contestants nervous- 
ly awaited Mr Magnusson's rapid-fire 
questions on general knowledge or 
a special topic of their choice. These 
have ranged from British poisoners 
to punk rock and beekeeping. 

The sinister title music was aLso de- 
viated to induce l he tension of a Nazi 
w.ir camp. Entitled Approaching 
Menace by Neil Richardson, it was 
commissioned to create a mood of 
impending doom. 

Leading article, page 17 



British forces off 
to Africa today 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defe nce Correspondent 

A British general flew to the US 
by Concorde yesterday to fi- 
nalise the size, shape and mis- 
sion of the international force 
to intervene in Zaire. 

As ambassadors to the Unit- 
ed Nations met in New York. 
Lieutenant-General Alex 
Hailey, Deputy Chief of the De- 
fence Staff l Commitments), 
was bending for urgent talks in 
’Washington. 

The first British reconnais- 
sance team-s including 40 spe- 
cialists from various branches of 
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the armed force*., leave for 
Africa today. 

Michael Purl ill* ». Secretary of 
State fur Defence, told the 
Commons: “We must prepare 
ourselves now for action," He 
said British troops would not go 
if he did not think the mission 
was “achievable" and said the 
rules of engagement still need- 
ed to be established. 

But a large British force, 
probably headed In' 5th Air- 
borne Brigade headquarters, 
is expected to leave very soon. 

The international force will 
be deployed under Chapter 
Seven of the UN Charter, which 
sanctions action by land, sea and 
air to restore peace between bel- 
ligerent parlies. Although it 
wDl focus on humanitarian aid. 
it will be able to act in a much 
tougher fashion lhan UN troops 
in Bosnia were able to. 

Further reports, pages 2 and 15 


An ostrich dish to die for 


Katherine Butler 

Brussels 


V 


Diners in some of Europe’s 
trendicst restaurants are faced 
with an alarming dilemma after 
the outbreak of the latest food 
scare. A tropical disease which 
has been likened to the deadly 
Eboia virus is now threatening 
to do for booming sales of os- 
trich meat what BSE has done 
for beef. 

The European Commission 
slapped an indefinite ban yes- 
terday on imports of live os- 
triches and ostrich meat from 
South Africa after an outbreak 
of Congo-Crimean fever, a 
highly unpleasant disease which 
in humans causes massive 
haemorrhaging and degenera- 
tion of the body's organs. EU 
scientific and veterinary ex- 
perts advised the ban after the 
death of a worker in a South 
African ostrich abattoir. Fifteen 
other people are reported to be 

3 


seriously ill following exposure 

to the infection in the some 
premises. 

Congo-Crimean fever is a 
tick-bornc disease which in hu- 
man victims causes internal 
and external bleeding leading to 
the collapse of body organs. It 
is fatal in about 3(KT of cases. 
Veterinary experts suspect the 
infection may be more virulent 
in ostriches lhan in other ani- 
mals. South African researchers 
are conducting urgent research 
to establish the risks to human 
health. 

The ban. which could be dis- 
astrous for South Africa's thriv- 
ing ostrich industry, has angered 
the authorities in’ Pretoria who 
said they would lodge an offi- 
cial complaint given that the 
outbreak was eonfi'*'*'* to one 
slaughterhouse. 

The ELI imports about 800 
tonnes a year of ostrich meat 
from South Africa, according to 
the European Ostrich Associ- 





at ion. South Africa’s industry is 
by far the biggest: of the 200,000 
animals slaughtered annual- 
Iy,160 000 are raised there. 

South Africa pioneered os- 
trich farming over lOOyeaisago 
but the industry is in its infan- 


cy in Europe. There are some 
5,000 Ostrich farmers in Eu- 
rope, mostly in Holland, and 
more in the US. 

Ironically, demand for os- 
trich, kangaroo and other exotic 
meals has soared in ihe wake of 
the BSE scare which has caused 
consumption of beef to fall by 
up to 4tfo. With a taste and a 
texture somewhere in between 
chicken and beef, it is screed 
grilled like steak. It had start- 
ed to take off in Britain in the 
last year ( unlike the bird, which 
is flightless). But the latest 
scare is likely to do it no good, 
even though it is only supplies 
from South Africa which have 
been questioned. 

Most of the ostrich meat 
eaten in Britain comes from do- 
mestic producers, and there is 
no reason to think it carries any 
health risk at all. Our beef may 
be suspect, but good old tradi- 
tional British ostrich is still 
perfectly safe to eat 
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BT share move 

BT has begun negotiations with 
the Government in an attempt 
to remove its protection against 
takeovers provided since pri- 
vatisation by the “golden share" 
in the company. Page 20 

Thatcher warning 

Baroness Thatcher told her 
Chinese hosts in Peking of her 
dismay at recent harsh sen- 
tences for dissidents, warned 
China not to block access to the 
Internet, and predicted that 
economic reform would lead to 
changes in the way the country 
is governed. Page 12 

Cash for sport 

Britain’s Olympic medallists 
welcomed the largest funding 
package for sport. I IwiD provide 
millions to help talented indi- 
viduals. Page 6 
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A ringside view at Belshazzar’s Feast 


It was one of those days when 
no one could agree what coun- 
try they were living in. 

Recently a]) parties have 
signed up" for the idea that 
morals are declining, children 
revolting, parents hopeless, 
teachers heroic or feckless (ac- 
cording to whether or not they 
get beaten up), dangerous men- 
tal patients marauding, stalkers 
stalking and our armed forces 
are the best in the world. All this 
is unconiroversial. 

Bui when the economy is the 
subject of debate, this gloomy 
consensus goes out of the win- 
dow. Sir Sydney Chapman (Con 
Chipping Barnet) started it at 
Prime Minister's Question 
Time with praise for the latest 
fall in unemployment, “the 



largest for two years, underlin- 
ing yet again the success of the 
Government's policies". 

Yes, said the PM. joblessness 
was falling “in a way that can- 
not be said of anywhere else in 
Europe". Once, of course, it was 
rising in a a wav that could not 

be said of anywhere else in Eu- 
rope - but that was due to ad- 
verse trade cycles. 


So here we have a picture 
which - like the medieval Alle- 
gory of Good Government in 
Siena Town Hall - depicts the 
British Paradise; a scene of in- 
dustrious happiness, where con- 
tented cod-pieced citizens 
bustle about their trade, while 
dusky foreign merchants and in- 
vestors (dazzled by what they 
see) wander amongst the white, 
positive-equitied towers. 

Such is not Labour's view. 
What about today’s rise in in- 
flation, asked Tony Blair; infla- 
tion which was leading to a 
sharp rise in long-term interest 
rates. How could ail this be 
squared with Lhe PM*s state- 
ments about his inflation tar- 
gets? In his Allegoty of Bad 
Government, an indebted peo- 


ple are encouraged by a squalid 
leadership to ignore the shab- 
biness around them, the broken 
tiles and dead dogs, and spend, 
spend, spend as though there 
was tomorrow. 

Only after the next election 
will the bills fall due and the chil- 
dren start to die. 

The Prime Minister had 
quite a simple way of explain- 
ing the divergence between 
these two images- the idiocy of 
Mr Blair and anyone who 
agreed with him. “I know that 
the retail price figures are com- 
plex to understand” (“Oooh, 
he's getting nasty!” thought the 
Tory backbenches, wriggling 
happDy), "So I will explain 
them to the Right Honourable 
Gentleman” (“Ob yes!”, they 


murmured). Mr Blair persisted 
•with one of those Brownian 
league tables that we arc always 
near the bottom o£ 

Back g»mt» a rampant John ; 
Major. “He ready doesn't un- 
derstand!” (“Yes, yes, yes!" 
they cried). “It’s genuine, he 
doesn’t understand iti (“Oh! oht 
ohP) “They are as incapableaf 
running the economy as they are 
of understanding It!" (“More! 
MoreT they chorused, in some- 
thing closeto an ecstasy of nas- 
tiness). 

"When Tone got up for bis 
third bile he could hardly be 
heard. Extraordinary animalis- 
tic yetis, not unlike those that 
must have been heard round lhe 
Colosseum on Eat the Christ- 
ian Day, or during the best bit 


of Belshazzar's Feast, almost 
drowned him out. The louder 
it got, the more the Labour 
leader resorted to visual com- 
munication - in the form of an 
upthrust index finger - as 
though he. might puncture the 
brown, flatulent bubble oflbry 
noise in front of him. 'He didn't. 

When be sat down, a happy 
Major rubbed it in, October’s nt 
flatiori, he said, was the “fourth 
best we havetetown in October 
since the war!" Clearly Good 
Government. But by the time 1 
had got back to my word- 
processor Labour's cornput- • 
erised rapid-rebuttal unit had 1 
c alculat ed that “since 1956, 
flation was lower in Octobers: 
1958/59/60/63/64/67/93 andPT. 

Bad Government, obviously. 


Charges over 

£ 70 m‘drug 

laundering' 

A money dealer has been ; - 
chained with laundering . 
£70b of drugs proceeds, fe- 
emerged last night. Ossama 
el-Kurd, owner of the ? \ ; 
N oiling Hill Exchange bureau 
de. change in west Londq^, ' 
was charged with cosveftmg 
the sterling into assorted - ; 
currencies, knowing or 
suspecting the money to be • 
the proceeds of drug- 



A Customs and Excise 
spokesman said that el-Kurd, 
ofNotting HiU Gate, was - 
charged trader the Dnigs .. 
Ttaf&fcmg Act 1994 and 
rtabtoded in custody until a . 
later date following an 


Grovernors to 
decide fete of 
five-year-old , 

School governors were •* " c 
meeting last night to decide 
whether to confirm the - 
permanent exclusion of a . 
-five-year-old boy. Ryan 
Harrison has already been; 
temporarily excluded from / 
BuchficW Primary School, 
GBdersome, Leeds, for -- 
allegedly biting another pupil 
-a charge his mother denies. 

If permanently excluded;-' 
be would join the handful Of 
Other craven at the very i> 
begMiag of primary school 
whOTi teachers tmvederided 
are Uxn^sxxxptivc to handle. 
Leeds GtyCooncfl said the . 
schooTs head had acted S- 
becanseof 




Hyof 
court 


onmagBtrates behaviour”. 


Mare smog 
is forecast 

Poor air quality is forecast in 
many of Britain’s towns and 
cities today. London's first; 


Doctors warn 


over the capital throughout 
this week, produced by a /. 
combination of cold, still 
weather combined with 
fumes from traffic, industry 
and power stations. 
Recording stations at several 
roadside sites measured 
nitrogen dioxide levels in the 
Government's “poor" band. 

- r.Bkrlfer in the week, 
in Leeds, Liverpool, 
Middlesbrough and 
Southampton, unsafe levels 
of benzene, created by traffic, 
were found. Nicholas Schoon 


Singing for peace; Badesiti Kakande and members of the African Children's Choir rehearsing in Leeds. Die children, many of then* victims of war and now in orphanages 

and schools in Uganda, are touring Europe. One chorister said she hoped their message of peace would be heard by all Zaire crisis f page IS Photograph: Steve Forrest 
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party history in haze 


And that’s just the doctor. 


John Rentoul 

Political Correspondent 

Is it legitimate to ask politicians 
if they took drugs Mien young? 
Paddy Ashdown, the Liberal 
Democrat leader, insisted that 
it was not yesterday, when asked 
the question by an Oxford stu- 
dent journalist 
Mr Ashdown, who is op- 
posed to the legalisation of 
cannabis, refused to give a di- 
rect answer when asked if he 
had ever taken illegal drugs by 
a reporter from Oxford Uni- 
versity newspaper CherwelL 


in his Westminster office, Mr 
Ashdown hesitated before re- 
plying; “I don’t ... sorry I do 
not ... the moment you ask me' 
that question, yon immediate- 
ly have the right to ask anyone 
else that question, and 1 do not 
accept the validity of the ques- 
tion. 

“What people do in their pri- 
vacy is entirely up to them. It’s 
not'a matter for journalists,” 

Just before the interview 
ended, Mr Ashdown asked to 
return to the subject and give 
a more considered response. 

“The answer to your question 
is that what all of iis did m some 
distant moment of our youth is 
a matter for them, but it's not 
a matter for politicians today. 


The moment you ask that ques- 
tion you are entitled to go 
round and ask other people it,” 
he said. 

Tbday’s edition of CherweU 
contains only this second an- 
swer, but the whole interview 
was tape-recorded. 

Yesterday, Mr Ashdown 
elaborated further “What mat- 
ters is where I stand today - 1 
am totally opposed to the le- 
galisation of thugs." 

He said he had visited drug- 
ridden estates in Peckham, 
south London, and Moss Side, 
Manchester “I suggest that 


and you will soon see the effects 
of drugs that are so corrosive 
and do damage to our society. 
Legalisation is not an option." 

The issues divisive within the 
Liberal Democrats, who voted 
to set up an inquiry into the de- 
crtminalisation of cannabis at 
their 1994 party conference. 
The motion was moved by Chris 
Davies, the MP elected last 
year in the Littlebo rough and 
Saddleworth by-election, who 
was subjected to sustained at? 
tack from Labour for being 
“high on tax and soft on drugs". 

Tony Blair, the Labour 


to President Clinton's difficul- 
ties with the same issue, “if I 
had, you can be sure I would 
have inhaled”. 

A spokesman for the Prime 
Minister said: “It is an absurd 
question to ask. As far as we 
know, the Prime Minister has 
never been asked it If he were 
asked, the answer would be 
’No*." 

David Evans, the robustly 
populist Tory MP for Welwyn 
Hatfield, demanded Mr Ash- 
down's head. “If he has taken 
illegal drugs — however long 3 go 
does not matter - then he 


Lsation should do what I did - er used illegal drugs, although and resign from the Commons, 
go and live there for a few days he did once add, in a reference he said. 

Red faces over drugs files theft 


Universities 
ask to expand 

Britain faces economic 
decline and the growth of an 
underclass if universities are 
not allowed to expand, vice- 
chancellors have told Sir Ron 
Dealing's inquiry into the 
ftiturerif higher education. 

. In. fcs response to the 
inqm|yipthe Committee of 
Vice, Chancellors arid 
Principals said that anyone 
".who 

- At present foe proportion 
of young people entering 
Tiugher edutmdn" te capped at 
-just under a third. The 
universities say that a rise in 
the number of lS-year-olds 
alone could swell the 
university population by a 
quart erin die next seven 
years. Frtxn Abrams 

Tolstoy stands 
in tty-election 

Count Nicolai Iblstoy, the 
author and historian, was 
named yesterday as the UK 
Independence Party 
candidate for the the by- 
election in the Labour-held 
seat of Barnsley East. It is 
expected that the by-election 
in the staunch mining 
constituency will take place 
on 12 November. 

Alan Sked, leader of the 
anti-European party, also 
announced that Dr Richard 
North, a food and fanning 
consultant, would be its 
candidate in tbe by-election 
for theTbiy-held Wirral 
South seat Colin Brown 


Doctors last night wanted ' - -' v 
parents about a new toy craze 
that left a baity dead and a ' 
young girl critically QL Both 
children accidcai;a% 
swallowed small balloons that 
are being sold to increasing 
numbers of children as 
“water bombs”. ' 

- In the first of the two . 
incidents in Bradford, West . 
Yorkshire, a Six-month-old . 

" girl died after one of the 
balloons became trapped in 
her throat. Elena daystofer,- 
in the same city, a seven-, 
year-old pri sucked the water 
bomb down her throat after 
apparently trying to blow it 
up as if it were a balloon. 

The girl was on a life 
support machine in the . 
intensive care unit of 
Bradford Royal. Infirmary 
yesterday. - 


Protest grows 
over sacking 

Parents protesting against the 
sacking of the headmaster at 
Cheltenham College have 
threatened to stop paying 
fees unless its governors 
resign. 

They plan to withhold the 
money until Peter Wilkes, 
dismissed after the school 
dropped from number 47 to- 4 
205 in school league tables, is 
reinstated. An inquiry into 
the dispute is being carried 
out by Tony Higgins, chief 
executive of the Universities 
and Colleges Admissions 
Service. Fran Abrams 

Judge attacks 
in-flight drink 

A judge yesterday criticised 
airlines for making alcohol - 
too easily available after 
hearing bow an American 
high on drink and drugs 
turned a Virgin Airlines 
transatlantic trip into a 
“flight from hell". 

Staff on the flight from 
Orlando, Florida, to 
Manchester last month were 
so alarmed at 37-year-old 
James Mullahy’s violent 
behaviour that the captain 
ordered the flight deck doors 
should be locked. . 

Mullahy, from Palm Coast, 
Florida, who was taking 
medication, was sentenced at 
Manbchester Crown Court to 
the maximum two years’ 
imprisonment. 


Foes detailing Customs anti Ex- 
cise’s most sensitive operations 
against drugs dealers have 
been stolen from a car in south 
London, writes Ian Burrell. 

The incident is the latest in 
a series of embarrassing reve- 
lations concerning police and 
customs officers which are on- 
derm hiding the war on organ- 
ised drugs smuggling. 

Each of the stolen files would 
have contained intelligence re- 
ports on major drug traffickers, 


with names of informants and 
police and cos toms officers 
working on the operation. 

A Customs spokesman said: 
“We have taken what steps we 
can to minimise the damage 
caused to an; operations in 
which the officer was involved.'* 

A report wfll be sent to the 
Crown Prosecution Service next 
week on one of Britain's most 


Detectives from Thames \hl- 
ky police have spent two years 


and eight months on the rela- 
tionship between one of tbe 
country's biggestjdrngs harons, 
a Tory MP and police officers. 

The investigation, code- 
named Operation Mantis, was 
ordered by tbe Police Com- 
plaints Authority after the col- 
lapsed prosecution of Brian 

f?mn4n glnn | Hw> maw toymm l nf 

the import of 1.5 tonnes of co- 
caine into Ihesskle in 1992. The 
report wffl also refer to Tim De- 
vlin, MP for Stockton South. 
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Blair branded weakest leader in memory 


In Radio Times this week, Andrew Duncan analyses the 
neurologist Dr. Oliver Sacks, about his problems, his patients 
and his personality. You'd be mad to miss k. 

‘Ifedtolimes 

IT’S NOT WHAT YOU EXPECT. 



TltefoBoiving is cm edited version 
of the article in Tribune by 
Cassandra, said to be a senior 
Labour MP 

Given the results in Tony Blair’s 
Road to the Manifesto pleb- 
iscite and his iron grip on the 
party machine, it seems both 
bizarre and unbelievable to 
suggest that he could become 
the shortest serving prime min- 
ister of this century. But behind 
the facade of unity and disci- 
pline the reality is that Tony 
Blair's position as leader of 
the Labour Party is weaker 
than of any leader in memory. 

The last time a Labour leader 
faced anything like a serious 
challenge was when Harold 
Wilson stood against Hugh 
Gaiiskell in 1961. Even with 
such a formidable opponent, 
Gaiiskell was able to survive. 


Anonymous ‘Tribune’ article challenges fitness of Labour chief 


But the success of previous 
Labour leaders has rested on 
loyal support from the right 
wing majority inside the Par- 
liamentary Labour Party and a 
dose working relationship with 
the main trade union leaders. 

This is Blair's weakness. He 
is unaware of just bow wide- 
spread is the dissatisfaction 
and outrfght anger at the style 
of his leadership and policies 
among those MPs who put him 
in theleadership. Starting with 
tbe anger over choice of a 
school for his son and running 
up to the expensive irrelevance 
of the Road to the Manifesto, I 
have never known Labour MPs 
to be so bitterly and personal- 
ly critical of their leader. 


Blair has also squandered the 
traditional loyalty of the trade 
union leaders. Irmay get good 
headlines in the Tory press to 
have your spin doctors rubbish 
Bill Morris and John Edmoncte 
but this overlooks the fact Blair 
will have to rely on these men 
to stave off conference defeats 
once Labour is in government. 

To make matters worse there 

is also the bhint reality that ‘foity 
Blair is in a minority within his 
own Shadow Cabinet an key is- 
sues concerning the welfare 
state and trade union rights. In 
the past, leaders could rely 
upon a solid block of support- 
ers in the Cabinet, but the scale 
of mutual loathing between 
Tony Blair, John Prescott, Gor- 


don Brown and Margaret Beck- 
ett is so blatant it has become 
public knowledge. 

It is against this background 
that a Labour government will 
take office next spring and face 
several crises. Within the first 
few months, Blair will have to 
resolve the conflict between 
Brown and Cook on whether or 
not Britain should be in the first 
wave of EU states joinin g mon- 
etary union. Gordon Brown in- 
tends to introduce a .mini- 
Budget to replace what we in- 
herit from Kenneth Clarke thus 
opening all the major fissures on 
taxation and public spending. 

The attempt to push through 
Scottish and Welsh devolution 
is unlikely to be made any eas- 


ier, whatever the outcome of the 
referendum plans, as English 
voters wifl have no say and those 
dinosaurs on the back benches 
who are opposed to devolution 
will not feel inhibited about re- 
running the wrecking game that 
wasted so much of our time in 
the Seyenlies. While it has, so 
far, been only the hard Left and 
the Trotskyile grouplets who 
have been ranting on about 
these issues, once pre-election 
unity is no longer required, all 
these changes have the poten- 
tial to reavraken the sort of civ- 
il war that disfigured the party 
during the Bennite challenge. 

No one but a fool would 
choose to fight on so many 
fronts yet -all these issues wifi 


come to a head by the end of 
next year and could combine to 
leave the leader isolated and 
weakened beyond recovery. 

With Robin Cook having 


reputation since John Smith, 
there will be no shortage of MPT. 
prepared to accept that the. 
damage caused by. an internal 
palace coup will be less pf a . 
problem in the long run than foe 
greater risk of being led by a ’ 
leader whose policies and pot . 
sonal beliefs are shared by oaty 
a small minority of the PUt ~ 
When power starts to £jip; 
away. Blair will find that rule 
books and constitutions cahoot ; 
ward off the real political forces 
that come into play. Labour ' 
could soon find that it too hss\ 
the “men in grey suits" it 
thought were unique feature of 
the Tory party. 
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The Church divided 


A gay service 
has become the 
biggest row 
since women's 
ordination 

Andrew Brown 

The service of gay and lesbian 
celebration at Southwark 
Cathedral tomorrow, has be- 
come die focus of die biggest 
row in the Church of England 
since the ordination of women. 
- More than 2,000 people w31 
travel from all over the cotmtiv 
for a day-long festival to mark 
the 20tb anniversary of the Les- 
bian and Gay Christian Move- 
ment It wiD be attended by three 
En glish bishops, supported by 
the beads of four Anglican 
churches around the world, 
among them Desmond Tutu - 
aud attacked by traditionalists 
with an impassioned mixture of 
prayer and propaganda. 

More than 30 churches wiH 
bold gatherings of prayer and re- 
pentance against the service. 
Most of them belong to Reform, 
a network of conservative evan^ 
gelical churches which is also op- 
posed to the ordination of 
women. The Reform churches 
have threatened various degrees 
of separation from the official 
church over the issue. 

Reform leaders insist they are 
not homophobic, and that they 
treat gays as individuals com- 
passionately. “This service is not 
about a pastoral problems'” said 
the Rector of Jesmond, the 
Rev David Holloway, yesterday. 
“You’re dealing with apolitical 
issue, about how to order soci- 
ety and the church." The service 
has shocked e vangelical opinion 
inside and outside the church. 

Supporters of the movement 
see it as an opportunity for the 
church to show the world that 
homosexuals can have an hon- 
oured place, after centuries of 
persecution. Caught in the mid- 
dle are the cathedral authorities, 
and most bishops of the Church 
of England, who feel they can 
neither support open homo- 
sexuality nor force Jt back into 
the doset. 

The only thing to unite both 
sides is agreement that the 
Church’s present position is 
ridiculous and ilIbgicdL In fect, 
there are atieast three pcanoos. 
The first, adopted by the Gen- 
eral Synod in 1987, is that “ho- 
mosexual genital acts ... fell 
short of the ideal _ and must 
be met with a call to repen- 
tance". This coexists uneasily 
with a House of Bishops’ report 
in 1991 which said the laity 
might in some circumstances 
have homosexual relationships, 
but priests might noL Both 
these statements contradict the 
third, unofficial, position, which 
was the one actually adopted by 
the House of Bishops until vejy 
recently: “Don’t do it in the 
street and frighten the horses.” 

The mast recent official po- 
sition- the bishops’ 1991 report 
-is not far in practice from the 
position of other mainstream de- 
nominations, such as Catholics 
and Methodists. There, just as 
in the Chinch of England, it is 
possible for homosexual lay 
people to be accepted in some 
co ngre g a tions: Whaunakesthe 
Chinch of England a uniquely 
difficult case is the existence of 
a fairly large and self-confident 
body of gay priests. • 

Both Lord Runde, the for- 
mer Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and the former Bishop of 
Durham,- Dr David Jenkins, 
admitted to having knowingly 
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4 The gay movement is our 
cathedral if it is anyone’s ’ 
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There is something ironic at best, and 
frightening at worst, that the Lesbian 
and Gay Christian Movement's 20ib 
anniversary gathering in Southwark 
Cathedral tomorrow should need de- 
fending, or justifying. 

Homosexual acts are legal - and 
have been for nearly 30 years. The 
Church of England, along with most 
of the other mainstream denomina- 
tions, has concluded that homosexu- 
ality is an identity not a deed, that gay 
is something that you are. rather 
than something that you do - and a 
state of being cannot of its nature (and 
God's nature) be “a sin". (That some 
gay people would dispute this defin- 
ition is irrelevant in relation to 
whether or not the Church of England 
should allow the meeting: its own po- 
sition and definition are what count 
here.) 

Despite these facts, rampant prej- 
udice -in the forms of increased dan- 
ger of violence, employment 
discrimination, housing restrictions, 
permitted public behaviour, access to 
children, to name but a few - contin- 


The case for 


9* 


Sara 

Maitland, 

novelist and 

theologian 


ucs. Daily, through public vilification, 
negative representation, and complex 
disingenuous lies, non-gay people 
have their prejudices fed and their de- 
sire to hate encouraged by our media, 
our betcrosexis! culture, and our Gov- 
ernment's policies. 

This causes real mental distress 
{the vulnerability to depression, self- 
harm and suicide of young gay and les- 
bian humans who' arc very often 
wantonly deprived of access to those 
who could help them is well docu- 
mented). 

Homosexuals - quite separate from 
their own actual sexual practice - are 


treated as and feel themselves to be 
marginalised, villaiaised isolated and 
scapegoated. This makes lesbians and 
gay men. as individuals and ,ks a 
community, a group who ha\e a 
specific, gospel-based. Jesus-led. call 
on the Churches' charity and support. 

The whole theory of sexuality is cur- 
rently an issue of interest to the wider 
Christian community: all Christians 
have an obligation to discuss, debate 
and consider it. A group of Christians 
who are personally concerned with this 
pressing question wish to come to- 
gether and do so. 

LGCM is a Christian organisation. 
Its members therefore are a part of the 
people of God, the Body of Christ, (he 
Church. It is our cathedral as much as 
anyone’s. 

Simply, the burden of proof lies not 
with LGCM but with those who object 
to the LGCM gathering, because the 
only 1 “reason” I can think of is that there 
are people who cannot tolerate any- 
one else having prayer and fun from 
which they have let their fears exclude 
them. 
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: The Provost just cannot 
hope to get away with it : 



Ml God’s ^ treaties* Main and woman in stained glass at Southwark Cathedral Photograph: 


That the Church of England is in two 
minds about homosexuality is hardly 
a secret It is a church m which arch- 
bishops of York seem to inhabit grey 
areas, and bishops of Durham perhaps 
something altogether more colourful. 

But the church is struggling to come 
to a common mind, and shows every 
sign of reaching a shared opinion, as 
it is bound by its title deeds to do. with 
a proper pastoral concern for all its 
members and in due deference to the 
authority of scripture. 

Such a process of discernment is 
necessarily slow and reflective. The 
“rights" of homosexuals - if they are 
rights -are not the only issues at sake. 
As with other contentious issues -mar- 
riage discipline, for example, or the or- 
dination of women - fundamental 
theological questions are raised. 

The Lesbian and Gay Christian 
David Rose Movement has effectively decided 


The case against 


The Rev Geoffrey Kirk, of 
St Stephen's, Lewisham 

most of these issues to its own satis- 
faction. It has believes in. absolute par- 
ity between homosexual and 
heterosexual relations in the ethical un- 
derstanding of the church. This is far 
from the position of the General Syn- 
od or even of the House of Bishops in 
its document. Issues in Human Sexuahty. 

Why then should the Provost of 
Southwark, Colin Slee, have allowed 
the movement use of the cathedral for 
a celebration of its 20th anniversary of 
campaigning to overturn that position? 

Mr Slee argues that cathedrals in 
some sense belong to the nation, and 
that in an established church they 


should be open to all who wish to pray 
in them. He does not pry into the fi- 
nancial dealings of city companies 
who request carol services, and in 
the same way be does not ask questions 
about what the members of the LGCM 
respectively, get up to under their 
duvets. 

This bold and mendacious Eras- 
tianism must command a grudging ad- 
miration. But the provost cannot hope 
to get away with it. The decision of the 
Chapter at Southwark to allow the cel- 
ebration cannot be passed off as open- 
or even-, handedness. They chose to 
favour, in an all-out political campaign 
for the soul of the Church of England, 
an opinion which the church at large 
has only recently rejected. 

If they uphold the principles and 
aims of LGCM let them say so un- 
equivocally. Then at least they could 
hope to command a degree of respect 


A hymn written Ibr the South- 
wark festival by the former 
Bishop of Glasgow and 
Galloway, the Rt Rev Derek 
Rawdiffe; 

Onward, Christian homos. 
Marching out with pride. 
Queers and fogs and drag 
queens 

Walking side by side, 
j We are not divided, 

All one body we. 

Gay and lesbian Christians, 

! For equality. 

Onward Christian homos 


ordained practising homosexu- 
als. Several serving diocesan 
bishops admit it privately. Many 
more shelter the homosexual 
clergy they have inherited. 

when the Bishop of South- 
wark, the Rt Rev Roy William- 
son. suggested last year that he. 
too, would be prepared to or- 
dain practising homosexuals if 
they met all the other criteria 
for ordination, he was rapidly 
made to retract and forced off 
the board of an evangelical so- 
ciety. His diocese covers Lon- 


Marching side by side, 

&ad to own our gayness. 

Glad to walk with pride 

We will not be hidden, 

We will not be dumb. 

Out of fearful closets 
Gladly we have come. 
Christian gays and lesbians. 
We will now be heard. 
Claiming our acceptance. 

By our loving Lord 

Onward Christian homos 
Marching side by side. 

Glad to own our gayness, 
Glad to walk with pride . 

don south of the Thames, while 
the diocese of London covers 
the city north of the river. 

The two have much the high- 
est concentration of gay priests 
in Engfend. One well-placed ob- 
server suggested to me that 
under the previous Bishop of 
London, the'Rt Rev David 
Hope, there were about 200 
priests in the diocese who had 
active homosexual relation- 
ships. Dr Hope himself was one 
of ten hishops “ou ted” by a pres- 
sure group, and subsequently 


Onward Christian homos, 
Raise a joyful song. 

Though the church may 
spurn us, 

That’s where we belong. 
Bishops shall not fright us, 
Homophobes must flee. 
Hand in hand we celebrate 
Our sexuality. 

Onward Christian homos 
Marching side by side, 

Glad to own our gayness, 
Glad to walk with pride 


announced that Ids sexuality was 
a “grey area”, though one that 
he had never explored. He is 
now Archbishop of York. 

There is no prospect of an 
early resolution. The Archbish- 
op of Canterbury, Dr George 

^Sristians^mco^E^rate on 
more urgent matters. But con- 
servatives, like Dr Holloway, see 
this as an issue on which they can 
defeat creeping liberalism, while 
to the gays and their supporters, 
it is' a simple issue of justice. 
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Farewell to innocence as shops ban 


■lojo Mayes '; , ■ 

It was one . of the more de- 
pressing revelations of Christ- 
mas presenr .the- Qey/s that 
some, shops jiaye banned tm- 

accomparoe^jldieafrom s it- 

tingon Santa’since becaaseOf 


‘ Children’s welforecfaaxilies 

and a leading children's lawyer . 

yesterday backed the decision 
~ by shops,indiKfing Selfridges, 
to follow the policy, in order to 
avoid any threat of legal action. 

Peggy Ray, a memberof the . 
Solicitors’ - FhmOyV Taw 
Association’s- - children's 
committee, said it was fc mrmwm 
sense” to. have - in 

Saatto grotto. 

“It is .a potential opportuni- 
ty for a determined abuser to 
abuse, so as a matter of 
common sense and- good 
practice it would be advisable 
to have another person there,'' 
Ms Ray. said. - ; ■ v; . 

“T don’t dunk, strops hare to, 
check their Santas out Having 
a register of. convicted pae- 
dophiles would help, although 
thereare a huge number of sus- 



seasonal Image no longer: shops legal action 

win no longer allow youngsters tosrton Santa s knee 


pected paedophiles out^ there 
who would not be on it." . 

A spokesman for the 
National Society for Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children . said 
“Some young people can be 
scared -of. visiting unfamiliar 
environments and meeting 
strangers- - The NSPCC would 
recommend that adults 
accompany Their children when 

visiting Santa Claus." 


Richard Cain, manager of 
Clay’s Garden Centre in 
Sunderland, where children 
must be accompanied bv a 
parent, said it was a sensible 
_ precaution. “It is just a common 
sense policy feat we have had 
for a couple of yeais. It’s a sad 
sign of our times.” 

Selfridges in Oxford Street 
said it had always required 
parents to be present when 


children entered Santa’s 
Grotto. A spokeswoman said: 
“We have had the same Santa 
for years and he knows bow to 
behave with children. But we 
are dealingwith young children 

and they can be quite fright- 
ened. Yfe want to make it the 
best eft>erience for them." 

She later added that tbe pol- 
icy of fngjgting children be ac- 
companied was less to do with 
fears of abuse allegations than 
parents using Santa’s Grotto as 
a creche while they did their 
shopping. 

Jane Kilpatrick, associate di- 
rector of Kidscape, a charity 
which aims to help prevent 
child abuse, said yesterday it was 
necessary to maintain a sense of 
perspective. 

“Wfeknow that children need 
positive role models. What 
could be more positive than 
Santa? We have to get a grip 
here," she said. “It's great that 
shops are aware... but having 
said that if we can’t trust San- 
ta, whither civilisation?" 

Ms Kilpatrick added that she 
knew of no occasions where a 
Santa had been accused of 
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After six years 
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Hi 


in jail Britain’s 


longest serving 




detainee waits 




W 




to hear his fate 






Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 


A Sikh separatist, who has been 
held in jail for the last six years 
pending deportation, will' hear 
today whether the European 
Court of Human Rights is to 
clear the way for his release. 

A ruling by the Strasbourg 
court in favour of Kararajit 
Singh Chahal, who has been in 
Bedford jail since August 1990 
pending deportation to India on 
grounds of national security, 
could entitle him to compen- 
sation of up to £200,000. 

The long-awaited decision 
follows a unanimous opinion by 
all 17 members of the European 
Commission on Human Rights 
condemning his treatment bv 
the UK 

Mr ChahaL who was given in- 
definite leave to live in Britain 


in 1974, has acknowledged his 
role as a supporter of a separate 
Sikh state in the Punjab but has 
always denied terrorist activity. 

The Government has ac- 
cused him of masterminding 
and financing terrorism in In- 
dia. but has never produced the 
evidence. In the 1980s, be was 
arrested three times and 
charged twice - but evidence in 
both the cases against him was 
later discredited! 

Mr Chahal etaimed asylum 
when he was first threatened 
with deportation in 1990. On a 
visit to Amritsar in 1984, he was 
one of a mass arrest of Sikhs by 
local police. He says his treat- 
ment left him with scars all over 
his body and permanently deaf 
in one ear and he fears he will 
be killed if he is made to return 
to India. 

Because his ease involved 


“national security”, the only 
opportunity he has bad to fight 
deportation in Britain was an 
appearance before the Gov- 
ernment’s security advisers, 
without legal representation, 
sight of the evidence or chance 
to cross-examine witnesses. 

The EC advised the court 
that the UK had breached four 
of the guarantees in the Euro- 
pean Convention of Human 
Rights: the right not to be sub- 
jected to inhuman and degrad- 
ing treatment, the right not to 
be unlawfully detained, the 
right to family life and the right 
to an effective legal remedy. 

If the case goes against the 
Government today, it wfl] be un- 
der an obligation to introduce 
a proper hearing for intended 
deportees who are accused of 
terrorism, and allow legal rep- 
resentation. 
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Karamjrt Singh Chahal, the Sikh separatist, may have the way to his release cleared In Strasbourg today 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


The question of compensa- 
tion will also loom. Under UK 
law, Mr Chahal mi gh t expect to 
receive around £95 for each day 
of any wrongful detention, al- 
though the final amount of any 


award would be for the Stras- 
bourg court to decide. 

One of Mr Chahal’s most 
persistent complaints has been 
the effect of his detention on bis 
family life. His wife, Darshan, 
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visits him daily in jail but his 
daugber, Kiranpreet, and son, 
Bikaramjit, spent their teenage 
years with their father in prison. 

David Burgess, his solicitor, 
said: “We hope for an out- 


come which will enable Mr 
Chahal to start on the formi- 
dable task of rebuilding. his 
family fife." 

Defeat would be particular- 
ly embarrassing for the Gov- 


ernment because of the de- 
gree to. which accepted legal 
process has been , suspended, 
coupled with the sheer length 
of Mr Chahal’s detention on 
untested evidence. ■ 


on 


Ch r ist ian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 


The supply of food to the aimed 
forces was jeopardised during 
the introduction of a new con- 
tract which was aimed at mak- 
ing saving in the £95m per year 
budget, according to a report by 
the National Audit Office. 

The forces were nearly at the 
point of having to march on an 
empty stomach because orders 
for food were not reaching the 
kitcheiB as a result of 70 major 
computer programm “difficul- 
ties". 

Such was the chaos during 
the introduction of the new con- 
tract, in October 1994, and for 
several months afterwards, that 
NAAFI, which had been award- 
ed the contract without a com- 
petitive tendering process, had 
no idea where its stocks of 
food were being held and 
whether deliveries had been 
made or not. NAAFI was then 
unable to fulfil orders within the 


48 hours specified within tbs 
contract, but was aBcrwed 72 
hours. The no&p Btthe com- 
mercial se«ftrdjHSt24 hoars. 

The NAO-*^^Cthe jftob- 
iem 

with which the Qcajfcrtirotent 
wanted to introduce tit&new 
contract with NAAFL yi®ch is 
seat as a posable prehide to foil 
privatisation. Although advisers 
Ernst & Young had said that the 
new.arrangements should be in- 
troduced within three or four 
years, the Ministry of Defence 
rushed the change through in 21 
months. 

The new contract involved 
NAAFI taking complete re- 


sponsibility for food supply to 
all 1,700 units, which feed 
around 100,000 personnel, 
rather than responsibility being 
divided between NAAFI and 
the MoD. 

The report reveals that 
healthy eating habits have not 
percolated through to Our 
Boys. It shows that the armed 


forces* annual consumption in- 
' chides all the elements of high 
cholesterol breakfasts: 29 mil- 
lion breakfast sausages, 738,000 

catering sized tins of baked 
beans, 30 million eggs and 
260,000 lffiogs of streaky bacon. 
Steak and kidney pies. 648,000 
of which were supplied, seem to 
be the favourite dinner in the 
Mess Hall. 

And some food was even 
unheallhier. In October 1995, 
cadets at the Royal Military 
Academy at Sandhurst were 
provided with a batch of 
striploin beef which was six 
weeks out of date. The report 
says that NAAFI was unable to 
trace the boxes and “a product 
recall was not done"; Simflap-- 
ly, 1.5 tormes of rotten rice was 
distributed before it was noticed 
that the entire batch - 2D tonnes ' 
-was unfit to eat. 

■ Ministry of Defence: The 
Supply of Food to the .4rmed 
Forces, National Audit Office, ' 
£895. 
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HIV surgeon is cleared to operate 


Landmark decision 
by West Glasgow 
NHS Trust gives 
hope to infected 
health workers 

Ifick Harris 

A Glasgow surgeon yesterday 
became the first doctor in 
Britain infected with the HIV 
virus to be given the all-clear to 
resume surgical practice. 

Professor George Browing, 
55, an intemationully renowned 
ear, nose and throat specialist, 
was given the news by his em- 
ployers, the West Glasgow NHS 
Trust, following a year's delib- 
eration and advice from an ad- 
visory body at the Department 
of Health. He said: "Its fan- 
tastic news. It seems like an aw- 
fully long wait for the decision, 
but now it's been made. I can 
get on with things. I'm in superb 
health and hopefully I’ve got a 
long career ahead of me." 

Since going public with his 
HIV status nearly two years ago. 
Professor Browning has been re- 
stricted to a non -surgical role, 
conducting dinics and teaching 
at the Glasgow Royal Infir- 
mary and at Gartnavel Gener- 
al Hospital. 

He said: "The hospitals hove 
quite lengthy waiting lists for the 
surgery I perform, so my return 
will help with that." He hopes 
to be back in theatre before 
Christmas. 

Professor Browning spe- 
cialises in problems of the mid- 
dle ear and the type of surgery 
he will undertake is performed 
with long-handled instruments, 
where the surgeon is "remote" 
from the patient. He is now able 
to recommence five such oto- 
logical procedures, which are 
deemed risk-free to patients by 
the Department of Health UK 
Advisory Panel for Health Care 
Workers Infected With Blood 
Boro Viruses ( (J1CAP), the ex- 
pert body to whom he first ap- 
pealed for advice about his 
case in October last year. 

"Basically, I will fie able to 
perform all forms of surgery that 
would help a patient's hearing." 
said Professor Browning. “If you 
took at the medical facts, there 
is no reason why I shouldn't go 
back. Patient fears are not 
grounded in fact, and it is my 
job to dispel such fears." 

Precautions will be taken 
with tool-handling procedure, as 
well as normal procedure, to 
guarantee safety. He will also be 
subject to regular check-ups. 
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Safe hands: Professor George Browning (inset) yesterday after the announcement that he can resume ENT surgery 


No British health worker has 
ever transmitted the HIV virus 
to a patient. According to In- 
ternational Disease control 
studies, there has only ever 
been one case of a patient be- 
ing infected by a health work- 
er, a Florida dentist who failed 
to lake sufficient precualinnary 
measures. There is much more 
likelihood of a health worker 
catching the virus because of ex- 
posure to patient blood. 

Medical director of the West 
Glasgow NHS Trust, Dr Adam 
Bryson, said that all patients 
joining the waiting list for oto- 
logical surgery will be asked if 


thc>' object to having a surgeon 
who is HIV positive. "No one 
will be under any pressure to 
give their consent," he said. 
"However, I hope Professor 
Browning will be shown support 
by their choice." 

No patients will be disad- 
vantaged by opting not to be 
treated by Professor Browning. 

Professor Browning, who is 
married with three grown-up 
children, is bisexual and believes 
he contracted the virus through 
gay sex. In December 1994, the 
press discovered that a sur- 
geon in Glasgow had tested 
HIV positive and named the 


wrong doctor. Professor Brown- 
ing made his condition public to 
avoid further confusion. 

Since appealing to UKAP a 
year ago, he has been waiting 
while his employers, with whom 
the final decision rested, con- 
sidered his case. The West 
Glasgow NHS Trust set up a 
special working committee to 
consider patient safety as well 
as medical, ethical and legal is- 
sues. The Chairman of the 
Trust, Derek Mason, said: “As 
a provider of public health care 
services, our priority has been 
to handle our deliberations 
prudently and responsibly." 


Nick Partridge, chief execu- 
tive of the Terence Higgins 
Trust, welcomed the decision 
and said: “It is clear that Pro- 
fessor Browning presents no risk 
to his patients. This is a sensi- 
ble and mature decision based 
on the reality of how HIV can 
be transmitted rather than on 
public and media hysteria." 

By the end of 1995, there had 
been 25,635 reported cases of 
HIV infection in the UK. Yes- 
terday's announcement will set 
a precedent in the UK for 
health workers rights. Professor 
Browning said that he hopes the 
decision would encourage oth- 


Photograph: Drew Farrell 

er infected health workers to 
come forward without fear of 
discrimination. 

“Equally, it means they have 
a precedent with lines of dis- 
cussion as to what is and what 
is not safe for patients." 

For employees who work in 
non-medical areas, the case 
may also be a landmark, lead- 
ing to fewer barriers to em- 
ployment, such as insurance 
costs to employers which are 
200 to 300 per cent higher for 
infected workers. 

Professor Browning said: 
“The issue is public knowledge, 
notHTV." 
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Teacher 

appeals 

against 

bullies’ 

ruling 


Fran Abrams 

Education Correspondent 

A teacher who let a pupil smack 
a group of bullies with a ruler 
was given a final written warn- 
ing yesterday after refusing to 
make a firm undertaking not to 
do the same again. 

Brenda Davies was told at the 
end of a two-hour disciplinary 
hearing that if the incident at 
Tfcnnyson Road Primary School 
in Luton was repeated, she 
could be sacked. 

Mrs Davies was removed 
from her infant class last week 
and asked to Leach older chil- 
dren after she allowed live year- 
old Joe Middleton to smack six 
other children on the hand. 

She has defended her actions, 
and has written to the Secretary 
of Slate for Education, Gillian 
Shephard, to appeal for her sup- 
port. Yesterday, she said that 
she had acted in line with the 
school's anti-bullying policy. 

“The headmaster maintains 
that what I did amounted lo cor- 
poral punishment. I believe my 
action was in the children's 
best interests. 1 love children, I 
do whatever is best for them," 
she said. 

Mis Davies has 14 days in 
which to decide whether to ap- 
peal against the decision. 

However, a statement from 
parents of all the children in- 
volved, including Joe Middle- 
ton, condemned Lhe teacher for 
contacting the media. 

“She escalated a simple play- 
ground game which had got a 
bit too boisterous into a major 
incident. We as a group of 
mothers are working together 
to heal the rifts that have now 
been created between our chil- 
dren,” it said 

A spokesman for Bedford- 
shire County Council, one of 
whose officers attended the 
hearing with the school's head 
teacher, said Mrs Davies would 
return to school today. 

“For now, everyone is con- 
cerned to ensure that the school 
gets back to its normal routine, 
and that it is able to concentrate 
on what really matters here, and 
that is the continuing education 
of all the children." he said. 
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£40m prize from 
lottery gives 
British sport its 
biggest ever win 


Mike Rowbottom 

Athletics Correspondent 

Britain's Olympic medallists 
yesterday "welcomed the 
announcement of the largest 
funding package for sport in" the 
countiys history. 

Announcing the initiative 
yesterday, John Major, the 
Prime Minister, said the 
Government would use the 
fund to put “sport back where 
it belongs - at the heart of 
school life". 

The Sports Council will use 
a £50m-a-year “Talent Fund" to 
offer subsistence grants to tal- 
ented individuals, on the back 
of an expected boost to National 
Lottery finding from the new 
mid-week draw. 

The World Class Perfor- 
mance Programme, launched 
yesterday, win see new- funding 
for up to 4300 competitors 
who will share £20m in annual 
individual grants from Nation- 
al Lottery money, with another 
£20m going to governing 
bodies. The first individual 
payments are due next March. 

The grants wflj be particularly 
welcome after Britain's disas- 
trous showing in the Atlanta 
Olympic Games earlier this 
year. 

“This is going to be a great 
confidence booster for British 
competitors." said Paul Palmer, 
winner of Britain's only swim- 
ming medal at the Atlanta 
Olympics. “When you line up 
for an Olympic final, there is a 
tendency to think your 
opponents are bound to be 
that much better prepared. This 
means we can compete on lev- 
el terms in future." 

The new scheme offers 
grants of £15,000 to £17.000 to 
Britain's best sportsmen and 
women, although “dlite indi- 
viduals” - those ranked in the 
worlds top 10 with world or with 
Olympic medat potential - 
could get a maximum annual 




Nicky Gooch: 'Without my parents' support I wouldn’t 
have been able to make if Photograph: Allsport 


Funds no 
longer on 
ice for 
skate star 

Nicky Gooch believes that tlw 
latest announcement on National 
Lottery funding for compelilurv . 
could 6e good news for bun. But. 
he is wailing for conQmwuon 
before he starts celebrating, 
writes Mike Rowbottom- 
The 23 -year-old from - 

Rochampton. who earned a speed' 
skating bronze medal at the 1994 
Winter Olympics, has seen lus_. . 
level of assistance fluctuate 
alarmingly in the last three vtars. ; : 

Before his breakthrough, he .. 
found himself In the position. 

common to so many British • ■ 
sportsmen and women m recent 
years - scraping a living, relying on 
the support of parents and friends. 

“I was getting small grants from 
the Sports Aid Foundation, but we 
-Jvere talking a matter of u few - 
hundred pounds, which was 
nowhere near enough.” he said.- - • ■ 
“Without my parents’ support I .: 
wouldn’t have been able to make it" 
He was working at the Guildford 
Spectrum ice centre, and getting 
time on the ice in lieu. But even . . 
then, it was a matter of having 
three training sessions per week _ 
due to the pressure of bookings. 

Meanwhile his rivals in Korea. 
Canada, the United States and 
Italy were all getting as much time 
on the ice as they needed, training 
full-time in specialist groups. 

That was the challenge. And 
Gooch, as is the British way. 
succeeded despite everything. 

“It has been such a struggle for 
British athletes." Gooch said “Tire 
lack of funding has hindered 
everyone's development. It has 
basically been a case that if you 
haven’t got a medal you can't get 
a decent grant." 

He hopes that yesterday's 
news will change all that. 


award of £28.000. The question 
of whether payments wiD be tax- 
free is still a matter of negoti- 
ation. 

That kind of money would 
enable Palmer to locate hims elf 
closer to a top-class training fa- 
cility. Before the Atlanta 
Games, he had to use a 25-me- 
tre school pool in Yarborough, 
Lincolnshire. In term time, he 
had to rope off a lane from 
splashing children; outside term 
time the pool was shut. 

“It got me to an Olympic sil- 
ver. which isn't bad,” be said. 


“But I don’t think it could 
take me that one step fur- 
ther." 

Ben Ainslie, the 19-year-old 
Olympic silver medallist in the 
Laser class sailing competi- 
tion, said the new system 
would help him with travelling 
costs and allow him to take his 
coach to more events. Last 
year he only went to two out of 
18 regattas. 

“I also think it will keep a lot 
more people in the sport now 
they know this funding is avail- 
able," he added 


Details of the plan were 
announced on the second 
anniversary of the sale of the 
first National Lotteiy ticket 
There has been widespread 
criticism of the lengthy consul- 
tation period since the an- 
nouncement on April 1 last 
year that Lotteiy funding could 
be made available for athletes 
as well as facilities for compe- 
tition and training. 

The delay appeared even 
less acceptable in the light of the 
poor overall British medal tal- 
ly in Atlanta. But Sir Rodney 


Walker, the Sports Council 
chairman, defended the proce- 
dure. 

“We could have launched 
this programme earlier,” he 
said “We could have gone off 
half-cocked, but we weren't 
ready- As a result of this care- 
ful planning, the programme is 
higger, better and directly meets 
the needs of the coaches and 
competitors." 

The new annual figure of 
£20m for individual competitors 
is 10 times what the Sports Aid 
Foundation, die main funding 


body for the last 21 years, has 
been able to offer. . 

“We were operating with in- 
adequate resources, which 
meant we had to be extremely 
selective." said Noel Nagle, the 
SAF director. “We could only 
help 150 members of the British 
team for Atlanta, which left 
around 200 others unsupport- 
ed For the next Olympics, this 
scheme is going to help every- 
body." 

The new scheme will -be 
tied in with former Tfest crick- . 
eter Sir Colin Cowdrey's ini- 


tiative to help encourage 
sports in schools and spread 
the lave of sport among young- 
sters. • . 

National Heritage Secretary 
Vir ginia Bottomley said the 
announcement to provide the 
highest-level support for top 
sports stars was made posable 
because the Government has 
changed the rules on how Na- 
tional Lotteiy funds can be 
spent. 

“Since its launch. in 1994, ai- 
. -most £5 00m has been raised for 
sport, money which has. pro- 


vided much-needed support to 
sports projects right across the 
country, grass roots support 
which has seen awards made to 
155 bowls clubs, 57 hockey 
dubs, 202 tennis clubs and 
marry more. 

“At the 61ite level, the Sports 
Council will announce soon its 
decision an the English National 
Stadium, and in the new year 
the United Kingdom Sports 
Council and my Department 
will announce’ the winning 
British Academy of Sport bid" 
shesaid. 
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Treasure store: Sir John Soane wanted his Lincoln's Inn Helds houses kept as he left them Photograph: David Rose 

£500.000 lottery cash helps 
museum buy up its neighbour 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 

Thousands of sketches and de- 
signs by the 18th-ceatuiy ar- 
chitects Robert and James 
Adam wiD go on public display 
following a lotteiy grant of 
more than £500,000 to Sir John 
Soane's Museum, one of the un- 
sung gems of London, 

The second anniversary of 
the Natioaal Lottery was also 
marked by an award of £1.4m 
towards the purchase by the 
Woodland Trust of a 10,000-acre 
Highland estate. 

The second laigest-ever land 
acquisition aided by tire Her- 
itage Lottery Fund (HLF), the 
grant for Glen Finglas in 
Perthshire, will enable the cre- 
ation of Scotland's largest 
broad-leaved forest and guar- 
antee public access. The estate 
stretches from the shore of 
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Loch Venachar to the 2,883ft 
(879m) summit of Ben LedL 

Takmg the anniversary total 
to more than £2m, there were 
also HLF grants of £42,700 to 
the Yorkshire Museum for the 
purchase of a rare coflection of 
^89 mineral specimens and 
£108,000 towards the repair of 
Skenfrith Parish Hall in Gwent 
Built in 1843 as a National 
School, the hall is now the fo- 
cal point for a population of just 
50 villagers. 

Lauding the lotteiy at a press 
launch in the former home of 
the architect Sir John Soane in 
the City of London, Virginia 
Bottomley, the Secretary of 
Sate for National Heritage, 
stressed the importance of in- 
vesting in museums and gal- 
leries at times of rapid change 
in technology and society. 

“There is a sense of turbu- 
lence and insecurity," Mis Bot- 


y 


tamley said. “That is why there 
is an ever greater desire to un- 
derstand our roots, to actually 
stop and stare and wonder and 
leant.” 

There is little sense of tur- 
bulence at the museum, which 
was visited by 76JJ00 people last 
year. Sir John stipulate that 
numbers 12 and 13 on Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, houses he designed 
and turned into a museum him- 
self, should be left “as nearly as 
possible” in the state in which 
he left them on his death 1837. 

The collection includes two 
famous series of pictures by 
william Hogarth - The Rakes 
Progress and The Election - and 
an alabaster sarcophagus dis- 
covered in the tomb chamber of 
Seti I, King of Egypt in 1300BC 

The £533,816lotteiy grant has 
enabled the Sir John Soane’s 
Museum Society to buy the 
house he built in 1823 next 
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door to his museum. Together, 
the three buildings form a fine, 
symmetrical composition on the ■ 
north side of the fields. 

No 14has never been opened 
to the public and is the only one 
of the many London town hous- 
es designed by Sir John with its 
interiors substantially intact. 
The present tenants, a firm of 
solicitors, cun admire the ceH* ■ 
ing mouldings but might regret 
the lack of lift fa the Grade Misl- 
ed building. 

. Tte extra space will enable 
the museum to display parts erf 
the collection never seen before 
and provide educational facili- 
ties. in particular, there will be 
a proper study centre for 9,000 
Adam drawings. Stored in 57 
found volumes in a large fur- 
mer wardrobe, the collection 
ranges from light sketches tO'; 
coloured designs for chimney, 
pieces aiul ceilings*. 









iMjHm, 


'-/.Sa, 


THE INDEPENDENT • FRIDAY 15 NOVEMBER 3996 




'Kis 


SK** 


.^fot 

s| 'iit e a, 




■•■sU 


N «b- 


« 

‘ i ' 
■*%[ ! 


m 


hdp 5 

rllbO^ 


news 




Supermodel firm 
stays in the elite 
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Furrowed ground; Shire horses from Bradford Industrial Museum preparing for a series of ploughing exhibitions at Harewood House, Leeds, starting on Sunday Photogaph: Asadour Guzelan 


The modelling agency repre- 
senting NaomfCampbeH, Clau- 
dia Schiffcr and Linda 
Evangelista yesterday won an in- 
junction to prevent the use of 
its name by another firm alleged 
to have enticed would-be 
teenage models into '‘glam- 
our'* auditions in pubs and skit- 
tle alleys. 

Elite & Premier Ltd, which 
has a String of supcrmodcls on 
its books, was granted a tem- 
porary High Court order ban- 
ning the newly-founded Elite 
Modelling Agency Ltd from 
trading under (he ‘'Elite’' name 
pending a further court hearing. 

The well-established com- 
pany. founded in 1991. argued 
a connection with its namesake 
would damage its reputation 
and result in loss of trade. 

Justin Turner, representing 
Elite & Premier Ltd. told the 
High Court his clients “wen? the 
owners of a goodwill in that 
03100“. 

Outlining his client's case 
for an injunction, Mr Turner 
told Mr Justice Hannan of the 
agency's reputation. 


“The agency represents many 
models who are household 
names such as Claudia Schiffcr, 
Naomi Campbell :utd Linda 
Evangelista? 

He then asked ihe judge - 
who is renowned lor once 
asking “Who is Gazca*.*** and in- 
quiring about Britpop band 
Oasis - “I don't know if your 
Lordship is familiar with these 
models? 

"Do 1 need to beV" replied 
ihe judge. 

“1 don’t think so,” said Mr 
Turner. 

In discussing glamour 
modelling, the judge also 
queried the use of the word 
“topless." 

"It means precisely the op- 
posite," he was told. 

The judge said the word was 
“remarkable - as if they had 
been eut off at the waist which 
is exactly what they do not 
mean". 

“If you eut the lop off it 
wouldn’t he very interesting - 
what's more they would he 
dead. It's dearly an abuse of l;m- 
guage by the tabloids," he said. 


Tax chief 
‘arranged 
night with 


Graham Ball ,, • 

An Inland Revenue official told 
an Old Bailey court yesterday 
that his boss had arranged for 
him to have a night out with a 
prostitute. He had slept with her 
but they had not had inter- 
course, he said. 

Christopher Furze was giving 
evidence in the trial of his for- 
mer colleague Michael Ad- 
cock* the tax inspector accused 
of accepting bribes worth more 
than £150,000. 

Both worked at the Inland 
Revenue’s Special Office, in 
an 61ite squad charged with re- 
claiming tax from wealthy for- 
eign businessmen. ■ . 

Mr Furze, who is married, 
said AUcock had organised a 
blind date for him in Tate 1989. 
Mr John Blade, for the prose- 
cution. asked him if be had any 
prior knowledge of what the 
night out was going to entail 

Mr Furze, now ..based in 
Witham, Essex, replied: “Not re- 
ally, be just said, ‘Leave it to 
me.*" A partner was found for 
Mr Furze by Michelle Corrig-. 
an, a call girl and ADopcfc’s.lover 

He and Allcock had gone to 
a hotel in north London where 
they met Ms Corrigan. “We lat- 
er met a friend of Michelle Cor- 
rigan’s called Karen I believe, 
and we had an evening out” 
They relumed to the hotel and 
he spent a night with “Karen”. ' 

Asked if he handed over any 
money, he replied; "The fol- 
lowing morning she inferred 
that some payment was doe and 
I said I had no idea about pay- 
ments and referred her to 
Michael AUcock? " V. 

Mr Anthony Article, for the 
defence, asked Mr Fared, “Did 
you have sexual intercourse 
with Karen?'*, .to which he 
replied, “No? He agreed that * 
they bad been in the same bed. 


Earlier he had told the jury 
bow he had lied under instruc- 
tion from AUcock to mislead se- 
nior Inland Revenue managers. 

He explained how he had 
been seconded to work with AD- 
cock.cn the case of Amarwen 
Kalo. a multi- milli onaire 
Lebanese, who once invested 
flim in the Highland Spring 
mineral water business. The 
court has already heard that in 
July iast year all charges against 
Mr Kalo were dropped 

In February 1989 two tax in- 
spectors held a meeting in the 
Knightsbridge office of Mr 
.Kalo’s accountants. At that 
meeting he claimed It was 
agreed that the businessman 
should pay £5(1000 in settlement 
for his outstanding tax biU. But 
according Mr Furze, AUcock in- 
structed him to leave out any 
mention of the proposed set- 
tlement from the case notes. 

He further alleged that All- 
cock told him to he in a letter 
to Inland Revenue superiors by 
claiming that a settlement could 
only be agreed on neutral ter- 
ritory. Alicock had suggested a 
meeting in the south of France 
though the matter had beenset- 
tled in London. 

Mr Furze said they stayed at 
the exclusive Negresco Hotel 
and on their second night cm the . 
Riviera were each given gam- 
bling chips by Mr Kaio. which 
they spent at the Monte Carlo 
casino. Mr Furze won £200 but 
Mr AUcock lost Later Mr Furze 
and his wife accepted an offer 
to stay in Mr Kalo » holiday vil- 
la in Majorca. 

All cock deities bribery and 
corruption. Also charged with 
him are Hisham Alwan, an oil 
dealer from Knightsbridge, and 
David Shamoon. a property 
developer from west Kensing- 
ton, who deny aD charges. 

1116 trial continues. 



victim to death 


Two girls yesterday admitted 
kicking to death a grd.bL13 af- 
ter a street fight 
The two, both boW i3, ad- 
mitted the manslaughter of 
Louise Alien. They bad been 
charged with mu r d er but the 

Mr JusticeHkldeu adjourned 
the case at Nottingham Crown 
Court for seotenaog when ev- 
idence wiU be heard. • 
Richard Latham, QC, for 
the prosecution, said a fight 
started betweenone of the de- 
fendants, who was thenl2, and 


astride the ofiterguiand at thfe 
point Louise Allen, hr said, 
pulled the 12-year-old away. 
The 13^«ar-oM defendant then 
intervened. 

He said: Tt was during the. 
next few secondhand I use that 
timingadvisecDy, something be- 
tween probably between 30 and 
120seconds^thatLokise Allen 
received injurie^to her head 
which led to her death? . 

He added; The evened of 


the witness statements suggests 

that the fed defendant fthe 33- 
year-old] kicked Louise Allen 
to the head and thereafter the 
second defendant didlikewise- 
He “There is no doubt 
that the defendants knew that 
what they were doing was 

wrong. It is acknowledged by 

each of them in interview. 
There is evidence to suggest 
they had fought before. But that 
in itself Is a long way from proof 
of the spedfic intent required 
for murder. In particular knowl- 
edge of the consequence of 
such a kick in the mind of an 
adult cannot be assumed m 
the case of a child? He said the 
prosecution, having consulted 
the Crown Prosecution Service 
and Louise’s parents, had de- 
cided it would be improper to 
pursue a murder charge. 

Sally Bennett- Jenkins, rep- 
resenting rhe 13 -year-ahLsard 
-her cEentwent to thehelp of her 
friend who was involved in a 

fi^jl“wbo she perceived was be- 

■ mg outnumbered two to one by 
both the other girl and the in- 
tervention of Louise Allen”. 
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news 


The day a 
chat with 
Arthur 
Scargill 
set Sue 

Lawley’s 

heart 

aflutter 



...and other TV foibles of the famous 



gj SSSTSSJSrffiTS Sir John Betjeman: Delia Smith. Vtams 
5 strange effect on Ditched filming in fury, ask ad* 1 ** JSaS? 4 ’ 
ul interviewer Sue Lawley . and went to play golf and stove technology. . 



Sue Lawley: Microphone hidden in cleavage picked up the thumping of her heart 


Kenneth Clark: Inability 
to memorise, scripts 
led to autocue genre 

David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

The perils of Sue Lawley plac- 
ing a microphone in her cleav- 
age and the difficulty of getting 
the poet laureate presenter of 
A/cflwcW tofindhkwayoiitof 
a Tube station are revealed by 
a BBC executive tomorrow. 

Foibles of the most-famous 
television presenters form a 
port of die .Royal Television So- 
ciety Huw Wheldon Memorial 
Lecture to be shown on BBGL. 
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Sir Richard Dlmbleby: 
Spent hours secreting 
notes around studio 

: WiU chief executive of 
BBC Broadcast and formerly 
managing director of BBC Net- 
work Television, devotes his 
lecture to “television presenters 
and their audiences". While he 
is lavish in his praise of the 
BBC's best-known names, he 
reveals some moments they 
might have preferred forgotten. 

Chief among these is the in- 
terview Sue Lawley carried out 
with the miners' leader Arthur 
Scargill live on the Sir O'CIock 
News at the peak of the miners* 
strike. u She bad the mike at- 
tached somewhere near her 
cleavage." Mr Wyali says. “The 
sound man came to her think- 
ing there was something wrong 
with her equipment - there 
was a strange battering sound. 
It turned out to be her heait 
beating at 160 to the minute - 
twice the normal speed." 

- Sue Lawley's heart may have 
thumped at the prospect of fac- 
ing Arthur ScaigilL Producers 
[■would quail at the prospect of 
working with die late poet lau- 
reate, Sir John Betjeman. Mr 
Yfyattreveals that when working 
on the fhxnous documentary 
Metrdkmd, Betjeman had diffi- 
. culties with the metro itself. He 
and hiS researcher planned to 
meet at a Hibe station, but had 
not realised they could have 
more than one diit and each wak- 
ed for more than half an hour be- 
fore discovering each other. 

When he was finally brought 
to the golf course where they 
were to film, Betjeman was in 
a foul temper, saying: “Oh, 
don’t worry about me, 1 know 
I’m only the artiste and I'm the 
least important." And he went ' 
off and played golf. 

Mr Wyatt remembers as a • 
personal disaster a talk show he 
helped to produce called Friday 
Ntg/tf. Saturday Morning. It was 
thought a coup to get Harold 
Wilson, shortly after he had re- 
signed as Prime Minister, to 
chair iL “He had chaired the 
Cabinet" Mr Wyatt says. “You 
would think that he could chair 



Desmond Lynam: Has 
little respect - for 
broadcasters’ talents 

a television show. Well, he 
couldn't and we should have 
known that, to save him, and 
ourselves, the agony. 

“The guests included fast 
bowler Freddie Thieman and 
Tony Benn. After live minutes, 
I realised that this was the first 
time I had seen such terror in 
the eyes of interviewees. Terror, 
not that they would be asked 
something they could not an- 
swer, but that they would nev- 
er be asked anything at all." 

Looking back on one of the 
seminal documentary series in 
television history. Civilisation 
with Kenneth Clark. Mr Wyatt 
recalls that Clark could not 
memorise scripts and wanted to 
do the series from behind a 
desk. His producer, Michael 
Gin, coated him out bn the road 
by taking with them an au- 
tocue anda new genre was bom. 

The greatest presenters had 
habits which they stock to reli- 
giously. The late Sir Richard 
Dimbleby stayed behind in a 
darkened studio sticking bits of 
papa below camera lenses for 
the next day's programme - 
notes of names, facts and fig- 
ures. He also used his cuffs. 

Mr Vtyatt reveals too what 
viewers write in to asfc presenters. 
Delia Smith is asked not just 
about cooking, but how to fix 
viewers’ stoves. Barry Norman is 
asked not just about films but 
about people's local cinemas. 

Ironically, in view of the fact 
that so many of the BBC 60th 
anniversary awards went to 
contemporary figures. Mr Wy- 
att, who is said to have en- 
couraged this, devotes neatly all 
of the praise in his lecture to the 
great presenters of the past. - 

However, he docs quote an 
adage from one current star pre- 
senter. Desmond Lynam, who 
said: “If you're a sporting star, 
you’re a sporting star. If you ■ 
don't quite make it, then you be- 
come a coach. If you can't 
coach, you become ajouriialisL 
If you can’t spell, you become 
a broadcaster." 
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Oxfam 

Save lives in 
Central Africa 


U p to one million people in Eastern 
Zaire are dying from starvation and 
disease. Some refugees have been able 
to flee into Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, 
and Tanzania. Oxfam can help them. 

We are providing clean water for 
thousands of those who have escaped 
the turmoil. You can help us to save 
more fives. 

We are doing everything possible, but. we 
need extra funds now to respond as this 
crisis unfolds. 

Please, give a donation today*- 

3122 31 

I e^rl| V Aw t t0 „ help 0xfam ’ s work" In; 
I Africa - Here te my donation oft I 

£250 □ 
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news 


l 



as it takes the high road north 



L 


Rocking the vote: The stone leaves the abbey where it was kept beneath the Coronation Chair, centre, and, right, its return after being taken by nationalists 
lames Cuslck 


Phonographs: PA 


November, for a mere £5. 50. 

As the central plank, nay cor- 
nerstone, of John Major'scharm 
offensive towards the Scots in the 
run-up to next year’s general 
election, the stone appears to 
have been endowed with official 
mystical properties. The Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland, 
Michael Forsyth, and his his- 


torical advisers persuaded 
Downing Street that its cultur- 
al power and symbolism were 
worth more than it 3361b in 
priceless public relations. 

Yesterday morning the piece 
of rock over which every Eng- 
- ltsh monarch has been crowned 
since 1308 was wrenched from 
beneath the oak of the Coro- 


nation Chair. As Big Ben was 
struck for the seventh time, po- 
lice. officers from the Cold- 
stream Guards, heritage experts 
from Scotland and the Dean 
and members of Westminster 
Abbey surveyed the tail-gate 
loading of the stone, which was 
encased in a simple steel box. 

Around 10am today, having 


travelled via the Coldstream 
Bridge on the border, the stone 
will come home. 

It will head back south at the 
next coronation, however. .As 
one Scottish Heritage expert 
put it: “On the journey hack I 
think everyone from Mystic Meg 
to the Renal Corgis will be ex- 
pected to line the M 1 and wave.” 


died from 


rare 




Charlie- Bain 


An Oxford student who was 
believed to have died from an 
adult form of cot death in 
fact died from a rare lung 
disorder, an inquest heard 
yesterday; 

Rachel Steer, 18, a first year 
classics student at St Hilda's 
College, who was described as 
“wonderfully bright and cheer- 
ful", was found dead in bed at 
her college four weeks ago 
after sbe failed to turn up to an 
early-morning tutorial. A 
post-mortem examination on 
her body proved inconclusive 
and baffled doctors, who 
indicated that Steer may have 
died from Sudden Adult Death 
Syndrome (Sads), a rare . form 
-ofcotJeath." 

But yesterday Sanjiiv Maner, 
.a pathologist from the John 
Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford, 
sauf that Steer died of acute 
■ cardiac failure with p ulm onary 
oedema, a condition in which 
blood dots onlbe lung prevent 
oxygen fro® nrachfag the heart; 
hindering respiration 1 and 
causing instant death. 

Although the condition is 
common fimohgyoung girls on 
the Pill and normally associat- 
ed with old people, it wtos “ex- 
tremely rare^rn this case, as 
Steer was taking no conlrarep- 
tiqa. Dr Maner said:. . . 

He added that' there was no 
evidence of drug abuse, trab- 


- .. -v ; . 

quillisers or paracetamol on 
her body- and - the amount of 
alcohol she had consumed that 
evening was “not significant" in 
hen death. . 

Steer, from Surbiton, Sumy, 
had gone dancing with a friend 
at nearby St Edmund’s Hall and 
had drunk two bottles of beer 
before returning to her room at 
St Hilda's around midnight on 
Saturday 19 October. 

Staff at the college were 
alerted on the following Mon- 
day morning after sbe failed to 
turn up for a 9am Greek 
tutorial. 

She was found dead in her 
bed and there were no signs of 
disturbances in her room, which 
had been locked from the in- 
side. 

Steer, who had been at 
Oxford less than two weeks, had 
wanted, to become a banister. 
At Tiffin Girls’ School, Kingston 
upon Thames, she had been 
regarded as an . .extremely 
talented smdrat, destined for an 
outstanding career. 

Her parents, Clifford and 
Christina, were not present at 
the inquest which Look place at 
Oxford Coroner's Court. 
Recording a verdict of death 
natural causes, the Oxford 

jner, Nicholas Gardiner, 

said that Steer died of a rare dis- 
order. 

“It is nothing we can take 
any particular, precautions 
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DAILY POEM 


Epitaph oil Himself 

By. John Donne 


My fortune and my choice rhiscusiom break. 

When we xpip spe&hless grown, to mnke.stones speak. 
Though no stime teU thee what I was, yet though 
Inmyffttw*smnde'seebMiutithbuahncw: 

Yet thou’annoiyctso good, till death us lay 
To ripe and meuaw here, we ars stubborn, day. 

Parents makeustxuthjxnd souls dignify 

Us w.be gfass;'ka* To grvw gold yve liz_ . 

Whilst in our souls sinbredand pampered is. 

Our souk become wom*aten carcases; 

Sow oiirsehies nuraevi^^ - 

Here bodies. enjoy 

Such pmSeges^m^pd fiat u> scale . 

Heaven, wnmlhetaurhpet's tar shall them exhale. 
Hear ih&andmaulmfself, and thou mend 'st me, 
SynudangiTte being do good lb thee, 

And think me wedcompased, that I coakLrww • 

A last-side how m^^MgsaBcm. 


John Ddnhe was bbtBcin 1572 in Bread Street, London. He 
wasaCathoHc-ai a time when Catholics were terribly perse- 
cuted and lost his father at the age of four, droumstances which 
hetpedtosfit-iqjcomj^e? psychological patterns within him. 
fnaduft Si this complexity yielded his miraculous poetry al- 
though bj& friend* B^ronSao, feared his verse would prove 
too difficult to fubdve* poverty, secrecy, suicidal depression. 
mT drive for'setthdvanosment and finally, when si oth- 
ftim, entry-at James I's.behest into the 
ifficthreaclof Donne’s fifclThe most celebrated 
'-* * • ‘ as a poet, he died in 1631. 
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politics 


Brown sees cracks in ‘economic mi 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Chancellor Kenneth Clarke was 
given a clear warning yesterday 
by Gordon Brown, his Labour 
shadow, that the rise in inter- 
est rates would curtail the roam 
for tax cuts in his Budget 
Mr Brown said the rise m in- 
flation would hit home owners, 
and underlined the need for a 
prudent Budget on 26 Novem- 
ber. He said it showed that 


cracks were already appearing 
in John Major's “economic mir- 
acle". 

The Prime Minister dashed 
angrily with Tony Blair in the 
Commons, accusing the Labour 
leader of pursuing “grievance 
politics" as he drove home 
Labour's pre- Budget charge - 
repeated in a party political 
broadcast - that the voters 
would not trust the lories on lax 

Mr Major told him: “What 
you cannot stomach is that the 


British economy is in better 
shape than any Labour gov em- 
inent has ever been able to put 
it* ’’The Prime Minister said the 
rise in inflation from 2.1 percent 
to 2.7 per cent was “a statistical 
aberration". But Mr Blair dis- 
missed this as “ridiculous" 

The rise in inflation rein- 
forces a pre-Budgct poster cam- 
pa%n by Labour attacking 22 tax 
increases since the 1992 gener- 
al election. It is being backed 
up with a party political broad- 


cast, modelled on a horror film. 

Calling for urgent action to 
tackle the lack of investment 
which was the underlying cause 
of price rises, Mr Brown said: 
“Two weeks ago, we had an in- 
terest rates rise. At the begin- 
ning of this week, mortgages 
started to rise again. Now wc 
have the largest rise in inflation 
for six years. 

“Within only two months of 
the Prime Minister declaring an 
economic miracle, the cracks 


are already a pp e ari ng, exposing 
the underlying economic weak- 
ness of the Tory economic 
record. It makes a mockery of 
the Prime Minister's claim to 
have conquered inflation." 

Mr Brown said the interest 
rates rise two weeks ago W3S 
“necessary and inevitable", and 
it was now important to take ac- 
tion to deal with inflation. “We 
are demanding that we have 
a prudent and sensible Budget," 

Committing Labour to re- 


verse any move to abolish cap- 
ital gams tax, Mr Brown said it 
would open the door to tax 
avoidance which would cost 
more than £3 Jbn, estimated by 
the Treasury. 

Ministers privately welcomed 
the upturn in the economy, in 
ante of the inflation, but feared 
toe Chanceflor will be forced to 
raise interest rates again, flat- 
tening the lift it is giving the 
Tories in the opinion polls. 

Welcoming this week's 40^00 


fall in the jobless figures- 
Prune Minister told the House: 
"Unemployment here is falling 
in a way that cannot be seen 
anywhere else in the continent 
of Europe. ■ 

- “I don't think that ts unre- 
lated to the fact that we have 
avoided the burdens on buancss 
that so many of our partners 
have accepted and that would 
have been accepted by Labour." 
• Mr Blair countered: ‘To- 
day's inflation rise, together 


with ihc sharp rise in toh&MQB 
interest rates, shwkfset jbe- 
warning lights flashing. Aflunfe 
asked the Prime Mimsten 
“How do yxw square it with your 
promise, made just w .few 
months ago. that you 
meet your Inflation torgcl tyftx 
end of this year?” - - 

• Mr Major retorted: *1 know 
the retail price figures are own-, 
pies to understand, but r think 
you have failed u> understand 
the impact of the figures. ..-' 


PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 

^SCORING THE EXCHANGES r 


. Used the “patronising school master’ 

method of debate to amusing effect, 
but the economy is far too broad a 
topic for either sidree questions. 

Some of his assertions (that inflation 
never fell below 7.5 per cent under 
Labour, for example) were also wrong. 

Blair was able to send .up both the 
style and the substance of what Major 
said. At one point he put on his spe- 
cial debating society voice to declare 
“i really don’t think we’ve ever heard 
a more ridiculous excuse than that for 
a rise in interest rate figures". 



Tony 

Blair 

6/10 


The economy (Sidney Chapman, C. Chipping Barnet; Tony Blair, 
Paddy Ashdown) 

The Social Chapter (Hartley Booth. C. Finchley) 

BSE (Peter Pike, Lab. Burnley) 

The Crisis in Zaire (Andrew Rowe, C. Mid Kent) 


BLAJR’S ATTACK . V; 


Blair chose to discuss the state of the economy focusing on “to- • • 
day's inflation rise, together with the sharp rise in long-term inter- 
est rates'. Major responded to his questions with a mixture of 
commiseration for Blair's supposed inability to understand the sta- 
tistics Cl will explain it to the Rt Hon Gentleman, so he can ex- 
plain it to his backbenchers") . and emphasis of the good 
employment figures of Wednesday. Major may come to regret his 
explanation of the inflation rise Ca statistical aberration because of 
a dramatic fall last year'). 


GOOD DAY.. 


...BAD DAY 



PETER PIKE 

(Lab.Bumley): skewering the 
Prime Minister aver beef once - 
again. Major said he had al- 
ready answered the question 
several times on previous oc- 
casions. All he could offer 
was the prospect of continu- 
ing discussions with the Eu- 
ropean Commission. 


THE QUIP OF THE DAY 


BETTY B0OTHROYD 

The Speaker allowed the mill- 
ing and catcalling from the 
Conservative benches to go on 
for too long before intervening. . 
Blair had to put up with a lot ' 
of Waving and gibbering before , 
the the Speaker decided to call 
a halt, . . . • •• 



Dunblane 



James Cusicfc 


Dunblane group: From left, Tony Hill, Rosemary Hunter, Les Morton, Martyn Dunn, Ann Pearston, John Crazier Photograph: Philip Meech 


John Major last night met parents of the 
victims of the Dunblane tragedy - just days 
before the Commons vote on handguns. 

Tony Blair, the Labour leader, arranged 
to see "the parents at the House of 
Commons voslerday morning in advance 
of the Prime Minister's meeting anti 
pledged not to use the tragedy as a pobtcal 
issue if John Major allowed a free vote on 
a total handgun ban. The Prime Minister 
immediately ruled that out. teUinglhe 
Commons at question time that firea rms 
legislation was not traditionally considered 
a matter for a free vote. 

But even before Mr Major’s statement - . 
the Dunblane parents said they held out 
Uule hope of persuading him to change Iris 
mind. Les Morton, father of one of the . 

victims of the massacre last March in - 
which 16 children and a teacher died 
admitted before the meeting that “there . 
was very little dunce, if any at all" of this. 

Mr Major's meeting at the Commons 
with the Dunblane group, including John . - 
Crazier, Martyn Dunn and the Snowdrop 
campaign founders Ann Pearston and 
Rosemary Hunter, lasted nearly 40 minutes. 

Denied their calls for a free vote the 
Dunblane parents and Snowdrop 
campaigners will seek other avenues of 
influence. One route is direct entry into 
the tHouse of Commons itself. Mr Crazier 
has still not ruled out the possibility that 
he will stand in Stirling against the" 
Secretary of State for Scotland, Michael 
Forsyth, at the next general election. Mr 
Crazier said in a BBC Radio Scotland 
interview that: “drastic action” was now 
needed. Even if he did not win the seat, 

Mr Forsyth’s thin. majority would certainly 
be at risk from a highly emotive campaign. 


□ 


Major ended his reply to Ashdown with . a fine new Ma- 
jorism. “I suggest he stops taking advice from hii advis-. 
era who clearly know nothing . . . about 
everything!" 


Underclass sinking further 


THE UNANSWERED QUESTION 


H 


BJair- "Will he now confirm that on interest rates and 
inflation Britain is now 11th out of 15 In Europe? Will, 
he confirm It?" Major wouldn’t, asserting once more 
that Blair "really doesn't understand". Blair gave him 
another chance in his third question: “if he disputes it 
let him come to the dispatch box and say that that fig- 
ure rs wrong”. Major didn’t 


THE CREEP OF THE DAY 


□ 


Chapman: “Would my Rt Hon Friend accept that the 
drop of over forty thousand in the latest monthly unem- 
ployment count . . . underlines yet again the success of 
the government’s policies promoting job creation..." He 
went on for a long while in the same vein. 

Compiled by Ben Summers 


John Rentoul 

Political Correspondent 

The poorest tenth of the pop- 
ulation are now 13 per cent 
worse off than the poorest tenth 
when the Conservatives came to 
power in 1979, according to 
Government statistics published 
yesterday. 

The figures have been a po- 
litical battleground since the 
early years of Margaret Thatch- 
er's government 

This year, David Mitchell the 
social security minister, sought 
to blunt the impact of the fig- 
ures by publishing the findings 
of new research showing that 
about half of those in the bot- 


tom tenth in 1991 had moved 
up the income scale three years 
later. 

Ministers have previously 
suggested that because the in- 
dividuals who make up the 
poorest tenth are not the same 
ones from year to year, the mis- 
ery of poverty is spread around. 
But the first evidence of “in- 
come mobility" failed to support 
this argument conclusively. 

The figures confirmed that 
pensioners and lone parents at 
the bottom of the pile lend to 
be stuck there, according to Paul 
Johnson of the Institute for Fis- 
cal Studies. "Single young peo- 
ple do move in and out, but they 
don't tend to climb out very far, 


usually only to the next groups 
up. They don't tend to climb to 
the top,” he said. 

The figures undermine the 
Prime Minister’s rhetoric, re- 
peated at the Tory conference 
in Bournemouth last month, 
about giving people at any lev- 
el of society the opportunity to 
reach the top. 

The data for the period from 
1979 to 1993/94 show that the 
median income for the poorest 
tenth fell by 13 per cent after 
housing costs, and taking infla- 
tion into accounL 

This represented a small re- 
covery from the previous year, 
when it had fallen by 17 per 
cent., partly because of unem- 


ployed people falling into ar- 
rears on their mortgages. 

The median income of the 
richest tenth rose over the same 
period by 65 per cent. 

Mr Johnson supported the 
government’s argument that 
the estimates for the very poor- 
est are “particularly uncertain". 
He said: “There are genuinely 
a lot of problems with that 
group." But, he said, the fact 
that the income of the poorest 
third of the papulation has not 
gone up at all in real terms, 
when the rest has gone up by 
about hall is “pretty dramatic". 
Cl Households Below Average In- 
come, 1979-199314, Stationery 
Office, £30. 


State pension 
under threat 
says Harman 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 
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Harriet Harman last night 
claimed the Tories could scrap 
the state pension after the dis- 
closure of plans to require pen- 
sioners lo take out private “top 
up" schemes. 

“The writing is on the waD for 
the slate pension," Labour’s 
shadow social security secretary 
said after reports that the 
Downing Street policy unit was 
working an election manifesto 
plan to require people to take 
out private pensions to replace 
State Earnings Related Pensions 
(Serps). 

The Government said the re- 
ports were “speculative" but 
support for the total privatisa- 
tion of state pensions came 
from Ihe Tory Bow Group in a 
policy paper by Geoffrey 
Clifton-Brown. Tbiy MP for 
Cirencester and Tewkesbury. 
He said the current state pen- 
sion was a poor investment and 
investing two thirds of nation- 
al insurance contributions in a 
private fund could deliver £280 
a week. 

Alistair Darling, a Labour 
Treasury spokesman, said 
500,000 people bad been mis- 
sold private pensions after a 
Government drive to switch 


people from Serps. •‘People will 
be deeply suspicious of a Gov- 
ernment with such on appalling 
record actively encouraging 
people to do it again." he said. 

Figures yesterday released by 
the Department of Social Se- 
curity showed that the bad pub- 
licity could be hitting the 
schemes. About 5.56 million 
people had personal pensions in 
1994-5 but that was a fall of 
100,000 on the previous year. 

But in her first major speech 
since taking over the social se- 
curity portfolio in the summer, 
Ms Hannan yesterday stated 
Labour’s commitment to renew 
the welfare state. She said the 
welfare state must be ahead of 
economic and soda] change, not 
lagging behind. 

On pensions, she committed 
Labour to introducing a “flex- 
ible decade" of retirement, in 
which people could take re- 
duced state pensions, if they 
wanted to retire early. 

‘Labour believes with a flex- 
ible decade of retirement the 
state pension could give signif- 
icantly more choice about when 
they retire. It would make a sig- 
nificant contribution towards 
giving people more choice and 
bt in with today's lifestyles and 
work patterns." Ms Harman 
said. 
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China feels Thatcher’s handbag 



SI 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 


As she herself told her hosts, she 
was never “famous for remain- 
ing silent". In that respect, 
she remained true to form. 

A speech by Baroness 
Thatcher in Peking yesterday 
was punctuated try just the sort 
of comments China does not ex- 
pea to hear from visiting for- 
mer world statesmen: “dismay” 
at recent harsh sentences for 
dissidents, warnings to China 
not to block Internet access, a 
reference to Qin dynasty book- 
burning. and a prediction that 
economic reform was “bound to 
lead in time to change in the way 
in which China is governed". 

In her familiar bn£ht blue suit 
and pearls, she mused: “It is very 
interesting that the same Chi- 
nese people in mainland China 
... produce a totally different 
standard of living' 1 from that of 
Hong Kong. The answer, she 
added, was “the system of gov- 
ernment under which you live”. 
Visiting diplomats and busi- 
ness leaders do not display 
such forthrightness when speak- 
ing in China, fearful of losing 
contracts as a result- 

The former British prime 
minister declared that British 
rule deserved the credit for 
Hong Kong’s prosperity but 
that “the success of the transi- 
tion is now in China's hands". 
She warned Chinese leaders 
that the return of Hong Kong 
would “have the most direct and 
immediate bearing on China's 
reputation in the world". 

Lady Thatcher said she in- 
tends to be in Hong Kong on 30 
June next year, when sover- 
eignty reverts to China, “to 
witness the undertakings so 
solemnly given by China ... be- 
ing put into practice" 

It was. however, as one of (he 
signatories to the 19S4 S Lao- 
13 rit is h Joint Declaration on 
the return of Hong Kong that 
she wanted to make her point. 



Burials begin 
of Indian air 
crash victims 


Hour-<M baby 


heart implant 


Adda Fatima, four months 
old, was laid to res as India 
began burying victims of 
history’s worst mid-air 
collision, which killed 349. 
She was buried alongside 
graves for up to 10(1 

■ xanv'tfrv .5(1 mile 


in a cemetery 50 miles 
from New Delhi “We haven t 
found the bodies of her 

parents," her unde said. 
Authoritics have identified 
131 of 294 bodies recovered 
after Tuesdays collision 
between a Saudi Boeing and 
a Kazakh freighter. 

Reuter -Otarkhidadri 


Chcvcnne Pyle, a • . 
onc-bour-old girl bom wuh.a 
defective heart, ww S'**® a 
new one in a Miami hospital • 
Tests last month on Alberta 
Pvte, 27. shewed the left side 
oi' her baby’s heart was faulty. 
After doctors traced a heart 
from a baby dead at birth and 
flew it from another, 
unnamed, city, Cheyenne was 
delivered by Caesarean • -~ 

section; the heart operation 
began an hour later. 

Phil Davison Miami 
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Balyb Mr Clean 
quits Cabinet 


‘Shoot-to-kilT 

warrants 


Antonio Di Pietro, who 
helped sink Italy's governing 
class over corruption, 
resigned as Public Works 
Minis ter after coming under 
investigation himself over 
alleged irregularities in the 
way he conducted his 
inquiries. It was not clear if 
his resignation had been 
accepted by the Prime 
Minister, Romano Prodi, who 
earlier expressed support for 
his minister, star of the Milan 
“Gean Hands investigators 
until he quit in 1994. 

Reuter- Rome 


Arrest warrants were served 
on East Germany's last 
hardline Communist leader. 
Egon Kivnz, and three 
deputies after a higher court 
said they amid be jailed if 
convicted ot manslaughter. 
They have have been on trial 
for the past year, charged 
with responsibility for deaths 
at the Berlin Will and border 
between the former two 
Gcrmanys. The Supreme 
Court allowed former East 
German leaders to be jailed 
for “shool-to-kiir and 
removed an important line 
of defence Mr kreuz had 
been using in the trial. 


Big blue: Hostesses watching a telecast of Baroness Thatcher speaking at China's annual business summit In Peking 


Photograph: Reuter 


Asked by a Hong Kong mem- 
ber of the audience what “time- 
bomb'’ Britain had left to 
disrupt the territory after 1997. 
she retorted: “It will not have 
been Britain that created that 
time-bomb. I don't believe 
there is one. And you should not 
look or try to find one." 

On the mainland these days. 


television viewers receive night- 
ly teach-ins on the evils of colo- 
nialism and the reversion of 
sovereignty takes centre stage 
in nationalistic propaganda. 

Lady Thatcher presented an 
alternative view. “Hong Kong 
has built its own way of life and 
a level of prosperity [that] it 
would never have had except for 


being under British rule with 
sound administration, a rule of 
law, a free enterprise economy, 
and private property." 

On the question of whether 
political liberty and rule of law 
m Hong Kong will survive 1997, 
Lady Thatcher said “China will 
need to show great under- 
standing for Hong Kong’s tra- 


ditions, above all its tradition of 
free speech". She regretted 
Peking's decision to scrap the 
elected Legislative Council 
(Legco), and hoped China “will 
take the earliest steps to or- 
ganise free and fair elections'*. 


and culture. But she referred to 
“a consistent thread” in China’s 
history “of guarding against 
outside intrusion, whether it be 
trade or ideas or people". 

In characteristic fashion, she 
issued her own advice to Chi- 


Latinos hit at 
Republicans 


Last service 
fromNastase 


On China's role in the wider ' na’s leaders. “Never be afraid 
world. Lady Thatcher paid com- of public opposition Let pub- 
pliments to the country’s history lie opposition come out." 


Peking threatens Tibet’s radical monks 


More evidence that 1996 was 
the year Republicans lost the 
Latino vote came with the 
fall of Robert Do man, 
conservative Orange County 
congressman. After a count 
of absentee ballots, Loretta 
Sanchez, a Democrat, led by 
a few hundred votes, boosted 
by Hispanic electors angered 
by the Republicans' 
anti-immigrant message. 

Tim Cornwell— Los Angela 


The ex-tennis star Hie 
Nastase, who litilcd to 
become mayor of Bucharest 
in June and this month faded 
to become an MP, ended his 
foray into politics and 
resigned from Romania's 
ruling Party of Social 
Democracy. Adrian Bridge 


Peking (Reuter) — China will defrock 
radical monks in Tibet in a crackdown 
that could last up to five years in an 
attempt to uproot the influence of the 
Dalai Lama in his Himalayan home- 
land. a Chinese propaganda official 
said yesterday. 

“Lamas who are comparatively re- 
actionary will be told to return to sec- 
ular life," the official said in Tibet's 


capital, Lhasa. “Reorganisation of 
monasteries ... will consist mainly of 
ideological education ... It could con- 
tinue for three to five years." 

China has vowed to curb the influ- 
ence of Buddhism and the Dalai 
Lama, Tibet’s exiled god-king, in the 
region, saying religion must conform 
to socialism. “Religious culture ... not 
only hampers social development and 


people becoming more civilised," the 
official Tibet Dotty said yesterday. The 
newspaper has also complained that 
monte in Tibet outnumbered stu- 
dents and more money was spent on 
monasteries than on Communist Par- 
ty buildings. 

“Monasteries will not be dosed 
[but] work teams will enter and be sta- 


tioned at monasteries." the propaganda 
offi cial said. 

For several months, China has been 
stationing “work teams" in Tibetan 
monasteries. The teams force monte 
into study sessions on becoming more 
“patriotic" and into signing pledges 
supporting Chinese authorities. 

There were -1,787 temples in Tibet 
by early 1996, with 46,000 monks and 


□uns, the Tibet Daily said The news- 
paper complained that young Tibetans 
were entering the dergy and living off 
alms instead of wotkin& China has shut 
many temples in Tfoet in recent years. 
“The spiritual realm is the main bat- 
tlefield of our struggle against the Dalai 
Lama clique," the newspaper said. It 
claims that some temples have become 
the headquarters of separatist forces. 


Cult members 
surrender 


Kidnapper’s 
finger of fete 


TWo members of the cult 
accused of last year’s Tokyo 

subway gassing, which killed 
12 people and injured 
thousands, gave themselves 
wp.Beater~Jbkyo 


Thru Odajima, alleged to . 
have cut off hit finger and 
mailed it to familv members 
to fake his own kidnapping, 
was arrested after leaving a 
fingerprint on a form at a 
hospital where he sought 
treatment for the finger he 
cut from his left hand. 

Ratter - Tokyo 
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Test to find your Perfect Partner 


K you want to meet the partner of your dreams 
why not take part in our latest campaign. Von 
could find the person you have been looking 
for amongst thousands of our members throughout 
the country, all seeking their special partner. Simply 
complete the questionnaire below and send it to us 
today (along with three first class stamps). You will 
receive in the strictest confidence, entirely free of 
charge and with no obligation; vour free test match, 
our full colour brochure and the popular Dateline 
paperback book. There’s never been a better time to 
join the world’s largest and most successful 
Introduction Agency. 
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Qu estionnaire 

Please complete in block capitals 
l.MrG Mrs □ Ms □ 


3. Education 
Private /Public □ 
Comprehensive □ 
Secondary Modem □ 


Grammar 


Surname:. 


First Name: 


Address: 


O Levels / GCSPs □ A levels □ 
Further Education □ 

University / Professional Equivalent □ 
Technical Qualification G 


4. Your Personality 

(tick which traits closely describe you) 


Post Code: 


1 am seriously interested in meeting some- 
one through Dateline. 


□ Affectionate 

□ Serious 

□ Considerate 

□ Shy 

G Romantic 


□ Fashionable 
G Practical 

□ Conventional 

□ Reliable 

G Adventurous 


6. Your interests 

(sections 6. and 7. Plane tick for a liking, 
cross for a dislike or leave blank for no 

pref) 

□ Wining Dining □ Jazz Folk music 

G Pubs G Classical music 

□ Sports Keep fit □ Theatre Arts 
G Politics/Hi story O Watching TV 

□ Reading □ Smoking 

□ Travelling . D Astrology 

□ Science Tech □ Children 

□ Cinema G Homemalring 

G Pets. Animals G Gardening 

G Pop music „ □ Countryside 




Accounting 
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Omcija Multimedia Syitomr. 







1 


2. Persona] Information 
Marital Status: Single □ Divorced G 
Widowed G Separated G 

Age: Height: 

Occupation 

Religion: 

Build: slight G medium G large G 
Attractiveness: Very attractive G 
Attractive □ Average O 


5. Your Attitudes 

(tick for yes, cross for no or leave blank if 

you don ’ t feel strongly) 

□ Do you prefer town life? 

G Do you involve yourself with 
community activities? 

□ Do you have many friends of your 
own sex? 

□ Are you interested m cu r rent affairs? 

H Are you looking for one special 

relationship? 

O Do you like team activities? 

0 Does your work make it difficult to 
meet new people? 

□ Do you feel resentful when forced to 
act quickly? 

O Do you want to extend your social life 
as well as finding a special 
relationship? 

□ Do you devote a lot of time to your 
social life? 
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£9350° 
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Relation Processor Performance 


Printer Option 


pc Joystick and 5 Multimsdl* Title'. 


7. Details of the partner you 
would like: 


Min. age: Max. age: 

Height: min._ max. 

Don't mind G 

Marital status: Single G Divorced □ 
Widowed G Separated □ 

Don't mind O 

Build: slight H m edi u m G large G 
Attractiveness: Very attractive □ 
Attractive □ Average Q 
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Strikes 
scare off 
French 
bank sale 


Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 


The French government has 
halted the privatisation of the 
banking group CIC in a deci- 
sion that appears to have more 
to do with politics than eco- 
nomics. 

With popular discontent run- 
ning high over unemployment, 
stale budgetary constraints and 
the Prime Minister personally, 
the government’s priority is io 
avoid a resurgence of last year's 
near- revolutionary’ street 
protests. 

The ofGciai reason given for 
calling off the privatisation was 
that only one serious offer had 
been received and that was 
considered too low. But the tim- 
ing of the announcement - on 
the eye of a public-sector strike 
that is expected to halt most lo- 
cal transport - suggests that the 
economic argument was not 
uppermost. 

The privatisation of CIC had 
encountered strong opposition 
from bank employees, and 
from politicians who predicted 
the end of regional banking in 
France. 

The next few weeks will be a 
sensitive lime for the French 
government, and for the Prime 
Minister. Alain Juppe. 

It was a year ago today that 
he presented to Parliament his 
plan for a comprehensive re- 
form of the welfare and public 
service pension system, precip- 
itating a six-week movement of 
popular protest. 

The period between now and 
Christmas will be punctuated by 
a series of anniversaries of last 
years “glorious protests'* and 
the ever-present risk of a re- 
currence. 

This is not the first time in re- 
cent months that the govern- 
ment has shown extreme 
caution when confronted with 
any incipient protests that could 
assume national proportions. 


Three weeks ago. a plan to re- 
structure the state railway com- 
pany was quietly shelved. A 
short announcement on the 
day the bill had been due for 
publication said only that it 
had been postponed.' 

The bin had been expected to 
set out a completely reworked 
and greatly diluted’ version of 
last year's planned reform of the 
railways. Even this, it seems, was 
considered too risky. The rail- 
wayman. with their pension 
and job worries, had spear- 
headed last year's protests, 
shutting down the national net- 
work for four weeks. 

The government is also 
smarting' from the outcry that 
met its decision to sell off the 
state-owned electronics and 
communications company, 
Thomson. The protest was 
threefold: That such a giant of 
the French suite sector should 
be sold off at all; that a company 
which most French people 
though! was flourishing feven 
though it made huge losses) 
should be sold for the symbol- 
ic sum of one franc: and that the 
winning hid should include the 
further sale of a Thomson sub- 
sidiary -Thomson Multimedia 
- to a "foreign company. Daewoo 
of South Korea. 

The public relations fiasco of 
the Thomson sell-off. which 
unleashed all France’s pent-up 
anxiety about jobs leaving the 
state sector, state assets going 
to foreigners and the stale of 
France Tn general, is likely to 
have heen a big factor in ves- 
terdav’s decision to delay the 
sale of CIC. 

Whether it will forestall job 
losses at the ailing bank, or fore- 
stall a predicted shake-up in the 
precarious French hanking sec- 
tor generally, is another matter. 

Like the "retreat on the rail- 
ways. the decision may only have 
been postponed until a less 
sensitive time of year. Stand by 
for the spring. 



Lesson in power: Police grappling with a protesting student in Madrid yesterday during demonstrations against 
cuts in Spain's education budget There were demonstrations across the nation Photograph: Reuters 


Industrialist’s 
son held by Eta 
kidnappers 


EEzabeth Nash 

Madrid 


Crisis returned to the Spanish 
Basque country yesterday after 
the son of a prominent indus- 
trialist was kidnapped, appar- 
ently by the separatist 
organisation Eta. 

The action follows a renewed 
Eta campaign to extort “revo- 
lutionary taxes" from the re- 
gion's industrialists. 

Cosine Ddclaux, 34, son of a 
prosperous glass-making family 
linked to a powerful Basque 
bank, disappeared last Monday 
in Las Arenas near Bilbao. His 

car was found near bis workplace 

two days later. Police believe Eta 
will demand a huge ransom and 
use the crime to frighten other 
Basque entrepreneurs. 

Extortion of “revolutionary 
taxes” is Eta's favoured method 
of raising funds for its fight for 
an independent Basque home- 
land, and ibis is the third such 
campaign in a year. Some 50 
businessmen and profession- 
als have received threatening 
letters in the past month, de- 
manding up to £30.000 for the 
“libera oon process" and offer- 
ing to accept payment in in- 
stalments. 

The Interior Minister, Jaime 
Mayor Oreja. admitted the re- 
cent lull in Eta activity was no 
more than “a mirage*’. Police 
think the latest action indicates 


the recomposition of an Eta 
strike force. 

The government has ap- 
pealed for recipients not to 
yield to threatening letters but 
to tell the police, but many will 
be too frightened to Uo so. A 
businessmen's leader said the 
kidnapping “worsened an al- 
ready intolerable situation*’ by 
heightening the climate of fear 
and threatening to derail mea- 
sures to bolster the region's 
flogging industrial activity. 

Eta already holds hostage 
Jose Antonio Ortega Lara, a 
prison officer seized more than 
10 months ago. Last April Eta 
released the businessman Jose 
Maria AJdaya. reportedly on 
payment of more "than 
£5(10.000, after nearly a year. 

The latest action has ended 
cautious moves to bring Dearer 
home some of the 540 Eta pris- 
oners held throughout Spain, 
meeting one of Eta's principal 
demands. That process was the 
fruit of talks between democratic 
Basque nationalists and the in- 
terior ministry. Basque leaders 
do not deny the existence of con- 
tacts with people close to Eta. 
and all parties see the need for 
political as well as policing mea- 
sures to end the guerrilla war. 

If confirmed as an Eta oper- 
ation, the kidnapping marks 
the 76th in a campaign that has 
claimed more than 800 lives in 
30 years. 


US will send troops to new Bosnia force 


Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 


The United Stales confirmed 
yesterday that it would provide 
up to one-third of a follow-on 
Nato force in Bosnia 

The decision, which had been 
expected, sets the seal on a new 
force of some kind for Bosnia 
for the coining year, ft came 
as the nations involved in 
Bosnia met in Paris to examine 
other aspects of the former 
Yugoslavia 

The new multinational fol- 
low-on force will replace the 
present 60.000-membcr Imple- 
mentation Force tlfor). Nato 
peacekeepers, including about 


15,000 US. troops, are set to pull 
out by the end of the year. 

Natu's Secretary-General 
said in Washington that the 
overall force would come from 
about 30 countries and be 
as large as 3H.UQ0 troops. His 
“best guess", he said, is that 
there will be 6,000 to 10,000 
Americans. 

“1 can't guarantee it, but 
that’s my feeling.” Javier Soluna 
said, after meeting with US of- 
ficials. including Vice Presi- 
dent. A1 Gore. 

The decision will create some 
continuity in Bosnia, under- 
lined by die conference in Paris. 
It agreed that the authority 
and powers of Carl BfldL the in- 


ternational community's High 
Representative to Bosnia, are to 
be increased and the post will 
be maintained for a further 
two years to oversee the tran- 
sition to civilian government and 
a durable peace in Bosnia. 

France, as host of yester- 
day's Bosnia meeting, was con- 
cerned to keep official pro- 
ceedings on course and set the 
guiding principles for the two- 
year “consolidation period” in 
Bosnia-Herzcgovina. 

Among them is a l.Vpoinl set 
of priorities governing weapons 
control and reduction, the for- 
mation of a civilian police force, 
human rights guarantees, free- 
dom of movement, the safe re- 


turn of refugees and “full co- 
operation” with the Interna- 
tional War Crimes tribunal. 

While all participants stres- 
sed the progress since last year, 
Mr Bildl and international rep- 
resentatives expressed “con- 
cern” that insufficient progress 
had been made in important 
areas. They were particularly 
unhappy about the time being 
taken to form civil institutions 
in Bosnia, starting with a gov- 
ernment. 

In yesterday’s “guidelines”, 
the Bosnian presidency pledged 
“as a high priority to establish 
all the joint institutions provided 
for in the Constitution and 
make them fully ope rational as 


soon as possible” The guidelines 
also included pointed reminders 
that provision of aid could de- 
pend on implementation of the 
peace agreement 

“There is a link,” they said, 
“between the availability of in- 
ternational financial assistance 
and the degree to which all the 
authorities of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina fully implement 
the peace agreement, including 
co-operation with the Interna- 
tional Criminal Tribunal." 

As High Representative, Mr 
Bildt is to have his role “rein- 
forced”, so that he chairs all 
“key” meetings with agencies 
working on the ground, he will 
be acknowledged as the "final 


authority” where there are con- 
flicts in interpreting aspects of 
the peace accords relating to 
civilian matters. 

He will also have the au- 
thority to make "recommen- 
dations” to the Bosnian auth- 
orities. His staff is also likely to 
be increased. Whether Mr 
Bildt's 12-month mandate will 
be extended has not yet been 
discussed, but it appears to 
be likely. 

The meeting in Paris Is to be 
followed by a conference in 
London in three weeks’ time to 
consider how the principles 
agreed yesterday will be put into 
practice. It also agreed to hold 
municipal elections. 
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15% off 

all shower enclosures, 
screens and trays; 
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iood ideas cost less at Homebase. 
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Would you like to add extra 
facilities? An en- suite shower? 
A downstairs too? But are you put 
off by the cost? the disruption? 
the sheer difficulty of It aH7 If so- 
read on and And out how' the 
Saniflo range of products can let 
you add extra faculties with ease 
and without ft costing a fortune! 

BEFORE... 



Take this understate b r oom 
cupboard for example. A handy place 
to keep brushes and buckets, 
but not raaly used to advantage. 
Imposstote to pul a bo there because 
Its on the wrong skfe of the house 
from the soa pipe. So, iteessynu have 
a deep trench dug to put n the 4 inch 
s63 pipe drainage, sou oarit add a too. 

AFTER... 



Oh yes you can! Saniflo's 
Sarvchasse enables you to change 
an understate cupboard into a 
desirable downstairs cloakroom 
without fuss, mess or clumsy 
plumbing. Sariehasse is an elegant 
white WC suite with wafer saving 
6 litre flush and - here's the clever 


bit - a built-in macerator pumping 
system. This means that when you 
flush the too, the waste is pumped 
away through mini-bore 22 mm 
pipes. These can run through Joists 
and small spaces to the soil pipe 
which can be up to SO metres 
distant 

THE CHOICE IS Y0URS~ 

With Saniflo you can choose what 
faculties you add - and where you 
add them. This is because SenHIo 
has a range of products which 
means that anything from an 
sn-sulte shower room to a 
complete bathroom or even an 
extra kitchen or utility room can 
be added easily and at low cost 

FROM A LOO 
TO A BATHROOM 



Saniflo range starts with the basic 
Sanifto which allows an additional 
WC to be added anywhere. 
The discreet compact white box 
fits behind any horizontal outlet 
WC and pumps waste away 
through small bore pipework to a 
distant sod stack. So the choice 
of colour and design of the WC 
suite is yours. 

EN-SUITE 

With top of the range Santptus 
(see picture on right}, a complete 
bathroom can be installed. An 
erauke shower room can be 
installed in a large bedroom 
without fuss or problem (and 
Sanfflo have a range of superb stand 
alone shower units to choose from). 


SAN I PI© 

THE ROWER BEHIND 2 MILLION BATHROOMS 

CALI FREE ON 0800 444899 


FROM ATTIC 
TO BASEMENT 



With Santtop, a WC and a wash 
basm can be added. Plus, because 
of Sanllop’s pumping power, the 
cloakroom can be in a basement 
or betow sower level 


Afl Saniflo units are fully approved, 
cany a ftjfl two year guarantee 
and can be found in Builders' and 
Plumbers’ Merchants throughout 
the UK. So you really can rsty on 
Saniflo to add extra luxury and 
value. 

WHAT TO DO NEXT? 

Just coll the Circe brochure 
line or scud in the coupon 
for fall details of the 
Saniflo range. Ref: 1 15 


CALL FREE ON 

0800 444899 



i — — — — - — — — — — 

Complete the coupon for full product range detafe. (no sbmp required). 

Nime: 

Address; 


Postcode: 


115.11.96 i 


POSTTO SAMFU3 LTD. WffiPOST, PO BOXfl BUNTTNOTORD. HERTS 5G9 0DR. 
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The night 
a Florida 
town 
burned 


Phil Davison 

Miami 


At least five people were 
wounded by gunfire as the 
Florida retirement town of St 
Petersburg erupted in rioting 
overnight Wednesday-Thurs- 
day for the second time in 
three weeks. 

Groups of black youths 
roamed the streets, burning 
buildings and shooting at white 
policemen and motorists. after 
a white policeman was cleared 
of blame for shooting a black 
youth on 24 October. Police re- 
sponded with tear gas. 

After the verdict was an- 
nounced, black youths shot a 39- 
year-old white policeman in the 
leg. -Another officer flying a he- 


licopter was grazed by a bullet 
and three civilians were also 
wounded. Bullets were fired at 
four small helicopters hired by 
local television station camera- 
men hut none was reported bit. 

The usually staid Gulf coast 
town across the bay from Tampa 
-where blacks form 20 per cent 
of the 240,000 population - was 
stunned by the latest violence 
in a predoniinantly black district 
south of the town centre. 

AJihough the rioting was less 
widespread than on 24 October, 
when 11 people were hurt and 
28 building? torched, it ap- 
peared to involve more shoot- 
ing and less rock-throwing. 

Police and city officials 
blamed a radical black group 
known as the National People's 



Flashpoint An armed police officer standing by as fire bums In a car lot during a night of disturbances in the Florida town of St Petersburg 


Democratic Uburu Movement, 
which had warned that ■‘the 
town is going to burn" if a jury 
acquitted white officer James 
Knight of killing TJron Lewis, 
18, last month. The officer fired 
into Lewis’s car after the youth 
refused to roli down his tinted 


windows and allegedly edged 
the car forward towards the po- 
lice man. 

Although the jury of 15 
whites and one black ruled on 
Wednesday that the shooting 
was “justifiable homkade", a po- 
lice investigation ruled that of? 


ficer Knight should have re- 
treated instead of shooting. He 
was suspended without pay for 
two months. 

A local equal rights activist, 
Perkins Shelton, said: “AD the 
officer bad to dowas step aside. 
Instead, be shot and killed that 


boy. That shows how valueless 
black people's lives are in this 

co mmuni ty-* 1 T himan Smith, 

who raised Lewis, said: “Tb kill 
my son and then clear the “offi- 
cer is unthinkable." 

After .the jury verdict, the 
Uhuru movement —apparently 


named after the Swahili word for 
‘freedom’ - distributed leaflets 
nailing for a “co mmuni ty meet- 
ing" at 630pm on Wednesday. 
“We will not be shot down in the 
streets like dogs," it said. “Get 
organised!" The shooting erupt- 
ed around 630pm. 



Archbishop who 

&Q's Key Season Prices 


If Elf 

season 


find them for less 
locally and 
we’ll refund iu Him 

DOUBLE THE 
DIFFERENCE" 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


Bosch CSB 550 RE Corded Drill 

550W, 13mm chuck, variable 
speed. (Shown above). 

Bosch Cordless Drill 
P5B 12VSP-2 

12 volts. 10mm keyless chuck. 
Variable speed. — _ 

\ £08” 

I 



Bosch Cordless Drill 
PSB 9.6VES-2 
9.6 volts. 10mm **.+*,** 
keyless chuck. £1 fjV/5 


Variable speed. , 


Bosch Cordless Drill PSR 7.2VES 

72 volts, 10mm keyless chuck. + m < 
Variable speed. 

Bosch Planer PH 015-82 
500 watts. 1 .5mm depth of 

3SS na82n,m £55^ 

Bosch Multi Sander PEX 12AE 
400W, single speed. 

With dust bag. 


ONLY 

£1.67 LITRE 

DuIuk Vinyl Matt 
or Silk Emulsion. 
7.5 Litres. Pure 
Brilliant While. 


Supawrap Loft Insulation 

100mm x 370mm x “ 

Also available 
150mm x 370mm 
x 5.33m 

£475 

fci R^per rofl 

200mm x 370mm 
x3.5m 
(Not Shown) 


£ 5 ”. 



Jo-Jo Quadro 
Extension Reel 

10 amp, 4 socket cable 
reel, 4 metres. 

Was £7.99 




.99 





Amcor H200 
Dehumidifier 
Variable humidity 
control. Suitable 
for 2/3 bedroom 
homes. 

£ 146 " 


EWT 

Oil Riled 
Electric Heater 
OR602TLS 
1 .5kW, 3 settings. 

£54*" 





Dulux Vinyl Matt 
or Silk Coloured 
Emulsion. 

5 Litres. Available 
in Wild Primrose. 
Soft Peach or 
Magnolia. 




EWT 

Convector 

Heater 

205NTT. 

2000W. 

£ 19* 9 


Karcher411 
Pressure Washer 
High pressure hose, 
with trigger gun. 
Was £129 




■pse Security ■ 
■oodilght SH5000M 


Scalloped Edged 
lBlns Pleated 
UpHghter 

Available in Pink, 
ge. Cream, 
White or Peacock. 



£10l 



EARN TESCO 
CLUBCARD POINTS 
AT B&Q NOW! 

Pick up a leaflet In store. 

Does not apply In BBC Warehouses 

or B&C Depots. 
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A BIGGER CHOICE 
ABETTER PRICE 


Cotoroll Hour de Lys 
Wallpaper 

In Green, Blue or 
Burgundy wflh 
co-ordinating 
sJ^Red Was £7.99 
design. £K.99 

perre 

Co-ordinating Was £4.99 
Borders ^ 

per roll 



Ftymo 

GardenVac Plus 

750W motor, wrth 
integral shredding 
system and 
collection bag. 
Was £83.99 

£ 79 " 

Larch-Lap Fence 

Paneb >40.991 

6ft x 6ft LIJ 

6ft x 5ft €QP 

6ft x 4ft £ 12 ■ 69 

6ft x 3ft £!2* 49 

Larch-Lap Fence 

POST* 

6ft x 31ns x3ins £4* 49 

8ft x 3ins x 31ns... ......£5^ 


UP TO 12 MONTHS 
INTEREST FREE 
CREDIT* 


It was Lhe most public of dyings 
-yet somehow Cardinal Joseph 
Bemadm, Archbishop of Chica- 
go, suffused his own with a dig- 
nity, serenity and faith chat 
made the last months of his life 
a national -inspiration. 

“Heaven’s a Bale better place 
today,” said one parishioners 
from the city’s ethnic West Side 
when be heard of his death. 

The highest-ranking figure in 
the US Catholic church died 
early yesterday at his home af- 
ter an 18-month bout of pan- 
creatic cancer. He underwent 
surgery in June 1995, but after 
an initial remission announced 
in August that the disease had 
spread and had become inop- 
erable. A fortnight ago, he gave 
up his duties in the archdiocese. 

Even so, the Cardinal re- 
| mained active until the end in 
the great moral debates of his 
day - including a patient’s right 
to assisted suicide, an issue 
now taken up by the US Su- 
preme Court and which he op- 
posed vehemently. “I am at the 
end of my earthly life," he 
wrote to the Court on 7 No- 
vember, “and I know from my 
own experience that patients 
face difficult and deeply per- 
sonal decisions about their care 
... but creating this new ‘right’ 
will endanger society and send 
a false signal that a less than 
‘perfect' Hue is not worth Uving." 

The Archbishop died sur- 
rounded by his sister and 
friends, having received phone 
calls on the final day of his life 
from President BOl Clinton and 
the Pope, who thanked him “for 
everything he had done for the 
archdiocese of Chicago and 





Cardinal Joseph Bemadin: 
Viewed death as a friend 

the universal Church," accord- 
ingto a Vatican spokesman. 

During 14 years as a cardinal 
representing the 23 million 
Catholics in .Chicago, perhaps 
his most valuable service was as 
. a builder of consensus ami 
compromise on issues which set 
liberal US Catholics at odds with 
Rome - among them birth con- 
trol, women priests and Aids. 

Moderate and quiet-spoken, 
the 68-year-old Cardinal com- 
manded respect from all quar- 
ters of his church and beyond. 
Nothing, however, became him 
more than his handling of sex- 
ual molestation charges brought 
by former seminarian, Stephen 
Cook. Mr Conk, who died of 
Aids last year, recanted his sto- 
ry and was publicly forgiven by 
the Cardinal. Despite "his em- 
barrassment, he was stoic and 
serene throughout the ordeal. 

Cardinal Bemadin had come 
to terms with mortality. “We can 
look at death in two ways, as an 
enemy or a friend,” he' said in 
September. “As a person of 
faith, I see death as a friend." 
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AND FIRE 
SURROUNDS 
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Nazi gold loot 


Imperial Surround 

Oak effect with marble - . ^ A „ 
effect back panel 


Louise Jury 


and hearth. 1220mm. 


Typical Example 
Repayment Table 
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Valor Sunflre 
Radiant 
Gas Fire 

£ 194 " 
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6 months 
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The Swiss government has in- 
vited GrevQle J aimer MP to dis- 
cuss the Nazi gold affair in 
Berne next week. . 

Mr Janner, chairman of the 
Holocaust Education Trust and 
vice-president of the World 
Jewish Congress, will demand 
an immediate contribution by 
the Swiss to Jewish charities 
working with Holocaust sur- 
vivors as a “significant gesture 
to the victims of Nazism who are 
fast chetng away”. He will also 
press for speed and openness in 
investigating what happened 
to Nazi-looted wealth. 

The meeting will be the first 
face-to-face opportunity for 
putting his case to Flavio Cot- 
ti, the Swiss foreign secretary, 
Tnomas Borer, who is headinc 
th e inquiry, and Swiss members 
ofpariramenL Mr Janner, with 
David Hunt MP who chairs the 
Inter-Parliamentary Council 
Against Anti-Semitism, also 
hopes to meet bankers 

Switzerland has been em- 
barrassed by the storm of con- 
troverey which followed 
allegations that at the end of the 
Second iWarid Wir it held on to 
gold which it knew could not 
teve been obtained by Germany 
legally. In September, the Swiss 


government bowed to wurld- 
wde pressure and announced 
plans to lift the secrecy sur- 
rounding its banking business to 
betp the search for any such 
wealth left in its bank vaults. 

Mr Janner said yesterday 
that next Monday’s' meeting 
was further evidence of moves 
ment in the Swiss position. “It 
is wry significant.” he said. 
Robert Reich, attache at the 

Swiss embassy in London, said 

raccthl S fe’to 
i-nabfc Mr Jarmer to present his 
queries and current preoccu- 
Pum cononniitg the whole- 
matter. From our side, we want 

whntk ,n L t0 oncc a 8 ain 
what has been underiukeound 

done in Switzerland." 

Jewish campaigners have 

fF-Zn for a «K*n on the 

5? * Nazi WuaUh - LawveTS 
S, for , the World Jewish 
S^s'^week called on 
on am, France and the United 


■« 
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Photograph: Reuters 


St Petcisburg's mayor. David 
Fischer, called early yesterday 
for tolerance but criticised 
Uhuru. Fearing that the riots 
may spread throughout Florida, 
governor Lawton Chiles said the 
state's National Guard was on 
alert. 
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Fighting threatens to spread as Tutsis launch offensive and a border clash add to tensions in central Africa 

Zaireans attack Uganda border crossing 


MARY BRAID 

Kampala 


Tension in central Africa increased 
still further yesterday as Uganda ac- 
cused Zaire of invading its territory. 

More than 100 men attacked a 
Ugandan border post and five peo- 
ple - (wo civilians and three attack- 
ers - were killed in the incident at 
Npondwc. about 30 miles from the 
town of Kasese. Hundreds of 
villagers fled in panic. 

Witnesses said some of the men 
had Zairean army uniforms but oth- 


ers wore tom, dirty civilian clothes. 

It is one of the most serious bor- 
der incidents between the two coun- 
tries in recent weeks. Zaire has 
accused Uganda, as well as Rwan- 
da and Burundi, of backing the 
rebels who m the past three weeks 
have swept through its eastern ter- 
ritory and taken control of north and 
south Kivu. 

Zaire's claims that its neighbours 
hare designs on its territory have 
heightened fears that the crisis in 
eastern Zaire might spiral into a 
wider conflict. 


The area in which the attack took 
place has recently been flooded 
with Zairean refugees fleeing fight- 
ing further south on the Zaire- 
Rwanda border, around Goma. To 
escape the war between rebels and 
Zairean troops and the worst ex- 
cesses of retreating 7a iri-an sol- 
diers, the refugees have been 
crossing into Uganda, travelling 
around Lake Edward and crossing 
back to Zaire via the Kazinga Chan- 
nel further north in Kasese province. 

There is speculation that the at- 
tackers arc the desperate remnants 


of Zairean army units which have 
also fled the fighting further south, 
or Zairean bandits taking advantage 
of the chaos. Shops were looted din- 
ing the raid. 

“We don’t care if this was sanc- 
tioned by the Zairean government 
or not,” a Ugandan government 
spokesman said yesterday. “The fact 
is that this is a breach of our sover- 
eign territory and the taking of our 
people's lives by foreign aggressors. 
We have sent in reinforcements. And 
we are taking the attack very seri- 
ously." Representations had not 


been made to the Zairean govern- 
ment because complaints about oth- 
er border incidents bad gone 
unheeded, he said. 

Martin Aliker, Uganda's foreign 
minister, said the attacker s appeared 
to consist of Zairean troops and 
Ugandan dEsadents, trained in Zaire, 
He said the attack reflected the gen- 
eral lawlessness caused by the crisis 
in eastern Zaire. He denied that 
Uganda had supported the Zairean 
rebels. 

The Ugandan government has 
repeatedly warned that it wiB defend 


its border vigorously against any out- 
side a gg ression. The decision by 
the international community to in- 
tervene in the crisis in eastern Zaire 

is partly motivated by a desire to en- 
sure that it does not spread. 

■ The cross-border attack came on 
the day that Major General Edward 
Smith of the US Army, who has been 
commander of the Southern Euro- 
pean Thsk Rirce, flew into the Ugan- 
dan capital Kampala with a 40-strong 
h*gm to arrangements for the 
international operation to resoie one 
million Rwandan Hutu refugees 


trapped by the fighting in eastern 
Zaire. The operation is expected to 
start next week. The US assess- 
ment team yesterday moved on to die 
Rwandan capital Kigali 
Kampala seems set to become the 
nerve-centre of the opera boo and aid 
agencies were yesterday preparing 
for a massive airlift However, the 
military forces must first secure 
Goma airport, which is held by the 
rebels. Entebbe, Kampala’s airport, 
was at the centre of the 1994 relief 
operation aimed at the same 
refugees facing the same problems. 


British 
military 
experts 
plan aid 
for lm 

Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

British and US mfliian planners 
have arrived in central .Africa to 
work out what the internation- 
al intervention force is in do to 
help the 1.2 million refugees 
roaming eastern Zaire, and 
how it will do it. 

Last night, contributors said 
they planned to slay for only 
four months, to stabilise the sit- 
uation and set up aid and evac- 
uation routes, before handing 
over to a mainly African peace- 
keeping force.’ 

The exact objectives of the in- 
ternational force, which may be 
up to 15.000 strong, were being 
thrashed out in New York and 
at a foreign ministers' meeting 
in Paris, originally convened to 
discuss Bosnia. The force will 
operate under UN Charter 
Chapter Seven, giving it tough 
powers to engage local forces if 
necessary, although most of 
the western powers providing 
troops, ineluding Britain, want 
to concentrate on helping 
refugees and delivering aid. 
But aid agencies yesterday said 
the force must have a mandate 
to disarm the Inlcrahamwe 
Hutu militia and former Rwan- 
dan government army, which 
have been terrorising refugees. 

“Without the mandate the 
force will only deal with the 
symptoms and" not the cause of 
the tragedy." Oxfam said. 

The UShas said it will secure 
a three-mile corridor between 
the Rwanda-Zaire border and 
the refugee camp and airport at 
Goma. just inside Zaire. The 
corridor will enable aid to be 
brought in and. western planners 
hope", the Rwandan refugees io 
start returning home. But most 
of the refugees - Hutus who fled 
Rwanda and who fear returning 
hecause they believe they will 
suffer reprisals for the genocide 



Touchdown: The chief US military planner Major-General Edwin P. Smith (centre, hi beret ) and staff arriving hi Kigali yesterday Photograph: AtfAPTV/pool 


of two years ago. and displaced 
Zaireans - are now further 
west, and other troops will need 
to go further into Zaire and find 
them. Some are reported to be 
heading for the distant and iso- 
lated airfield at Kisangani which 
might also become a base for the 
intervention force. If so, it would 
need a large force to secure it. 

The three airfields in the 
immediate area - Goma, Cyan- 
gugu and Bukavu - are small 
and will, initially, be vulnerable. 
US and British planners are 
looking at Nairobi in Kenya and 
Entebbe in Uganda as major 
airfields where huge stocks of 
relief supplies and military 
equipment can be based and 
then flown the relatively short 
distance into Zaire. 

The local mQitiasdo not have 
many heavy weapons and the 



intervention force will need a create an infrastructure which ions as part of a powerful force 
large number of infantry with can sustain a vast population up to 3,500 strong, and Michael 
relatively light vehicles. They already dying from hunger, de- Portillo, Secretary of State for 
will also need many medical hydration and disease. Defence, said the force would 

staff, logistics t roops and engi- Military sources yesterday be based on a brigade of rough- 
neers to restore or set up wa- confirmed that Britain had been ly that size. The headquarters 
ter supplies, repair bridges and planning to send three battal- of the British component is 


expected to be that of 5th Air- 
borne Brigade, based in Aider- 
shot, co mman ded by Brigadier 
Graeme Lamb, 43. The Chief 
of Operations of the Joint 
Rapid Deployment Force, 
Brigadier Jonathan Thomson of 
the Royal Marines, may be the 
senior British commander in the 
theatre. The Airborne brigade 
will control two infantry units, 
expected to be 1st Battalion the 
Parachute Regiment and 45 
Commando, Royal Marines, 
which were put on reduced no- 
tice to move yesterday. 

The Paras exercise in Kenya 
annually, so they are familiar 
with the terrain and dimate, bat 
45 Commando usually spe- 
cialises in arctic warfare. They 
will also need a Logistic Regi- 
ment, an Engineer Regiment 
and medics. 


Rebels fire 
warning shot 
to UN force 


Christian Jennings 

Reuter 


Goma — Heavy fighting flared 
around the eastern Zaire town 
of Goma as Ihtsi rebels sought 
to consolidate gains over their 
Hutu foes ahead of the arrival 
of a multinational peace force. 

Underlining hazards awaiting 
a UN intervention force, firing 
from mortar, anti-aircraft and 
machine-guns boomed around 
the teeming Mugunga camp 
six miles west of the rebel-held 
town on Rwanda’s border. 
Goma residents said they be- 
lieved rebels were trying to 
take on Hum fighters before the 
arrival of the Canadian-led 
force in a few. days. 

Some estimates say Mugun- 
ga is now home to 400,000 
Hutu refugees -one-third of the 
Rwandan and Burundian Hutus 
scattered in eastern Zaire by the 
month-long rebellion. 

After four weeks of mount- 
ing crisis, Western powers have 
agreed to take action in Central 
Africa, but have stressed it 
would be a strictly humanitar- 
ian mission to help more than 
one millio n refugees and dis- 
placed Zaireans. 

But even before setting foot 
in the Great Lakes region, 
home to an explosive cocktail of 
mixed ethnic and political con- 
flicts, differences emerged over 
whether the mission could suc- 
ceed with such limited aims. 

The head of the UN's food 
aid arm said the force must sep- 
arate "the bad guys with the 
guns" from starving refugees or 
its mission would have to be re- 
peated. Catherine Bertrai, ex- 
ecutive director of the World 
Food Programme (WFP), also 
said that while the first step 
would be ensming no weapons 
interfered with humanitarian 
work, ultimately, the fighters 
would have to be disarmed. 

"The step necessary for 
peace in the long term is disar- 


mament, but if we’re talking 
about keeping people alive and 
feeding people today, we would 
want to separate the bad guys 
with guns from the people who 
need to live today,” she said. 

White House press secre- 
tary, Mike McCurzy, said Wash- 
ington believed the mission 
would have to be dearly defined 
and not try to disarm militants. 
But regional experts say that 
withont tackling Hutu thugs, 
blamed for the 1994 genocide 
in Rwanda, the humanitarian 
side of the mission will fail. 

Former members of the 
Rwandan government army 
and the Interahamwe militia 
massacred an estimated 800,000 
people, mostly minority Tutsis, 
before raking sanctuary with 
thousands of other Hums after 


Tomorrow: The 
beginner’s guide to 
the Zaire crisis 


Rwanda's Tutsis won power 
and stopped the killing. 

“This is a false start. As long 
as the international force is 
not prepared to disarm the ex- 
FAR [army troopsJ_and the In- 
terahamwe, its objectives will 
not be achieved,” Seth Ka- 
ra anzi, an adviser to the Rwan- 
dan president, said. 

Mr McCtiny said the US 
commitment to the force in- 
volved sending 1,000 ground 
troops to Zaire. An additional 
2,000 to 3,000 American troops 
would go to nearby countries to 
help with support activities. 

The world community is ea- 
ger to avoid a re-run of 1994, 
when it ended up feeding many 
of those responsible for the 
slaughter in Rwanda. They then 
turned the camps into military 
bases for a possible comeback, 
infuriating the TUtsi-led gov- 
ernments of Rwanda and Bu- 
rundi and sowing the seeds of 
the present crisis. 
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Beoi and Bonney - two tiny puppies, were found shivering and 
terrified in a ditch on a freezing December night. Pitifully thin 
and coveted in weeping sores, it seemed chey had never known 
love and care. 

The Blue Cross gave them the first kindness they had 
known, as well as urgently-needed veterinary care. After several 
weeks with us, the pups made a full recovery, 

*Ib rrcat. feed and care for the pups cosr ansund £150. 
The Blue Cross relies entirely on your generosity to continue its 
life-saving work. Your monthly gift of £2 or more could help save 
more tiny lives. 
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Tim Gidal was one of the 
founders of modern photo- 
journalism. 

. J first picture story. The 
^abond Congress", was pub- 
lished by the Munchncr lUustri- 
e /f e r&sse, a forerunner of 
Picture Post, in 1929, the year he 
entered the University of Mu- 
nich in 1929 to read History. 

He was bom Nachum Gi- 
daJcwnsch,in Munich, in 1909. 
of a Russian father and Lith- 
uanian mother, and he came to 
photography through having 
empty pockets. Like many uni- 
versity students he was hard up 
and when introduced to Paul 
Feinhals, the editor of the 
Afundmer lUustrierte, he grabbed 
the opportunity to eam money. 

Photo-journalism was in- 
vented in Germany as a result 
of Oskar Bamack's little Lcica 
camera. This beautiful instru- 
ment introduced by the Ernst 
Leitz optical company in 1924, 
enabled photographs to be tak- 
en under circumstances, previ- 
ously impossible with the 
large-format cameras popular- 
ly used by the press in (he 
1920s. The potential of the 
Lcica, and its competitor the Er- 
manox, was grasped by those 
who. like Gidal. saw the new 
crop of illustrated magazines 
that were appearing in Germany 
as vehicles for their personal 
expression and as a livelihood. 

Few of them were interested 
in photography fur in own 
sake. The doyen of them ail. 
(he eminently discreet and 
respectable "lawyer Alfred 
Sa Inman, used his Ermanox 
camera as a means of access to 
those with political power and. 
among other nascent photo- 
joumalisls contemporary with 
GidaL only Kurt Hutton and 
Martin Muncacszi had received 
any formal training in photog- 
raphy. For Gidal. as for Felix 
Man! Umbo. Walter Bosshardi, 
Andre Kerte&z. Wolfgang We- 
ber and others, the camera was 
simply a means to an end. 

In *1935. after six years in 
which he spent more time pho- 
tographing than studying. 
Nachum Gidal was awarded lUs 
doctorate by the University of 
Basle, where he hud removed 
himself in 1933 as a conse- 
quence of a growing Nazi pres- 


Beecher Moore was one of the 
backbones of racing dinghy de- 
velopment in this country and 
a respected influence on the 
international sailing scene for 
over half a century. 

His great contribution to the 
sport was in realising what the 

E uhlic wanted. He was the mar- 
king man behind Jack Holt, 
the designer of an estimated 
220.000 sailing dinghies that en- 
abled the popular expansion of 
boating from an exclusive pas- 
time to a sport widely available 
to the masses. 

Bom in I9U.S in Rochester in 
New York State. Moire mov ed 
to Britain before his first birth- 
day. Following un education on 
boih sides of the Atlantic he first 
studied Geology at Harvard 
University, supporting himself 
for a year of his time as a wait- 
er. The academic life did not 
suit him and somewhat reluc- 
tantly. as he considered business 
to he a dirty word, he joined his 
father in Britain in the family 
company. Moore's Modern 
Methods, producer of a widely 
used accounting records system. 
This remained hh primary busi- 
ness interest for many years. 

Moore's father believ ed that 
it was important for the boss to 
be the first to arrive in the morn- 
ing as this set an example to oth- 
er employees. He felt i«x» that 


ence within the university in 
Munich. 

Gidal had been brought up 
in a religious family and had 
strong Zionist convictions from 
an early age. in Germany he had 
been active in the Blau Weiss 
Youth Movement, and a meet- 
ing with Chaim Weizmann in 
1932 had convinced him that he 
should emigrate to Palestine at 
the first opportunity. Two 
months after the award of his 
doctorate, in May 1935, he 
went for a second time to Pales- 
tine and 12 months later settled 
permanently in Jerusalem. 

For two .years he struggled to 
make a living as a photo- 
journalist in a Palestinian Jew- 
ish community more interested 
in kitsch propaganda pictures 
than honest documentary. 
Eventually, however, his luck 
turned and he sold a story on 
the conflict in the Holy Land to 
Stefan Loram, the charismatic 
editor of the newly thriving 
magazine Picture Post. On the 
basis of (his and an encourag- 
ing telegram from Lorant. 
Gidal moved to London. 

In 1940, after two years in 
Britain, where he had over 40 
picture stories published in Pic- 
ture Post - which ranged from 
stories on the life of the unem- 
ployed to a day in a beauty 
school - he returned by sea to 
Palestine. This arduous trip 
round the Cape to Bombay, 
then to Basrah and overland 
through Iraq to Jerusalem, 
produced many memorable 
photographs. Bui wartime Jer- 
usalem bored Gidal, and in 
1942 he joined the Eighth Army 



Fred Lipmann 


The School for Beauty: GUai contributed more than 40 picture stories to Picture Post 
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as a photographer. It was here 
that he acquired his sobriquet 
Tim” from fellow officers dur- 
ing wartime service with the 
army’s magazine Parade, a 
morale-boosting publication 
modelled on the successful Ger- 
man military picture magazine 
Siguil. Together with Bela Zoia, 
another talented photographer, 
he produced for Parade a reg- 
ular stream of photographs and 
stories. Given the honorary 
rank of Captain, Gidal was 
turned loose to cover North 
Africa, the eastern Mediter- 
ranean and the wider Middle 
East before being sent, in Feb- 
ruary 1944, to Mountbatten's 
headquarters in Burma. 

Here he contracted typhus 
and was returned to Jerusalem, 
where he married Sonia Ep- 
stein, joined the Jewish Brigade, 
got bored again and was sub- 
sequently invalided out of the 
army in time to miss the Italian 
campaign and all that followed. 

The problems facing post-war 
Palestine caused Gidal to think 


Beecher Moore 


ii was then acceptable for him 
to leave after lunch with a clear 
conscience and enjoy the af- 
ternoon pursuing his own 
interests. Beecher Moore, fol- 
lowing his father’s lead, devot- 
ed his afternoons to sailing. 

From the early 1930s sailing 
became a dominant interest in 
Moore's life. Before the Second 
World War he was involved in 
what is acknowledged as the Gist 
trapeze used in a sailing dinghy 
- in the form of a bell rope* on 
a Thames Rater. This so im- 
pressed Sir Peter ScotL who oc- 
casionally sailed with Moore, 
that he later adapted the idea 
for his own International Four- 
teen. adding a bell to provide 
better comfort for the crew. 

The invention was an imme- 
diate success and Scott won the 
Prince of Wales Cup in 1938. 
Moore's invention gave the 
users such an advantage over 
the rest of the fleet that the 
device was banned. He also 
experimented with the use of 
sliding seals to provide righting 
moment, having first encoun- 
tered them in Uffa Fox's 
cruising canoe. BrynhiU. 

Moore joined the Royal Cor- 
inthian Yacht Guhat Burnham- 
un-Crouch in Essex and sailed 
in a number of J-Class yachts in- 
cluding Sir Richard Fuirey's 
Shamrock and Sir Thomas Sop- 


with's Endeavour. He was pari 
of the crew of EnJcmottrl in the 
America's Cup challenge of 
1934 when he was, uniquely, the 
only American to sail aboard 
the British challenger. 

After the war. Moore joined 
forces with the Thames boat- 
builder Jack Holt, as his sailing 
companion and business part- 
ner. Holt was a seal-of-the- 
pants practical boatbuilder, 
sailor and designer. Together 
they were instrumental in the 
development and launching of 
many classes that were respon- 
sible for the growth and lead- 
ership in dinghy design enjoyed 
by Britain for many years. * 

First, in 194b. the*14ft Mer- 
lin class was introduced. Holt 
and Moore logetherwenl on to 
win the class national champi- 
onship. This was followed dur- 
ing the next 20 years by the 
introduction of many popular 
dinghy classes including the 
Hornet. GP Fourteen. Enter- 
prise and Mirror. While Holt 
designed the boats and built the 
prototypes. Moore, in the back- 
ground. was responsible for the 
all-imponunt marketing and 
development of each class: and 
the association of owners who 
in turn helped promote the de- 
sign and ensure its continued 
support and success. 

Moore expanded the Jack 


carefully about his future: 
should he continue as a photo- 
journalist or take up a more se- 
cure career os an academic. His 
training as an historian certainly 
inclined Him towards an intel- 
lectual life, but it was the birth 
of his son. R?ter. later to become 
a reputable art theorist and 
avant-garde film-maker in Lon- 
don and the United Stales, 
which decided the matter and 
in 1947 the family moved to 
New York, where Gidal even- 
tually joined the staff of the 
prestigious New School for So- 
cial Research. He remained in 
the US until 1968. when he and 
his wife separated. He moved 
to Zurich and they divorced in 
1970, after which he returned to 
live in Jerusalem. 

In retrospect, (he decision to 
go to America was a mistake. 
Despite the fact that he and his 
wife achieved considerable fi- 
nancial success there through 
the publication of books for 
young people on village com- 
munities around the world, Gi- 


dal ’s pursuit of academic re- 
spectability ruined him as a 
photographer. Although bis 
scholarly abilities allowed him 
to write Modem Photojournal- 
ism, Origin and Evolution 1910- 
30 (1972), the definitive history 
of modem picture reporting. Ins 
distinctive photographer's eye 
was dimmed, something ulti- 
mately to butt him more than 
anything else. Nevertheless, af- 
ter returning from America he 
confined to build up a remark- 
able collection of historical 
photographs concerning the 
Jews in Europe and in Palatine, 
photographs and researches 
which resulted in numerous 
fine books, including Eternal 
Jerusalem and The Freudians. 

For the last 20 years of his life, 
supported by his second wife, 
Pia, Tim Gidal sought to es- 
tablish his place in the history 
of photography. An indefati- 
gable traveller and organiser, he 
had his work exhibited widely 
throughout Europe and Israel 
yet one always sensed that he 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 

felt neglected by historians. An 
old squabble with Felix Man still 
festered and his relationship 
with the photo-historian Helmut 
Gcmsbeim was often stormy. 

He should not have worried. 
The first 10 years of photo- 
journalism werejperbaps the 
best Between 193? and the oat- 
break of war, there was a flow- 
ering of photographs that were 
aware of the orders of mod- 
ernism and at the same time 
penetrated the surfaces of the 
world to make plain the human 
silences that art and poetry ex- 
press. In this domain Tim 
Gidal’s photographs excelled 
and there can be little doubt that 
his place in the medium's 
history is secure. 

Nlgellhw 

Nachum Ignaz Gidalewitsch 
(Tim Gidal), photojoumalist: 
bom Munich 18 May 1909; mar- 
ried 1944 Sonia Epstein ( mar- 
riage dissolved 1970: one son), 
1980 Pia Lis: died Jerusalem 4 
October 1996. 


Holt business to lake in fittings, 
clothing, sail making and mast- 
making: all succeeded and 
weathered the many storms 
that have beset the boatbuild- 
ing industry over the past 50 
years. The original company is 
still active in south-west London 
under the direction of Moore’s 
son, Chadwick. 

In his time Moore won the 
12ft National Championship 
twice and the class premier 
trophy, the Burton Cup. once; 
he won the Merlin champi- 
onship once as helmsman and 
four limes as crew, the 12 
square metre Sharpie Nation- 
al Championship: and was four 
limes Hornet world champion. 
He was senior vice-president of 
the International 470 class, and 
a vice-president of the Amateur 
Yacht Research Society. 

Over the years he was heav- 
ily involved in the administra- 
tion of sailing at both national 
and international level. Moore 
served on many Royal Yachting 
Association and International 
Yacht Racing Union commit- 
tees. He was chairman of the 
Committee for the Weymouth 
Speed Sailing Week: Com- 
modore of the International 
Tempest class; and an early 
advocate for international 
women’s sailing. He was a 
founder member of the Guild 



Setting British dinghies; Moore, right with Ns partner Jack Holt 


of Yachting Writers: its succes- 
sor. the Yachting Journalists' 
Association, made him an 
honorary life member. 

Apart from his interest in sail- 
ing Moore lived life to the full 
in many other pursuits. He 
loved good wine, art and liter- 
ature. In his heyday, even before 
the Swinging Sixties, he had a 
wide reputation as a larger-than- 
life party giver and goer. For 
many - years he was a partner in 
the restaurant Parkes, in 
Beauchamp Place, London. 
From 1 940 his main residence 
was a flat in a building full of 
barristers’ chambers in fire Mid- 
dle Temple. Having been an Air 
Raid Warden in the area be had 
been able to secure a lease when 
chambers were easily available 


during the war and remained a 
resident there, much to the de- 
spair of some stalwarts of the 
legal profession. 

Despite spending most of 
his life in Britain Moore re- 
mained an American citizen and 
declined an invitation to rep- 
resent the United Kingdom in 
the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, as 
this would have meant re- 
nouncing American nationali- 
ty and taking a British passport 
Peter Cook 

Beecher Moore, yachtsman: bom 
Rochester, New York 16 Sep- 
tember 1908: married 1954 Bob- 
bie Seal ( died 1971 : one son), 
1972Naona Lanier (one stepsoti, 
two stepdaughters); died London 
10 November 1996. 


It was in 1864 that Manuel Lip- 
mann ftxroded the factory at Be- 
san^on which was to create the 
famous Lip watch. It was in 1904 
that Ernest Lip worked with the 
Curies to create a watch with fi- 

1 intimated bands so that they 
could be seen in the dark. In 
1952 their grandson and son 
Fr6d£ric invented the electronic 
watch. 

Lip was thus a great French 
achievement- The French were 
beating the Swiss at their own 
gam e The days of French tech- 
nological backwardness were 
over. And in Fired lipmann they 
had a businessman who rivalled 
Henry Ford in ability and char- 
acter. He was himself a skilful 
manipulator of machines and 
had, in his youth, invented a new 
type of motor-cycle. He organ- 
ised his factory on the most 
modem methods. He installed 
a creche for the benefit of his 
many women workers, and be 
decorated the entrance to his 
factory with astrological signs 
and with a portrait of himself in 
conversation with Einstein. 

His relations with his work- 
force were equally eccentric. He 
paid good wages and he was 
concerned about their welfare; 
he spoke to them frequently and 
they admired his s kill and his 
knowledge of their work. But at 
the same time it was impossible 
to have a discussion with him, 
whether the would-bc inter- 
locutor was a colleague, a trade- 
union leader, a government 
inspector of factories, ora sup- 
plier. u Le Fred ”, as he was 
called, was not popular in 
Besanqon. 

And there was much that was 
wrong with Lip. In spite of its 
fame, it was small even in 
French terms. Various parts 
were manufactured in Be- 
sanqon which could have been 
bought more cheaply from out- 
side. The electronic watch, sup- 
posedly the greatest invention 
in time-keeping instruments 
since the 18th century, was not 
appreciated by everyone and at 
one point you were described as 
being a traitor to the working 
Haas if you had a watch that did 
not need winding. 

More importantly, Japanese 
and Swiss competition got the 
better of Lip and soon it was im- 
possible to pay the relatively 
high wages as profits declined. 
Lipmann was obliged to accept 
that a Swiss firm should take 
over much of bis capital and in 
February 1971, at the age of 65, 
he decided to retire. 

But in June 1973, Lip 
achieved its greatest fame. On 
12 June a worker found a brief- 
case tying unattended in the fac- 
tory, and when he opened it he 
discovered scribbled notes writ- 
ten try one of the administrators 
of the company that had ac- 
quired Up. He discovered that 
some 480 of the workforce 
(numbering 1,300 in all) were 
to be dismissed and that the di- 
versification of production 
which Lipmann had introduced 
when he realised that the sale 
of watches was declining was to 
be abolished. This involved the 
manufacture of machine tools 
and some products for the air 
force. 

The news of these intentions 
spread rapidly to the workers, 
the majority of whom were 
members of trade unions. By 
4 JO in the afternoon they had 


Ayatollah Morteza Pa sandi deb, 
died Tehran 12 November, aged 
103. Brother of Ayatollah Ru- 
bofiah Khomeini, leader of 
Iran’s Islamic revolution in 
1979. 

Jack “Tex” Evans, ice hockey 
coach, died Manchester, Con- 
necticut 10 November, aged 
6S. Coach of the Hartford 
Whalers 1983-87. Former play- 
er for the New York Rangers 


occupied the factory and had 
taken two senior administrators 
prisoners, along with a govern- 
ment inspector. The police 
threatened to intervene and by 
midnight they had freed their 
prisoners but had seized the 
whole stock of watches. “We 
have lost our human hostages, 
we must therefore have a ma- 
terial hostage” was the state- 
ment issued by Charles Piaget 
a union leader who had taken 
command of the operation. 

For the next four years the 
"affaire Lip" dazzled French 
opinion. Here was a factory, oc- 
cupied by the workers, who 
sold the watches they had 
seized and who paid them- 
selves, who went on to manu- 
facture more watches and to sefl 
them according to prices which 
they fixed for themselves. The 
prime minister, Pierre Mcssmcr. 
periodically announced that 
Lip was finished and subse- 
quently claimed that the affaire 
had continued because the 
newspapers had little else to 
write about and because his 
minister for industrial devel- 
opment, Jean Charbonnel, was 
incumpefenl. 

Charbonnel- in his memoirs, 
claimed that there was some- 
thing about the workers mak- 



Upmann: the e lectronic watch 

ing their own watches, selling 
them and paying their own 
wages, which seemed to sym- 
bolise the romanticism of revolt. 
Many were those who proudly 
acquired one of the indepen- 
dent Lip watches, including 
Frangris Mitterrand, but in- 
cluding too many Gaullists. 

Lipmann watched what was 
happening with mixed feelings. 
He condemned the adminis- 
trators who had stopped mak- 
ing the diversified products. 
He condemned the govern- 
ment that was unhelpful, re- 
membering how he had given 
one of the first electronic watch- 
es to General de Gaulle, who 
had accepted it enthusiastical- 
ly. He did not believe that the 
workers would have turned 
against him. But he did no! be- 
lieve either that Lip could sur- 
vive, even when it became a 
co-operative in 1976. It was de- 
clared bankrupt in 1990. Lip- 
rnann encouraged Jean -Claude 
Sensemat to buy the name 
which, in this way. persists. 

The union leader Piaget has 
said that when all was over he 
received the most friendly let- 
ters from Lipmann. He was not 
surprised. Lipmann was an un- 
usual man in every way. 

Douglas Johnson 

Frederic Lipmann, watch man- 
ufacturer: bom Besanqon. 
France 2 November 1905: died 
Besanqon 9 November 1996 


1948-58 and Chicago Black- 
hawks 1958-63. 

Shizuo Asada, businessman, 
died Tokyo 8 November, aged 
85. President of Japan Airlines 
1971-81. 

Dieocleciano Monteiro, died 
Oporto, Portugal 9 November, 
aged 94. Known as the “Duke 
of the Riverbank”, he saved 
more than 700 people from 
drowning in the Douro river. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

HOCKADAY: On ” N« umber. i.» 

Polly (ncc M.iv Andrew i arul Tim. a 
Oiuehler. Emily Madeline. nth Ik. j 
sister for Rov. 

DEATHS 

ROSENTHAL: Helen, dad on 12 
Nin outer in Si Ban's IknoHal. 
jned J7. Fwk.-r.iS jc Si MjnUrteix' 
Crematorium, 3.5t*pin. W.'dKshi 20 
Nat crater. 

■Announcnacnb Cor Cazriie BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
.war in wrirfns to Ute tiaretir Editor, 
The Independent. I Canada Square. Cu- 
nan - WfearC London EM SDL. lekv 
pturned lu 0171-2 V 20! 1 irr taxed to 
0171-293 SOW. and are cturRvd at E&5II 
a line i VIT earai. OTHER Gazette w- 

pgineencnb nrasi be whmitli-d in writ- 

inf ior tucdl and arc charged at £10 
a line. VAT ottra. racy ifarald be ac- 
companied by a daytime (Heptane 
n umbe r. 


royal engagements 

■fht Mncrrt Rn**L iTi'uin Irintil lli-jlrti 
IVii.L jUMhF lb-" I.'K llnltum i ..limn -iJe Pjs 
j iTreflinJnn irt.'u.c-u.-t-lniv 

Mama Vai^areU ftt-iJwu. 'V Ki n; >1 S.i « i«li 
lie lb: Premium i'l L naln li> Ctrl Jim. 
incmb Ok T,hi* tinjn 11311 in .i»! ilfc >*«■ 

cjchpiitK Rea»!ittiU:i»*n. \Krikcn TV IUr 

uit-nJ. rtWa.hinr 
Durvl BepaRnullWiKt anffc- Xm-ju! 
X*r lid*. SU I 

Changing of the Guard 

TTre l* da M-mfcd lUawrni 

lUat 


Birthdays 

Mr Ed Amkt. actor. h7 ; Mr Howard 
H.ikcr. timer and Miutor. 71; Mr 
J.C. Ballard. kiiu-Gction writer, 
uu: Mr John M. Banficld. chairman. 
Mobil OiL -W: Mr Dante! Barenboim. 
pi.miM and cnnduclor. 54: Mr An- 
drew Casilc. tennis plnvr. 33; Sir Ge- 
nii rv» Chandler, chairman. Nadeau) 
Council (or Voluntary Orpani»j- 
ikuih. 74: Miss Fctuh Clark, singer, 
and aclress. »>4: Mr .\ndrc Deuisch. 
publisher, Pro lessor Peler Dick- 
inson. pianist and composer, tol; Mr 
Martin Hammond. Headmaster of 
Tonbridge School. 52: Mr John Hob- 
house. former chairman. RSPCA. Srs 
MKs Paula Kahn. Conner chief ex- 
ecutive and chairman. Longman 
Group. 5p: Mr Bnan Low. High 
Commissioner to Papua New 
Guinea. 5 l >: Lord Maekay of Ard- 
breeknish. former MP. 5Jk Mr David 
Rae Srruih. riunciud aauunfont, 77; 
Mr Paul Raymond, impresario. 71: 
Maj-Gcn Joseph Shephcard. SS; 
Canon En-: Staples, former chaplain 
to the Oueefl. Sic Mr Sun Watereton. 
actor. ?fi: Sir Roger Young, former 
Principal. George Wj loin's College. 
Edinburgh. 73. 


Anniversaries 

Birth* Georgia O'Kcclic. painter, 
1S&7: Erwin Johannes Eugcn Rom- 
mel. field maNul. U*9l; Ancurifl Be- 
tun. statesman. IJW 7 ; Hamish 
Hamilton, publisher. Deal bn: 
Uoncl Barrymore (Blythe), actor, 
I'i54: Tyrone Edmund Power. actor. 

lean Cabin (Jean Mcmcorgc i. 
actor. ]v7h. On Ibis day Isaac Pit- 
man published his shonliand system. 
I is": London was flooded when 
the Thames rose by over 2S feet. 
IS75. Today is (he Feast Day of Saints 


Abihus. Curias and Samoa is, St Al- 
bert the Great, St DesMerim or Di- 
dier of Cohorx. St Finlan of Rhcioau. 
St Leopold of Austria and St Mala 
or Mncbutus. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Jacqueline Lewis. 
"Wind t iii): Van Dyck. UiGiam Ftiki- 
m.c. 1st Fori of Dcnbt&r. 1pm. 

Tate Gaiters; Chloe Chard in cotv- 
lunatim with Stephen Bonn. *T John 
Saw Things': a 17ih-«eniiny timelier 
in Italy", lpm. 

Janet Edward 

A Service of Thanksgiving for the life 
of Janet Edward will be held on 
Friday n December at 2.30pm in 
Chichester CulhcdntL 

Luncheons 

Maple Leaf Club 

Ms Diana Jervis-Read, Cultural At- 
tache for Canada in the UK. was the 
guest of Itonour at a luncheon raccl- 
ing of the Maple Leaf Club held y«- 
lerday a! the Royal Over-Seas 
League. London SWi . Mrs Judith M. 
SiL'incr presided. Mr Graham Wiff- 
cn. Head of Public Affairs. London 
Aits Board, also spoke. 

Receptions 

Maritime Foundation 
Countess Mounlhatlen of Burma. 
President or the British Maritime 
Charitable Foundation, presented the 
lWn Desmond Wcrtcm Mori lime 
Media Award .it a reception held yes- 
terday evening on board HGS 
Hc-flin^iui. to Mr Richard Scott. 
Captain Ashe Lincoln QC RNR 


presided. Mr Robert While was the 
speaker. 

Dinners 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Mr Malcolm Rifldnd QC MP. Sec- 
retary of Stale fur Foreign jnd Com- 
monwealth Affairs, hosted a dinner 
yc-acrday evening at 1 Carlton Gar- 
dens. London SW I . in honour or the 
President of Latvia and Mrs Ulmanc. 

Gray's Inn 

Mr Conrad Dehn QC Treasurer of 
Gray's Inn. and Masters of the 
Bench, hosted a dinner yesterday 
evening in HaJL London WCL to 
mark Grand Day of the Michaelmas 
Term. Among those present were: 
L.'rJ Ui-alun oi HunlmpSrm. Lnrd GntTnhs 
ul Gmik-n. Unit Burnt of AMwis Mon on. 
Ltd TjvlTiu: QC. Pieaik'nl ul PR IMA Eu- 
rope I JiE Su Rk&inJ SkMIL Vue -Chancellor 
■it lhc Supreme Court. LonlJuslicc fticr C14»- 
•-mi. Treasurer ul Lincoln's Inn: Lady 
Coce^rna. DmxtnrGeKfd. Age Concent; 
Mi EJi-ard Nugcc QC. Ihu-oircr ul Lhc In- 
ner tempk: Mi Midud Shcrmnl QC Tica- 
surir ul i be MkMh.- Temple: Mr Franc*. 
Jacob'. OC. .V1i> vai? lie neral lhc Court 
W Ju-4tev ><i the Din>pean Cummumue^ Mr 
DjrslRam-DaivtQL'.GtHTTunoiibi Gen- 
cral Council <u the ttir; CnkM Lru. 1, lavs. 
Mr Band Madnn. I'nderTrcMKr of Gray's 
Icm. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services U) be- 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 3.5bpm. 

Called Synagogues: 0171-387 -1306. Fed- 
exttiM of Synagogues OIS1-Z0Z 2263. 
Union of Liberal and Progressive Syna- 
gogues: 0171-580 1663. Reform Syna- 
gogues of Grrai Britain: 9181-349 -031. 
Spanish and portagnese Jkwi Coogrrpn- 
doo: 6171-289 2S73. Ne* Lo «*»o Syw- 
gii gne (Mosordi: 6171*328 1026. 


Bank’s solicitor advised borrower’s wife 


Barclays Bank pk v Thomson; 
Court of Appeal ( Lord Justice 
Simon Brown. Lord Justice 
Waite, Lord Justice Merritt) 

7 November 1996 

A bank lending money to a hus- 
band and wife on the security 
of a mortgage over their home 
was entitled, in satisfying itself 
that it had taken reasonable 
steps to ensure that the wife's 
signature had not been ob- 
tained by undue influence, to 
rely on a solicitor's assurance 
that be had properly advised the 
wife of the possible conse- 
quences of the transaction, 
even though the same solicitor 
was also acting for the husband 
and the bank itself. Knowledge 
of any deficiency in the advice 
given by the solicitor was not, 
therefore, to be imputed to the 
bask. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal tty Barclays 
Bank pic. reversed the decision 
of Judge Foley on 4 October 
1995. and restored that of Dis- 
trict Judge Ing on 21 March 
1995, refusing Jennifer Thom- 
son's application to set aside an 
order giving the bank posses- 
sion of her home, following 
non-payment of a loan secured 
on the ’property. 

AB Malek QC (Eirn/wds, Cardiff) Jar 


LAW REPORT 
♦ 

15 November 1996 


the bank; MBesCroaBy (Clement Jones 
A Co, Bangor) for Mrs Thomson. 

Lord Justice Simon Brown 
said that in July 1990 Barclays 
obtained a legal charge over 
Mrs Thomson’s family home to 
secure the borrowing on her 
and her husband's joint ac- 
count. When the loan was 
not repaid, the bank sought 
possession of the home. 

Mrs Thomson, relying on 
Barclay's Bank v O'Brien [1994] 
f AC ISO, claimed that the loan 
transaction bad been to her 
manifest disadvantage and she 
bad been subject to undue in- 
fluence or miaep resen ration by 
her husband. The critical ques- 
tion was whetherthe bank was 
fixed with constructive notice 
of this undue influence or mis- 
representation. 

The bank bad instructed a 
firm of solicitors, Gwyn James 
& Co, to register the legal 
charge. It also asked them to 
explain the legal charge to Mrs 
Thomson “so that she is fully 
aware of what she is signing”. 
Gwyn James & Co wrote back: 

have explained the bill content 
of the legal chaige to Mis Thomson 


and die is aware of what she has 
signed and that lhc property is bc- 
jng used to secure borrowing on the 
joint bank accounL 

Mrs Thomson said that she 
and her husband had gone to- 
gether to see Gwyn James, 
who also acted for her hus- 
band's business. At one point 
Mr James had asked Mr Thom- 
son to leave the room, and in 
his absence warned her “You 
know that by signing this you 
axe allowing your house to act 
as security for your husband's 
business." He did not explain 
that the ebarg: was in effect un- 
limited as to both amount and 
period. Had this been explained 
to her, she would not have 
catered into the cbaige. 

Mis Thomson argued that 
the bank had constructive no- 
tice of her husband’s presumed 
or actual undue influence over 
her, since, in advising her as to 
the effect of the charge, Gwyn 
James & Co were acting as the 
bank’s soficitors and agents, not 
hers. Knowledge of any defi- 
ciency in that advice was to be 
imputed to the bank so as to 
disentitle them from retying on 
the solicitors’ assurance. 


The bank acknowledged that 
in none of the other recent un- 
due influence cases had the as- 
surances relied on by the 
lenders been provided by their 
own solicitors, but contended 
there was no basis in logic or 
law why this should make any 
difference. 

His Lordship concluded 
there was no reason why a 
bank, perhaps conscientiously 
instructing solicitors to give 
independent advice to a sig- 
natory who might otherwise go 
unadvised, should thereby be 
disabled from relying on the so- 
licitors' certificate that such ad- 
vice had been property given. 

There was nothing £n this 
case to distinguish it from Mas- 
sey v Midland Bank [1995] 1 AD 
ER 929, Banco Exterior In- 
ternationale v Mann [1995] 1 AD 
ER 936, Bank of Baroda v Ba- 
yard [1995] 2 FLR 376. Midland 
Bank vSe7fer[ 1995] 1 FLR 1034 
nod Halifax Mortgage Services 
v Stepsky [1996] 2 WLR 230. 
The bank was equally entitled 
to rely on Gwyn James & Co’s 
assurance here, as had been the 
lenders to rely on the various 
certificates and declarations 
given by solicitors in all those 
cases. 

Raul Magrath, Barrister 
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the leader page 


Watch out, Labour: the Tories could still win 


y^aiii 

KJZ 


all up here, MORI there: sup- 
-port for the Tories ratchets up 
_ 1 with each successive poIL 
By themselves the polls migh t not be 
causing consternation in the Labour 
Party. You do not have to be much of 
an arithmetician to work out that the 
rate of attrition of Labour’s lead is 
going to have to rise if the Tories are 
to break through by the time an elec- 
tion has to be held next spring. But we 
all tend to ignore the small print: 
polling reports generally banish the 
don’t knows or won’t says to a footnote, 
even though together they equal or 
exceed Labour’s lead. Besides, polls 
show opinion in a rear-view mirror. In 
a few weeks they are going to pick up 
what has been going on during me past 
few days- and when they do, they will 
make startling reading for anyone (the 
leadership of the Labour ftirty 
included) who has ruled the Tories out 
as election winners. 

The change has been signalled 
recently by a loud noise - a sort of 
clunk-click. Two ends of a Tory polit- 
ical project came together. One is 
anti-Europe, neatly packaged in the 
European Court of Justice’s decision 
on working hours. The other is econ- 
omic competence, tagged yesterday by 
the latest unemployment figures, and 
bolstered by healthy signs on the hous- 
ing and consumer confidence front. Put 
them together and it becomes plausible 
for the Conservatives to argue that 


- Britons should vote for the party which 
has a recipe for prosperity, and. which 
will protect the mgruheats from Lux- 
embourg lawyers and their meddling 
Kke. 

For a divided party it's a potent tonic. 
If Kenneth Clarke fblkws through 
with a prudent budget that does not 
charge off down the tax-cutting road, 
but instead chooses to emphasise sen- 
sible long-term economic management 
in everyone’s interest, then the Tbry 
claim to confidence and competence 
could become a powerful electoral 
mix, even in the very few months 
remaining Cool Britannia, indeed. No 
wonder Tbzy tails are up. 

It beam repeating: the key to election 
success is the perception of economic 
competence. The Tbry plot is a neat 
one: first, to imply that our recent econ- 
omic gains (relative to the rest of 
Europe) are a consequence of running 
a deregulated, liberalised market econ- 
omy; and secondly that, in turn, the 
.imposition of a .48-hour week is an 
obkruction to that economic success. 
Vote Labour, John Major will argue, 
and you will see our economic advan- 
tage sliced off at the neck by Eurocrats 
determined to level our economy down. 

It is a neat plot, and it may yet work. 
But it is only one plot Labour’s trouble 
of late is that Mr Blair and his strategic 
team seem to be sunk in the torpor of 
their long-standing opinion-poll lead. 
Some shadow ministers have taken to 
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s warming around the political circuit as 
if they were merely killing time until the 
ministerial Rover draws up before 
their front door. Labour has turned 
itself into the passive party, sitting 
back while the unpopularity of the 
Tories does it for them - all the while 
striving to keep their noses dean and 
their feet dear of the potholes. All this 
is unimpressive, yes, but rational if the 
attitude surveys continue to suggest 
that this is still basically an election for 
the Tbries to lose. But now the Ibries 
have, for the first time in many, many 
months, a convincing battle plan that 
wfll also provide something of a for- 


mula for pre-election unity. Labour 
passivity will no longer do. 

In spite of a good show by Robin 
Cook, Labour has let the Tbries seize 
the initiative on working hours, 
Europe, and the economy. Some of the 
reasons for Labour’s slow-footedness 
lie in the intellectual ambiguities of new 
Labour. The party is still uncertain 
about the role of government in econ- 
omic life. It has found itself unable to 
say with any vigour, for example, that 
the state is a legitimate protector of 
workers’ rights, that in an age when col- 
lective bargaining benefits the few, 
rather than the many, government has 


a permanent duty to redress the 
inevitable imbalance between employer 
and employee, and that treating staff 
fairly is a positive attribute of economic 
modernism. But you do not need theor- 
etical refinement to say - as even Pres- 
ident Clinton can say - that the little 
person sometimes needs protection, in 
the form of minimum wages (a hot 
ticket for the Democrats) or state- 
regulated maximum hours. 

Labour at present lacks the confid- 
ence to pitch for positive appeal. Its 
appeal (as yesterday) is essentially 
negative: “Enough is enough" is not a 
campaign slogan, it’s an admission 
that Labour has nothing enterprising to 
say. Somehow’, and soon. Labour has 
to reclaim the campaigning agenda - 
detach the issue from Europe, and 
repatriate it as one of domestic fair 
shares. 

Public opinion is not fixed, and on 
jobs it might well respond to some 
rough wooing. The British people have 
not converted err Woe to neo-libcralism. 
There is plenty of evidence that public 
attitudes towards work and the labour 
market have survived the Tory era and 
the decline of the trade unions pretty 
much unchanged. Tony Blair has surely 
known all along that the election was 
going to be harder fought than the polls 
suggested, that the Tories were not, for 
all tite talk of death wishes and the gen- 
uine evidence there is of their power 
fatigue, going to hand him the contest. 


He and his henchfolk need touakc up. 
and fast, to the fact that the Tories are 
starting to roll. If Labour wants tu win. 
it cannot let tile argument slip acrov* to 
the Tory agenda, as it has Mcadilv been 
doing these past few weeks. 


He started so 
he’ll finish 

S o farewell then. Britain's favourite 
Icelander. Mtisicnniiu! succeeded 
in netting a wide spread of con- 
testants. Teachers and civil servants 
were always over-represented, true, hut 
it roped in the occasional taxi driver 
and blue collar worker who had left 
school early, but kept on learning. Per- 
haps, like,’ everything else. A hsicr- 
mrnd's ultimate demise lay in the recipe 
for its success - mixing general knowl- 
edge with esoteric specialisation. !n the 
end, anoraks had no need for an excuse 
to be boring. Mastermind was at its best 
when you had at least u chance of fol- 
lowing the special subject - or the 
unpredictability of a specialist in Mar- 
ilyn Monroe, or the sex life ol'Iadvbirck 
just to keep our interest. 

One question though. How much 
will that chair be worth in a decade's 
time?... 

Pass. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


- Families hit 
by ever-longer 
hours of work 


-'Hi 
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Sin John Maji 
concerning i 


lajorissowrong 
j the working week 
(“Tory plan to sabotage EU deal on 
hours and holidays”, 12 
November). In my professional life 
I come across many people (usually 

employers to wo^onger and ^ 
longer hours. 

The pressure can very subtle at 
times. Employers can hint that 
others are willing to this, or that 
promotional prospects maybe less 
if extra work is not taken, or even 
that should redundancy come - 
around, those less willing to work 
longerhourswonldbe thefiratto 
B°- . 

The result is that many people 
are under pressure to work 
tremendously long hours, often 
including a Saturday and often 
having to bring work home on a 
Sunday. The damage done to 
families is incalculable. 

Then there are other families 
where the wage-earner is either 
unemployed or in a very low-paid 
job. Here the family is under 
serious financial pressure. 

The Tbry party claims to be the 
party of the family, yet its refusal to 
accept the Social Chapter, with 
limits on the working week and a 
minimum wage, is doing serions 
damage to our nation’s families 
The Rev MIKE BOSSINGHAM 
Maidenhead, Berkshire 

Sir The assertion that there is 
medical evidence which indicates 
that long working hours lead to ill 
health seems to me misguided. I 
would challenge the experts quoted 
(“Long days can damage your 
health, say scientists”, 13 
November) to produce this - 
evidence, if it exists. Junior doctors 
have recently had hours reduced, 
but has their health improved? 

There is a widespread feeling 
around that “stress” which many 
of us feel we understand but few of 
us could define, causes illness. But 
this is a supposition, not a fact. . 
Where is the evidence that long 
hours of work cause gastro- 
intestinal problems, as your article 
implied? 

If I were to contend that “stress” 
is actually good for yon if it leads to 
a sense of achievement, there are 
no scientists who could prove me 
wrong. What matters is the nature 
of work, not its duration. 

PAUL KELLY 

Digesth v Disease Research Centre, 

St Bartholomew's, and the Royal 
London School of Medicine and 
Dentistry. 

London El 

Sin The members of the European 
Parliament, the Co mmis sion, the 
Council of Ministers and the- . 
European Court of Justice must be 
increasingly frustrated by the 
behaviour of the United Kingdom 


iem thatthe views of John Major 
and his cabinet are not the views of 
a large percentage of the UK 
population? 

desire tim^^cnehtatit^fthe 
Social Chapter, want a mr^iwnim 
wage and applaud the dedsiou of 
the court abomworking hours and 

iter 


•S-, *0 . . 

e ; . gfc paid holidays. They long for greatej 

t .,«. European integration; me Strength 

i.*-"’’ - ’ of a smde currency and the - - 




of a smgic currency and the 
opportunities that die European 

Union offers to ns all- 

Many afys are embarrassed by 
the UK government's iack of action 
on BSE and their response lo the 
generous financial aid offered by 
our European neighbours. We 



need Brussels and Strasbourg to 
fight the Westminster government 
on our behaH Many of us consider 
ourselves to be Europeans first and 
British second; our greatest fear is 
of losing our European citizenship, 
which would be a disaster for our 
country but a personal tragedy for - 
us as individuals. 

We need help and protection 
from a government that is 
dictatorial, unrepresentative and 
acts on behalf of a small economic 
(Slice by oppressing the majority of 
UK citizens. We should be grateful 
for the European Union’s 
continuing support and can only 
hope that our partners* patience 
does not run out 
PAUL MILLE R. 

European Citizen 
Bristol 

Sir I never thought that Great 

Britain would allow itself to be 

taken over. 1 always misted our 
politicians to protect us, but 
suddenly we discover that 
European law is now the. supreme 
law of this land. That is why this 
week John Major, once ag ai n , has- 
been sent packing -and always will. 

We were promised no loss of 
national sovereignty when ; we were 
urged to stay in the Common 
Market in the 1975 referendum. 

We have been terribly deceived and 
foe deceit goes on- British 
sovereignty belongs to the British 
peppier not to foe politicians. It is 
up to us to say '“yes” or "no" 1 o foe 
snpremacyor Brussels over our 
nation/to unelected bureaucrats 
forcing irreversible laws on to us- 
CHRETOPHE R ANDERSON 
ZAWADSK3 - \ 

intent l 

Candidate, TheFeferenduOiBnty 
Hi 


Sir On foe day foe Government 
makes its brave stand against the 
EU’s directive on working hours, 
yon carry reports of 250 million 
children at work throughout the 
world (12 November). I hope John 
Major will be equally forceful in his 
support for other countries’ right to 
piainiarn their hard -wo d 
competitive edge. 

JOHN CARY 
Birmingham 


Malaysia shares 
E Timor blame 

Sin \bur report on the vinous 
break-up of the East Timor 
conference in Kuala Lumpur (11 
November) raises important 
questions about Malaysia 's role 
in the East Timor tragedy. It is 
one thing for Malaysia, as 
Indonesia's neighbour and dose 
regional partner within foe 
Association of South East Asian 
Nations to show solidarity with 
Jakarta on this issue, quite 
another to provide gratuitous 
additional assistance. 

Take the case of foe East 
Timorese academic Mr Helder da 
Costa, one of the participants in 
the Kuala Lumpur event, who is 
currently enrolled in a degree 
bourse in Adelaide, South 
Australia. As foe holder of a valid 
re-entry visa for Australia and 
someone with temporary 
residency rights in Australia 


donesian oppression in East 
Timor), he should have been 


allowed to return there when 


foreign conference participants 
earlier this week. Instead, he was 
returned, against his will, to 
Jakarta, where be was promptly 
arrested and taken into temporary 
custody by tbe Indonesian 
authorities. 

With Malaysia’s Prime Minister. 
Da to' Seri Dr Mahathir bin 
Mohamad, accusing the West of 
double standards over human 
rights issues, particularly with 
regard to Bosnia, Kuala Lumpur's 
own record may now be in for long- 
overdue assessment Where better 
to start than last Saturday’s 
brutally aborted East Timor 
conference? 

Dr PETER CAREY 

Fellow & Tutor in Modem History 

Trinity College 

Oxford 


Wartime light 
on air crash 

Sin You reported (9 November) 
Pieire Salinger's claim that TWA 
800 might have suffered from 
“friendly fire”. The favoured 
alternative seems to be a 
“mechanical” failure - actually an 
electrochemical explosion in a feel 
tank. 

In 1943 1 was foe (ground) 
engineer to No 241 Squadron, 
Hurricane bombers, in North 
Africa. In successive weeks; the 
aircraft of a Sight commander 
and of his successor were seen to 
explode in mid-air whilst dtve- 


jrposi 

each case, foe “No 2" behind 
them reported no sign of enemy 
fire. 

To restore confidence, and 
especially the morale of the new, 
third, flight commander, we carried 
oat comprehensive checks on all 
the aircraft, such as testing the 
venting of feel tanks, possible feel 
spillages within the wings and 
fuselage, the earthing of the 
electrical system, and especially the 
feel contents sensors. Nothing was 
found amiss. 

At the end of the campaign, 
when the enemy had been 
captured or driven out of Tunisia, 
tbe sites of both crashed aircraft 
were available to be visited; and 
they were carefully inspected. It 
was at once seen that each 
aircraft had suffered an anti- 
aircraft shell burst directly below 
the centre of the fuselage'. Such a 
burst would not have been seen 
by the “No 2". 

For TWA 800, you reported 
investigators as saying “foal, with 
95 per cent of tbe plane recovered, 
there was no place in the fuselage 
... through wnich a missile might 
have travelled”. I was at foe Royal 
Aircraft. Establishment at 
fhrnborougb in 1954, working on 
anti-aircraft missiles, when the 
remains of the Comet salvaged 
from foe Mediterranean were 
being examined. I am somewhat 
sceptical of the positive certainty of 
that statement 

Air Marshal Sir REGINALD E W 

HARLAND 

Bury St Edmunds, 

Suffolk 
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Noisy toys in 
the garden 

Sin My observation is that lidy- 
minded gardening (“How does 
your garden vac?”, 13 November) 
is largely a male phenomenon and 
can tie explained as an extension of 
housework for neurotic men loo 
chauvinistic lo lend a hand around 
foe home. 

Ann Irene man doesn’t mention, 
however, (hat the worst aspect of 
this silliness is noise pollution: a 
fast-growing breed of under- 
occupied males is rapidly destroying 
every scrap of peace and quiet in 
their own non-working hours. Ilut? 
are to allow these idle creatures to 
play with their noisy toys, we should 
at least make it clear to them that n 

is their inadequacies foal arc being 
tolerated, and not their virtues 
admired. 

ANGELA PARTINGTON 
Appleton, Oxfordshire 


Interpreting art 

Sin Andrew Gntiiam-Dixon 
(“Spreading foe Word**, 12 
November) is “disconcerted" that 
the Tate oners its audience video 
tapes about foe artists taking part 
in this year’s Turner Prize - because 
he considers lhai foe tapes reduce 
foe experience of foe work by 
providing interpretations. 

In bis article, he then gets on 
with the job he is paid for as an an 
critic - providing interpretations. 
.Are we to take it that some 
interpretations are less reductive 
than others? 

CHRISTOPHER SPENCER 
Director of Turner Prize video tapes 
for Channel Four 
London WCl 


Time to break 
the silence 

Sin 1 feel uneasy about a permanent 
two-minute silence on Armistice 
Day. The First World War ended 
nearly 80 years ago. foe Second 
over 50 years. The British Legion 
continues to do an excellent job in 
caring for survivors, but naturally 
the numbers must be declining. 

Does there not come a time, as 
there has with many previous wars, 
when it is no longer appropriate to 
remember foe dead and injured in 
every public way? By all means let 
us con»muc to have Poppy Da)' so 
long as fo 're are veterans of any 
conflict to support. It fr pro! ably 
also right to i'^n' 1 ,ri:.» an 

official Day ol ’.ememurance to 
which people, either in churvli or 
elsewhere, can voluntarily go. 

But the time has come when foe 
two-minute silence must be put 
behind us, certainly as something 
foal politicians, the media and 
business feel frightened of saying 
“no" to. True remembrance must 
come from the heart anti head. 
JAMES SEYMOUR 
Harrow, Middlesex 


Supermarkets in 
a metric muddle 

Sin Stephen R Ridge (tetter. 
November 13) claims that 1 have 
confused metrication with unit 
pricing; I have not. HLs claim (hat all 
pre-packed goods have to be sold in 
metric measures is a moot point. 

The law requires that metric units 
be used as the primal) 1 size indicator. 
This, to me. is not the same us selling 
metric packs. The original draft 
legislation for last October's changes 
gave prescribed quantities for 
ground coffee of multiples of 250g 
only, and for milk (apart from 
returnable bottles). mult iples of 
200ml and 250mL 

However, by the time the law 
entered foe statute books, these 
requirements hud been watered 
down to permit the continued 
existence of non-melric sizes, as 
long as the metric equivalent came 
first on the label. Hence consumers 
are faced with packs which look 
similar, but wlu'ch vaiy by 10 per 
cent in size. Unit-pricing on a tiny 
shelf-edge label is not an adequate 
remedy for this confusion, especially 
for the cldcrlv orvisuuUv impaired. 
CHRIS KEENAN 
Liverpool 


Do you read me? 

Sir: 1 can assure Sue Wheat 
(“Nightmare of getting to Jo an 
*e' ", 1 2 November) that it is not 
“easy enough to plug your laptop 
into the {hotel] room's telephone 
line". 

That l have risked a hernia to 
move a heavy bed a foot from the 
wall to gel to the hidden BT socket 
to send you this Idler is by no 
means the only nightmare one 
encounters in using c-mail from 
hold bedrooms. 

H was impossible last week in 
Venice, because my US jack would 
not fit foe Italian telephone socket. 
It worked in Dublin a week earlier, 
but then 1 moved to the west coast 
where the connectors changed as 
fast as the weather. 

I’m only able to send this 
because I bought on adaptor in 
London ibis week, where I learned 
from the supplier that there are at 
least 40 different types of 
telephone plugs worldwide, with 
nine varieties within foe EU. It's 
foe hardware that's hard; the 
software is (comparatively) easy. 
MICHAEL McLOUGHLION 
London SW1 
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£20bnhas 
been wasted 

People have died 

Yet the ministry to 
blame is still a slave to 
the farming business. 

Only when secrecy ends 
will consumers come first, 

says Andrew Pudephatt 


M aurice Callagh- 
an, 30. died 
from a new vari- 
ant of the brain 
disease CID last 
November. Just three weeks 
ago. John Lecky, the Belfast 
coroner considering the case, 
gave his verdict. He agreed 
with experts’ views that 
Callaghan s death was linked to 
exposure to BSE - and his 
words confirmed the worst 
fears of public health experts. 
The BSE crisis shows no signs 
of abating, and some specialists 
fear that deaths could increase 
significantly in years to come 
given BSE's incubation period. 

We might well wonder where 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Fisheries (Maff) has 
been in this period and how vig- 
orous it has been in defending 
the interests of the consumer. 
Unfortunately for us, the 
answer is nowhere. 

After all. this is the ministry 
that, while the Department of 
Health was working on a plan to 
reduce fat intake m the popu- 
lation, sponsored a Fish and 
Chip Shop of the Year compe- 
tition. The problem is that the 
ministry aims to “improve the 
economic performance of the 


agricultural fishing and food 
industries’’. Caught between a 
powerful food producers' lobby 
on one hand and the Treasury 
on the other, consumers have 
never featured as a high prior- 
ity. The links between BSE and 
CJD have long been suspected 

- and long been covered up. At 
every stage Maff dragged its feet 

- re rasing for two years to make 
BSE a notifiable disease, and 
only ordering the banning of 
offal from the food chain three 
years after BSE’s discovery. 

Nor were the European 
Comm ission officials, who 
should have been a backstop, 
much better. The commisaon’s 
top agricultural bureaucrat. 
Guy Legras. who heads the 
agriculture department, wrote 
to other civil servants working 
on BSE in 1993. He warned 
that “all discussions on BSE 
inevitably cause problems in the 
beef market" and suggested 
that “in order to keep the pub- 
lic at ease it is essentia] not to 
provoke a re-opening of the 
debate. If you can help me, we 
need to be prudent and avoid 
the discussion getting into the 
scientific committees." 

Even earlier than this, in 
1990, a standing veterinary 


committee within the Brussels 
Commission argued that it was 
“necessary to minimise the BSE 
affair by using disinformation”. 

Back in Britain even the 
Department of Health failed to 
make the health of the public its 
first priority. In the late 1980s, 
the Public Health Laboratory 
Service, funded by and account- 
able to the Secretary of State for 
Health, wanted to investigate a 
possible link between BSE and 
CJD. The Department of Health 
refused to allow this research to 
talep pl ace, since a link had not 
been conclusively proven. The 
scientist Barash Narang alleges 
that documents in his possession 
show that the Department of 
Health told the Public Health 
Laboratory Service not to inves- 
tigate the new form of CJD. 

If the families of those who 
have died from CJD do take 
their cases to court, jt could 
reveal substantial disclosures of 
documentary proof showing the 
extent of the cover-up in Britain. 

This refusal to face the 
prospect of a potential link 
between BSE and CJD is per- 
haps the only explanation for 
the extraordinary comment 
made by Dr Stephen Dorrell in 
March when he announced the 
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possibility of a link. He added: 
“There is no contingency plan 
in place.” 

Suspicion of a cover-op and 
the Government's handling of 
the subsequent developments 
have led to a collapse in public 
confidence. The Rowntree 
Reform Trust State of the 
Nation poll conducted in Sep- 
tember found that three out of 
four people did not trust Gov- 
ernment ministers, or their 
advisory committees, to tell the 
truth about the safety of British 
beet And a Consumers’ Asso- 
ciation survey published in June 
found that more than 70 per 
cent of people thought that the 
Government had withheld infor- 
mation about the risks associ- 
ated with BSE- More than two- 
thirds of people questioned for 


the association believed that 
the influence of food producers 
had resulted in a policy that was 
against oOr interests as con- 
sumers. The Government was 
trusted less than any other 
source, indndzrg the food indus- 
try, to give impartial advice. 

What started as a health cri- 
sis has become a crisis of gov- 
ernment -and it’s a crisis which 
illustrates a wider problem: that 
of government polity malting. 

Government ministers cannot 
be expected to have a detailed 
grasp of policy. They rely on 
their civil servants, who in turn 
seek outside advice when gen- 
erating policy briefs for their 
departments. But while business 
and professional groups have 
frequently been consulted, con- 
sumers and users of services 


rarefy figure. In the case of the 
food industry, this has meant 
Maff and NFU domination of 
post-war agricultural policy to 
the exclusion of consumer 
groups, environmentalists or 
wider taxpayer interests. 

T his dosed policy net- 
work contributed to 
the gap between the 
discovery of BSE in 
British herds in 1986 
and the admission of the link 
between CJD and BSElQyears; 
later. 

And why should we expect a 
more critical perspective to be 
provided by advisory quangos 
such as Seac (the Spongiform 
Encephalopathy Advisory 
Committee), formed to provide 
much needed and supposedly 


intelligent scientific advice on 
BSE? As Democratic Audit 
(the unit which monitors the 
workings of our democracy 
from its base at Essex Univer- 
sity) has shown, most advisory 
quangos are secretive and unac- 
countable. We are told only 
what they choose to tell us. We 
have no right to know. 

It is this secret, enclosed 
world of policy making that is 
ultimately to blame for the 
BSE crisis. Committees meet- 
ing in private and not subject to 
outside*£crutiny develop a cosy, 
consensual approach to their 
work. Dissidents find them- 
selves excluded from the com- 
mittees, their work derided, 
their access to research funds 
blocked, and - sometimes - 
even their sanity questioned. 


Scientists who did not accept 
the Maff line that BSE could 
not jump species - including 
Professor Richard Lacey. Pro- j* 
lessor Bernard Tomlinson and W 
Dr Harash Narang - wen: not 
considered to be suitable mem- 
bers of Seac. And as a result, 
the growing evidence of the 
danger of BSE transmission to 
humans was ignored. 

But even as concern about 
the threat to public health grew, 
the twin priorities of the inter- 
est groups concerned - pro- 
tecting farming and limning 
public spending - meant that 
policy makers, civil servants 
and even ministers were willing 
to manipulate evidence and 
mislead the public. 

Iteople's lives were put at risk 
to try to protect one of the most 
powerful lobby groups in the 
country — foe farming industry. 

The consequence has been a 
disaster, not just for public 
health and the taxpayer, but for 
the farming industry itself. Bans 
on British beef have cost us 
more than £500 million in 
exports, and an estimated b,tXX> 
jobs. Some economists esti- 
mate an increase to foe public- 
sector borrowing requirement 
of £20 billion. Jt is not enough 
to find individuals or institu- , 
lions to blame. ^ 

I f wc arc to avoid future 0 
problems on a similar 
scale, wc must end the 
secretive nature of pol- 
icy malting in this coun- 
try. Government departments 
should be forced to publish list s 
of those they consult on policy 
issues - ana those lists must 
include consumer interests. AD 
advisory quangos should be 
placed on a proper statutory 
footing, be open in their deal- 
ings, publish their advice and 
give us access to their discus- 
sions. Our parliamentary 
process can't escape either. 
Select Committees in the 
House of Commons should be 
strengthened and given tougher 
powers to investigate the work 
of government departments. 

Our MPs need the power to 
scrutinise legislation and take 
expert evidence in public - from 
Whoever they choose - on bills 
before the House. ■ 

And finally we need a free- 
dom of information act, to give 
us all the right to know. Infor- 
mation held by official bodies 
in a democracy should be the 
property of the people. It , 
belongs' to us, not a political W 
«£lite. If you pick up a can of ■ 
steak and kidney pudding in 
foe supermarket today you can 
find out how much fat it con- 
tains. You can sec how many 
calories it provides, and even 
how much meat is in H. But you 
can’t know whcihcr or not it is 
safe to eat. And that just isn't 
good enough. 

The writer is director of Chatter 
88, the campaign for a fair and 
modem democracy. The issues in 
this article are to be discussed at 
a major conference, "BSE: a 
sickness of government?" to be 
held at Regent’s College Confer- 
ence Centre, Inner Code. Lon- 
don, NW1 4NS on IS Na\embet 
For information phone Oiarter 
88 on 0171-278 9188 L Tickets are 
£20 or £10 for concessions. 


Angry young John shows Santer his daws 



Miles 

Kington 

T oday we bring yon a 
brand new seasonal 
Christmas story! 

Once upon a time, there 
was a little bay caDed John, 
who was going down the 
street one day when he 
looked in a the window of a 
big shop called Eurpmart and 
saw a sign saying: “Open 
Tbday - Sorter's Grotto!" 

John looked in his pockets 
to see how much money he 
had got left. Gosh! It wasn’t 
very much! In fact, it was 

hardly anything. 

This was because he had 
already lent some money to 


his friend Stephen for some 
medicine. He had also lent 
some money to his friend 
Michael Howard, who 
needed some more 
construction kit for a fortress 
he was building. He had also 
lent some money to his other 
friend Michael, who was No 2 
in their gang, and who hadn't 
said what it was for. 

No wonder he had no 
money left. 

Not downhearted, though, 
he went into Santer’s Grotto 
and queued up behind all the 
other boys in the queue, most 
of whom seemed to be 
French and German mid 
Italians, and seemed to be 
getting a lot of Jolly nice 
presents from Santer. 

“What did Santer give 
you?" he said to a French boy 
who was just coming out, but 
the French boy pretended not 
to understand and went on 
talking to his German 
playmates. 

John felt a bit left out in 
the cold. 

It’s a shame, isn’t it, 
children, when we have no 
friends to talk to? Perhaps, 
like John, we must By harder 
to make friends. 

Finally, it was John’s turn 
to talk to Santer. He sat on 


his knee and looked up into 
his big knowing eyes. 

“WfeU, John, and what do 
we want for Christmas?"" 

. John was about to tell 
Santer what he wanted when 
he happened to glance out of 
the window. His face changed 
from a nice face to a nasty * 
face. 

“Never mind about that,” 
said John. “I won’t accept 
anything from you at all 
unless you behave yourself." ' 
“Good heavens," said 

Santer. “What a cross little 
child you are. Never mind - - 
we aH get a bit over-excited at 
this time of year. Did you 
remember to write a letter to 
Santer this year?” 

“Yes, I did," said John. 

“And what did the letter 
say?" asked Santer gravely. 

“FB tell you,” said John, 
pulling out a copy and putting 
on his spectacles. “It says, 
‘Dear Santer. This is just to 
warn you that if you don’t 
give me what me and my 
friends want for Christmas, 

Tm jolly well going to ma£e 
sure that nobody else gets 
what tbeywaat and Ira going 
to make things very rirffirult 
for you and obstruct your 1 
reindeers and everyt hing, anti ■ 1 
make sure you don't have 


time to go round the world on 
Christinas Eve, and ..." 

“Gosh, John, we are a cross 
tittle bey, aren’t we?" said 
Santer. “I think we’ve got 
what the pop pundits would 
call an attitude problem, 
though I don't like the phrase 
myself.” 

“Well,” said John, “I don't 
tike being told what to do by 
you!” 

“By me?” said Santer, 
strokmg his big white beard 
and patting his tummy, which 
was big and round because of 
all the paper regulations he 
had stuffed in Ms midriff. 
“Have I been telling you what 

to dor 

“Oh, you're always telling 
us what to do!" said John. 

“Telling us to be good, and 

not spend too much, and not 
to work too hard, and make 
sure everyone is a goody 
goody." 

“Yes, but doesn't that make 
sense?” said Santer. 

“Maybe it does,” said John, 
“but I would like to make up 
ray own mind about that. And 
aopflifir thing - 1 simply won’t 
be told fay you when I should 
do xny lessons and my work 
and everything! So you can 
put that w your pipe and 
smoke it!" 


John's voice had suddenly 
risen and be had started 
shaking his fist in Santer’s 
face. At first Santer was taken 
aback, but then he happened 
to notice through the window 
of the shop several boys 
staring in, and he realised 
that John too had noticed 

them. Alt, so that was ill 'He 
was trying to impress the 
others! “Are they your friends 
out there?" said Santer. 

"They might be," granted 
John. “Yes, it might be 
Malcolm and Midtael and 
Ian and one or two others in 
my gang. So what?" 

“Well, 1 jua thought you 
might be trying to impress - 
your friends by pretending Vo 
10 foe.” said Santer. . 
What if i was?” said John 
rudely. “Anyway, where are 
ray presents?" 

“You’re not getting any 
presents until you write me a 
racer Jencr and start growing 
up a bit," said Sumer? 
unexpectedly firmly. "TUI 

then, piss oft." 

wasn’t a very nice 
forag for Santer to say, was it 
children* Not nice at all. On 
foe other hand, vou can’t 
blame him either. Wouldn't 

^“fe^^sametothe 
tittle brat? I know I would! 
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international 
phone calls 


I magine a world where you 
don’t need to think of the 
price of a phone call, wher- 
ever the person you are calling 
happens to be. That freedom 
happens already on the Inter- 
net, but imagine that it will 
extend to ordinary voice tr affic 
too. Friends in America? Rela- 
tions in New Zealan d? Pick up 
the phone. There is a revolu- 
tion. in international phone 
traffic coming and it is coming 
to Britain hist. __ 

Did you know that already H(]b 

more international telephone *r, 

calls are made from London tMC 

than from any other dry on ' 
earth? In a way this is unsur- 
prising: London is, by most 'Rmi-a 
measures, the world’s largest 
international financial centre r 

and it is the most important DGOGI 

international bub for the i • 

world’s airlines, so why not D63J1 

phone calls too? But it is 
important because it is the SWlL 
base from which the country is ° v 

making one of those big strate- Pfsrxt 

gic pitches for global business, UCllw 
a pitch to route the world’s 4-W* xi 
international tel ecomm unica- LOc V 
tions business through the UK. j. i 
From the end of this year tGAGI 
any company that wants to nm r 

international calkin and out of S6T 1 
the UK will be allowed to do ^ 

so. Nearly 50 have applied and 
: it seems most, maybe all, wiD 
get licences. Britain is the first country in the 
world to do this, to open its entire inte rnational 
phone traffic to anyone who wants to provide 
the service. These companies can put m their 
own kit, lay their fibre-optic cables, build their 
exchanges (“switches” m the jargon of the 
trade), and sell their services to whoever they 
want. The resulting competition will be a col- 
lapse of international call charges. Do not 
expect that to happen immediately, but over 
two or three years we will move to a position 
where it win cost very little more to can Cali- 
fornia than Canterbury. All the present devices 
that exist to get round high international 
charges, like Internet telephony and call-back 
systems, will no longer be needed. Indeed the 
voice telephone network wfl] become like the 
Internet, a seamless global system. 

We can, asu country, try to gain this advan- 
tage because for the time being physical loca- 
tion still matters in telecommunications. A gen- 
eration ago a telephone exch ange was the . size 
of an office bfocintowyou can fit a dedfiiNSSSf 
one on the bark of a lorry. Maybe in anetbex 
lOyears 7 time, when switches arc the size of suit- 
cases, the way calls are routed won’t marter. Bui 
by then, according to the consultancy Anaiysys, 
we will have exploited the first mower advantage: 
a vicious circle where, because most traffic is 
routed through the UK more and more comes 
here. True, the present duopoly -BT and Cable 
& Wireless -will find themselves squeezed, but 
the {^ize of gett^ in first, and therefore achiev- 
ing sufficient critical mass to be unassailable, is 
deemed to be worth it It is the telecom equiv- 
alent of the City’s Big Bang lOyears ago: we 
open up to everyone and thereby gain interna- 
tional market share, but at the expense of loss 
of local control 

So this is big in business terms for the UK 


Hfamish' 

McRae 

Britain will 
benefit from 
being the 
switching 
centre for 
the world’s 
telephone 
services 


But the phenomenon of very 

cheap jmCTTPrrion al phrtqg rails 

also matters enormously for 
the rest of the world. The fact 
that we wifi be able to call iam- 
3y abroad for liuk more than 
the price of a local call is one 
of the least important change 
-nice but not something wiwh 
wifi, change the face of the 
earth. Here are five other, big- 
ger consequences. 

One: any telephone-based 
service -such as banking, data 
processing, electronic publishing 
-can be located anywhere in the 
world where the human c^atal 
exists to cany it out. So coun- 
tries, regions or dries that have 
lots of clever, well-educated 
people will be able to exploit this 
resource even if their physical 
location has worked against 
them in the pasL Being on the 
fringe wiD no longer matter 


Til TIP* differences m the UK to narrow, 

^ with wealth determined by who 

•p -fiw yon are, not where yon are. 

c TWo: expect small companies 

m'lrJ’c to Prosper at the expense of 
llLJilo large. True, there are enormous 

v • forces for agglomeration in the 

none telecom industry itself, witness 

« ■ the planned merger of BT and 

1C0S •- MCI, but for users of the servix, 

. very cheap calk help the small. 
The lower the cost of an inter- 
national phone call, the lower 
the entry barrier into exporting any phone-based 
service -be it advice, entertainment, informa- 
tion, sboppmg or any other mteractive gimmick 
that entrepreneurs of the future can dream up. 
Enter the niche global player. 

Three: expect a boom in international free- 
phone numbers. In America close to half the 
voice calls are now to free-phone numbers as 
businesses nse this to sell mid distribute their 
products seamlessly across the nation. The 
same thing is going to happen to commerce 
Internationally. A business wiD simply have one 
number for customers to ring from anywhere 
in the world. It will be free to the customers 
and very -cheap to the business. Result a far- 
ther globalising of business. • 

Fbur: the English language will gain further 
ground, as a result Oftfre previous point. Ring 
a Swedish company and ifyou get the voice mail 
rattier than the person the; mesage will be in 
English as weD as Swedish. The more business 
takes place over the international phone lines, 
thjemra^RftSSfefiiEon language of business will 
dominate. Of course English is an open stan- 
dard - anyone can nse it - but this should be 
some advantage to Anglophone countries. 

Finally, expect this particular bit of deregu- 
lation to be seen, in 20 years’ time, as the most . 
important single economic decision this Gov- 
ernment has made. We are gaining a central role 
in creating the high-tech infrastructure for the 
next century. People rightly criticise UK infra- 
structure. But the world’s new infrastructure is 
not roads and imports, certainly not railways. 
It is tefecommuiucatioQS. In a wodd where man- 
ufacturing (and increasingly service) technology 
crosses national boundaries in a matter of 
weeks, achieving a comparative advantage in 
international telecommunications is the most 
important thing any government can da 


Fergie may be stupid 
- but she’s not alone 

T here has always been ^ SUZ&Mie MOOM nt „ w mUL . h Kvjusl- du am 

too much of Sarah Andrew did not hw* each mlici 

Ferguson. Tm not L 

talking about her 
weight but her ores- 


T here has always been 
too much of Sarah 
Ferguson. I’m not 
talking about her 
weight but her pres- 
i ence. She was certainly too much 
for the Royal family. Fergie we 
know eats too much. Ores her sex 
too much, likes spending too 
much. In between all this con- 
spicuous consumption she spins 
around the world from one ill- 
conceived interview to the next. 
No wonder she is thought to be 
out of control While it is 
claimed that her excesses have 
brought the monarchy into dis- 
repute it strikes me that it is actu- 
ally the other way around. The 
Royals need Fergie to be oat of 
control precisely so that they can 
remain in control 
The more extravagant and 
daft she is the more self-disci- 
pfioed they look. How many 
times do we see lists of what ftr- 
gje has spent on psychics or 
jewellery so we can gasp in 
amazement at her proflig?cy, her 
lack of lustre, her sheer bloody 
stupidity? Here she comes a gain 
in Hello ma gazine miraculously 
freckle-free and chastened, 
whiter than white and willing to 
slag herself off to save us the 
bother. Her deranged form of 
self-flagellation is, of course, 
typically e xcessi v e. If she is to 
confess her sins she will confess 
to more sins than anyone else: If 
she is to be criticised by others 
then she will demolish herself 
first All of this most be done on 
American chat shows and in 
magaz ines. Whatever she has 
discovered she has not learned 
to shut up or even to have a sem- 
blance of a private life. 

Andrew, her ex-husband who 
she now defends as not being 
gay, by contrast does have a pri- 
vate hfe. No one is interested in 
how much of the Royal purse he 
spends each year on fopperies. 
No one asks him to justify his 
existence. No one even appears 
to know what this man does all 
day. Yet we know that in this ulti- 
mate soap it is the women, the 
outsiders married into this 
supremely dysfunctional family, 
who must flash their souls at us 
from time to time. 

Diana and Fergie do not even 
have to resort to Iriss-and-teD. 
The saga of the Royals is played 
out bizaxrely through these 
women’s very flesh. Fergie, 
Duchess of Bark, came to rep- 
resent fire excesses of this arcane 
system of rule. AD talk was of a 
trimmer, slim-line monarchy, 
free of the parasitic minor Roy- 
als. When the tide turned against 
Fergie towards this “lean cui- 
sine 7 ' version of heredity privi- 
lege, we also started worrying 
about Fergie’s weight Up and 
down she went, always struggling 



Here is a family that makes marriage so 
miserable that the Duchess of York and 
Diana would rather be Royal outcasts 


to control herself The very idea 
that she can now represent 
Weight Watchers is heart-break- 
ing Ifanything, being a bit over- 
weight is far less of a health risk 
than the yo-yo dieting that Fer- 
gie has been through. 

Diana, meanwhile, played the 
patron saint of denial to Fergie’s 
surplus sister. Diana, unlike Fer- 
gie, could have no food, no sex, 
no fun. No potatoes whatsoever. 
We worried about her weight 
too. She was thinner than ever. 
She suffered in silence and when 
her desires got out of control she 


crammed herself with food that 
she would throw up again. She 
too knew how to punish herself 
This cyde of binge and purge 
underwrites both these women's 
sad lives. Fergie is now trying to 
purge herself in public but she 
can never undo all that binge ing. 

Yet while these two women 
were in their various states of 
hysteria, crying themselves to 
sleep at night, where was the 
protective arm of the Finn? 
where were those who could 
guide these silly young women 
into maturity? Fergie has 


recently been describing her 
incarceration in Buckingham 
Palace while .Andrew was doing 
the Navy lark. She saw him not 
more than 42 nights a year. 
When she and Andrew asked if 
they could live in Portland at the 
married officers' quarters they 
were refused. The Queen and 
Prince Philip told them they 
could not he together for reasons 
of security. There is no reason to 
believe that the Duchess is lying 
here. For all of her faults, she is 
known to he honest. Her 
account of her marriage failing 


not so much because .die and 
Andrew did not love each .11 her 
hut because of die stress she «as 
put under ring.-, true and 
although the u<>rn.tn is still ;ls 
clearly mixed -up as her 
metaphors, one cannot but have 
some sympathy towards her. 

Indeed the Royals should 
think themselves lucky, for while 
Fergie is doing the rounds no 
one is going to look at them lot 1 
closely. As long .ts the public can 
lie persuaded to deride and lute 
this woman then they cm main- 
tain their dignified silence 
behind closed di>»rs. Far from 
being a disgrace to iliem she is 
a convenient side-show that pre- 
vents more awkward questions 
being asked. It is easier to get 
personal about Fergie Ilian polit- 
ical about the family she married 
into. 

Yel every single glimpse we 
gel of her Royal in-laws reveals 
them in a harsher light. These 
are wild, cold people whose 
sense of duty overrode all human 
feeling and clouded their rela- 
tionships with their own chil- 
dren. Their lifestyle, which they 
seek to preserve at all costs - the* 
ruined lives of two of their sons' 
wives appear as a minor incon- 
venience - appears less and less 
to belong to the twentieth cen- 
tury. 

it isn't simply that they have 
lost their moral authority as the 
most pow erful family in the land 
because of a spot of martial trou- 
bles. rather that many aspects of 
their family life are deeply trou- 
bling and certainly out of step 
with the average family lives of 
their subjects. Most people will 
haw relatives who are sepa- 
rated or divorced, most people 
are fairly liberal about these 
matters. Here, however, is a 
family that makes marriage so 
miserable that the likes of Fer- 
gie and Di would rather pay the 
price of being Royal outcasts 
than stay. 

Both these women, hardly 
sexual revolutionaries, 
demanded modern marriages; 
that is they thought they might 
spend some time with their hus- 
bands. Both were denied this 
and half-destroyed in the process 
as the monarchy closed ranks 
around them, unable to cope 
with such an everyday demand. 

If we are to believe that this 
institution can modernise and 
reform itself from the inside out 
while we sit and gawp, we are 
about as gullible us Fergie was 
when she revealed all to 
Madame Vusso. However, while 
Feipe begs forgiveness in her 
crazed, knockabout style, the 
Firm does no such thing. It 
merely curries on up the palace, 
divinely assured that it never has 
to apologise to any of us. ever. 


The gender gap election 


his 


B ill Qinton’s spin doctors claim he 
won re-election as President of the 
United States last week by taming 
the gender gap to his advantage. And 
British commentators have been wonder- 
ing since if Tboy Blair will be able to per- 
form the same trick by following his lead. 

No one diroutes the size of the US “gen- 
der gap”. Polls show that -women backed 
Clinton over Dole by 54 to 38 per cent, 
while men split their vote almost evenly, 
rl\ 43 to 44 per cent. Many leading feminists 
yp nevertheless contend that Clinton has 
betnyed their trust. 

Clinton did pass the Violence Against 
Women Act arid the ban on assault 
g^-weapons. He claims credit for passing the 
v family leave act, but this legislation pro- 
c ; vided only for unpaid time oft work, and 
his increase in the minimum wage still 
' leaves a family of four under the poverty 
line. It is true that be vetoed the ban on 
late-term abortions and made pro-choice 
1 judicial appointments; however, access to 

abortion for most women remains a seri- 
ous problem. 

Clinton appointed several women and 
minorities to nis administration, but when- 
ever the going got tough for Ms women 
nominees and officials, he cut them loose. 
HiDary’s role has been reduced -to that of 
a biscuit-bakinghostess and women close 
to the president have remarked that be 
strongly prefers a traditional male work- 
in^enyironment. . _ • _ ^ ^ 

» to support gaSSk office, however, 
he capitulated on gays in the mflitaiy, gave 
no power to his Aids “czar y \ declared that 
children should only be raised by married 
heterosexual couples and signed a bill that 
allows states to ban gay marriages. 

, Feminists became especially disen- 
chanted in August, when Clinton signed 
the welfare bill. This act reverses 60 years 
of welfare reform. Where the poor used 
to have a right to federal assistance, now 
they will have toiefy on their states' gen- 
erosity. New limits have been imposed: no . 
welfare recipient will be able to receive 
benefit after two years, or for more than 
five years during thear lifetime. Meanwhile, 
unemployment stands at -7. million and 
there are 14 applicants for every job in a 


Bill Clinton may have 
successfully wooed the 
women’s vote, but 
American feminists 
believe he did little to 
deserve it, writes 
Anna Marie Smith 

fast food restaurant- The welfare bill 
makes no provision for job creation, job 
training or child care. Experts say that 
compared with all the other western coun- 
tries, the US already does the least for the 
poor, and has the largest gap between the 
rich and the poor. Hvo out of three adults 
living in poverty are women and 44 per 
cent of suigle mothers remain below the 
poverty line. 

The American child poverty rate is four 
times greater than the average for the HU 
countries. The new welfare provisions 
alone will throw 3 million more children 
into poverty by 2Q0L If a Republican pres- 
ident had endorsed the welfare repeal 
feminists would have taken to the streets. 

Some feminists have tried to put a pos- 
itive spin on the situation. Gloria Stein em, 
of Ms Magazine, claimed that Clinton had 
to sig n the welfare bill to win the election, 
and that be would undo the damage dur- 
ing his second term. But polling data 
shows that Clinton’s solid lead over a 
Republican nominee remained virtually 
constant for the 13 months leading up to 
the election -and he vetoed two other wel- 
fare bills during that period. Some of the 
Democrats who were up for re-election in 
the House and the Senate voted against die 
welfare bill and then easily won then- 
races. And welfare experts, in chiding the 
moderate Democrat Senator Patrick 
Mcynihan. have declared that Clinton wiD 
not be able to reverse the new law’s elim- 
ination of welfare rights. ' 

ffGmtonhasproredtobclessthanrdi- 

able on women’s issues, then how did the 
gfcnder gap emerge? Image is almost 


Retro chic of an 
egg on wheels 


everything in American politics. Only half 
the eligible voting population makes the 
trip to the voting booth, and only a tiny 
minority of the voters can name the actual 
policies of the two main parties. 

Clinton appealed to women through his 
use of “caring and sharing” symbolic ges- 
tures. Wbmen voters are less Kkely to view 
the budget deficit as a priority, and they are 
more likely than men to support education 
spending,’ affirmative action, gay rights, 
health-care reform and welfare pro- 
grammes. Clinton did not deliver his 
promised job creation scheme or health- 
care reform, and did little to enhance the 
education system. But be put more police 
on tbe beat, floated a proposal for school 
uniforms, and spoke out against teenage 
smoking aitd violence on television. 

Above all, Clinton is an extremely skill- 
fill politician. As he shifted to the right, 
feminists found themselves backed into a 
comer. Having either pledged their firm 
support to Qmton earfy on. accepted a gov- 
ernment appointment, or won election on 
his coat-tails, they felt that they could not | 
voice their opposition. 

And so Marion Wright Eddman, of the | 
Children’s Defence Fund, said nothing in 
public when the welfare bill was passed. 
Patricia Ireland ofthe National Organi- 
sation of Women, was reduced to saying 
that she would vote for Clinton but would 
noi campaign for him. The Americans who 
bothered to watch the Democratic Con- 
vention never saw feminist dissent; it was 
only allowed outside prime time, in unof- 
ficial venues. Socialist feminists, such as 
Tfllnh Eisenstein, Katha Pollitt, Barbara 
Ehrenreich and Frances Fox Prven, 
launched a full-scale critique of Clinton's 
policies but their voices were only heard 
m America’s minuscule alternative media. 

None of Clinton's feminist critics pre- 
ferred Dole. But many are saying that there 
was very little difference between Clinton 
and Dole, and that the feminist movement 
must r econs tr uct its political autonomy so 
that it can vigorously oppose every assault 
on women’s rights - including Clinton’s. 

The writer is an assistant professor m the 
department of government at Cornell Uni- 


versity in New York State. 


I t was always the most 
British of contraptions, the 
perfect comic prop. In the 
classic automotive gag the cou- 
pling comes undone at just the 
wrong moment, sending tbe 
rider m one direction, the egg- 
on-wheels in another, usually 
down a slope and into a pond. 

There was probably some- 
thing absurd about the motor- 
cycle sidecar even before Her- 
bert Wilson used one to 
transport his son, Harold, to the 
: football ter- 
races of Hud- 
dersfield 
Town: yet 

there are 
signs that it is 
poised for a 
comeback. 

Leading 
the way are 
Jennifer Pat- 
terson and 
Clarissa Dick- 
soo-Wright, 

aka BBC-2's Two Fat Ladies, 
who are cooks. They putter 
about the countryside on a Tri- 
umph Ttwndeibird combo, col- 
lecting ingredients and helping 
out in tire nation's kitchens. 
Jennifer and Clarissa are pan 
of the revival begun by Wallace 
and Gromit, the Oscar-win- 
ning animated dog and win- 
dow-cleaner duo. 

Eric Richards, the actor who 
plays 77ie Bill's Sergeant Cryer, 
regularly takes his wife and 
sou to France in one. “There’s 
been a resurgence of interest in 
anything that’s sees as old and 
British, says Peter Rivers- 
Fletcher. Managing Director 
at ‘Watsonian Squire, the 
world's oldest sidecar manu- 
facturer. He estimates that 
there are now between 10,000 
and 20,000 sidecars on Britain’s 
roads; although 70 per cent of 
their output is exported, mostly 


to Germany. Holland and 
Japan. 

Tbe sidecar had its heyday in 
the 1950s. During die week, the 
working man commuted to the 
factory on bis motorbike 
(leather coat, buttons to the 
neck, flat cap jammed res- 
olutely down). Come the week- 
end it was in theory a simple 
xnauer to hitch up the sidecar 
and bead for the beach. For 
thousands of working dass fam- 
ilies the sidecar represented 
affordable 
freedom, but 
with the 

arrival of 

cheap cars in 
the early 60s. 
sidecars went 
into instant 
decline. “It's 
got all the dis- , 
advantages of , 
a car and | 

none of the 

advantages of 
a motorcycle," says Alan See- 
ley of Classic Bike magazine. 

No wonder they went out of 
fashion. Tony Carter of Motors 
cycle News advises anyone 
thinking of buying a sidecar 
combo to try it out on private 
land before taking to the roads. 
"They steer and handle very dif- 
ferently," he says. “You have to 
steer into corners, not counter- 
steer as you do on a solo.” Even 
the doughty Jennifer Patterson 
complained of the notoriously 
difficult steering, when she 
switched to a Triumph from her 
90cc moped (which she likes to 
call “my little fellow.") When 
pushed, a spokeswoman for 
7 m o Fat Ladies admitted that 
the pair do not actually ride the 
bike and sidecar from location 
to location: they transport it on 
a truck. 

James Ferguson 
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Many thousands of children are struggling for 
survival. They will be the major victims of this crisis. 

Save the Children is able to help these children. 
We are pro tiding high protein biscuits, medical 
supplies and blankets to help save lives. 

Please send a donation today - post the coupon 

below or call us on 0171 “705 5400. 

Save the Children Y 

Save the Children Fund, FREEPOST. London SE5 8BR. 
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BT asks Government to 



Chris Gods mark 
and Michael Harrison 


BT has begun negotiations with 
the Government in an attempt 
to remove its protection against 
takeovers provided since pri- 
vatisation 12 years ago bv the so- 
called “golden share"’ in the 
company. 

The move is aimed at per- 
suading US regulators to ap- 
prove its proposed fl3bo 
takeover of MCL the American 
long-distance phone operator, 
by demonstrating that the UK 
market is open to competition 
and BT is no longer protected 
from takeover. 

The golden share allows the 
G overnment to veto changes to 
BTs constitution which pre- 
vents anyone from owning more 
than 15 per cent of the shares. 
The provisions, which also ap- 
ply to Cable & Wireless, which 
was privatised in 1981. were de- 
signed to prevent the companies 
from being bought up by un : 
welcome foreign predators. 

Since the announcement of 
the MCI merger, the biggest 
such deal in UK corporate his- 
tory, on 3 November the Issue 
of the golden share has become 
a potentially serious stumbling 
block for the US telephones 
watchdog, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission- 

The FCC has to give the MCI 
link-up its approval if the deal 
is to go ahead- BT must prove 
to officials that US companies 
could enjoy the same competi- 
tive access to British telecom- 
munications markets that BT will 
get in the US. AT&T the largest 
US phone company, has pledged 
to fight the deal on the grounds 
that BT still has a virtual mo- 
nopoly of the local telephone 
network to UK homes. 


Last night a senior US gov- 
ernment source said removing 
the golden share would elimi- 
nate one of the FCC"s biggest 
worries. The source said: “The 
golden share is certainly a cause 
of some concern. Unavoidably 
so. The idea that BT could buy 
ail of MCI without US opera- 
tors having the same opportu- 
nity to rake over BT raises 

serious worries for us." 

However any move to lift 
BTs golden share would almost 
certainly have to apply I © Cable 
and Wireless as welL This could 
pose difficulties for Ian Lang, 
President of the Board ofTrade. 


‘There are 
hurdles to 
overcome, but 
they are not 
insurmountable’ 


Although BT may be pro- 
tected from takeover by its 
sheer size, C&W, valued at 
£13bn, would be more vulner- 
able. AT&T is thought to have 
looked at mounting a bid in the 
past but was deterred by the 
Government's special share. 

The BT proposal is not 
thought to have been considered 
yet by Mr Lang or the DTI min- 

John r iaylc«? 3 But 

would have to be approved at 

Secretaiy of State level. 

The golden shares in BT and 
C&W have no time limit, unlike 
those in the regional electrici- 
ty companies. 

Earlier this year Mr Lang re- 
fused to lift the golden shares 


in National Power and Power- 
Gen, the electricity generators, 
after the US electricity compa- 
ny Southern disclosed that it was 
interested in bidding for Na- 
tional Power. 

Mr Lang defended his deci- 
sion on the gcouads that the 
electricity generation market 
was not yet sufficiently open to 
competition. On those grounds 
he would have difficulty abol- 
ishing BTs golden share since 
it still controls more than 90 per 
cent of the UK market. 

The only time a golden share 
was lifted, allowing a hostile for- 
eign bid to go ahead, was when 
Ford of the US bought Jaguar 
for £i.6bn in I9S9. 

Speaking yesterday. Sir Peter 
Bon field, BTs chief executive, 
said he believed the deal with 
MCI would take a year to get 
approval. “There are hurdles to 
overcome, but nobody believes 
they are insurmountable," he 
said. 

Separately BT gave the first 
indications that its huge in- 
crease in advertising ana mar- 
keting spending was holding 
competitors in the cable indus- 
try at bay. Announcing its half 
yearly profits, the company dis- 
closed that it had doubled mar- 
keting spending so far this year, 
adding around an extra £60m to 
its advertising bill. The “good- 
tb-talk" campaign helped to 
raise call volumes by 1 1 per cent 
between Jane and September. 

Pre-tax profits fell slightly 
from £1.61bn to£lJ99bn in the 
six months to September, as a 
result of the near doubling of re- 
dundancy costs from £123m to 
£235 m. Some 3,200 staff left BT 
over the period, many of them 
from middle management jobs. 

Comment, page 21 
Hamish McRae, page 19 



Centre stage: BTs chief executive, Sir Peter Bonfidd (fight), and finance director, Robert Brace, announce half-yearly profits Photograph- FT 


Michael Harrison 
mid Chris Godsmark 


PowerGen, the electricity gen- 
erator, is to buy back a further 
10 per cent of Its shares, bring- 
ing the amount of capital band- 
ed back to shareholders in the 
past IS months to more than 
flbn. 

This makes PowerGen the 
first company to embark on a 
major share repurchasing ex- 
ercise since the Government 
outlawed the tax credits avail- 
able on such buybacks and spe- 
cial dividends. 

The buyback would cost Pbw- 
erGen around £370m at current 
market prices and would mean 


PowerGen to buy back 
another 10% of shares 


that it has repurchased almost 
30 per cent of its shares since 
the Government sold its re- 
maining bokfing in the company 
in spring last year. 

Ed Willis, POwerGen's chair- 
man, denied the buyback 
proved it had plenty of money 
to pay Labour's threatened 
windfall tax or that it made it a 
virtual certainty that the com- 


pany would be included in the 
scope of the levy. 

“I don’t think this does show 
we can afford the tax. It is a one- 
off situation and really quite 
separate,” he said. 

Mr Wallis also said that if the 
tax were to be imposed only on 
utilities that were monopolies, 
price controlled and had been 
laxly regulated, as Labour has 


suggested, then PowerGen did 


not fit any of those categories. 
aTe' 


British Telecom, meanwhile, 
said it did not believe it would 
have to pay tbe tax because the 
company was now exposed to 
full competition for phone ser- 
vices. BT is also due to pay a 
£2.2bn special dividend to 


shareholders next year. 

eld, thi 


Sir Peter Bonfield, the chief 


executive, said: “We don’t be- 
lieve we fall into the definition 
of what the Labour Party fc# say- 
ing. We don’t fall into the def- 
inition of a utility." 

PowerGen spent £367m buy- 
ing 10 per cent of its shares m 
May and June alter the Goy* j 
eminent Hocked its El.ySbn bid * 
for Midlands Electricity. J 

The buyback came as Fuwyi»- 
Gen unveiled a 4 per cunt in- 
crease in pre-tax profits to 
£l3Sm fur the first half and a 
market share of 22 per cent. 

Separately. South West Wa- 
ter yesterday unveiled a better- 
than-expecied 35 per cent 
increase in half-yearly pre-tax 
profits tu £72.9m. 
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GUS shares 
soar on £lbn 


acquisition 


Nigel Cope 


Great Universal Stores, the 
mail order giant, made a sur- 


prise move yesterday when it 
ayflbnfoi 


agreed to pay £lbn for Exper- 
ian, an American information 
services company. It Is GUS’s 


first significant acquisition for 
:tha: 


more than 30 years. 

GUS's shares soared 57.5p to 


648p on the news as the City 
)ki 


took the deal as a sign of a new 
era at the slumbering retail gi- 
ant where Lord Wolfson of 
Sunningdale took over as chair- 
man in August. 

The City had been ponder- 
ing the possibility of a share 
buy-back, a demerger of the 
group's Burberry division, or a 
deal to acquire Next, the highly 
successful stores group where 
Lord Wolfson is non-execu- 
tive chairman. 

Lord Wolfson admitted pub- 
licly for the first time yesterday 
that tbe GUS hoard had dis- 
cussed the possibility of a Next 
takeover “several times". 

The Experian acquisition vir- 
tually wipes out GUS's £1 .2bn 
cash pile, leaving the company 
with net cash of £150m. 

GUS is buying Experian to 
merge it with CCN. its own 
credit rating and database busi- 
ness which has been the fastest 
growing part of the group over 
the last four years. Discussions 
on the deal started in June. 

“This is a unique opportunity 
to create a truly global business 
with the fullest range of infor- 
mation products across the 
globe.” Lord Wolfson said. He 
added that ii would give the en- 
larged business critical mass in 
the US. enable it to offer a more 
comprehensive service to multi- 
national clients and reduce the 
cost of new product develop- 


ment It will be able to expand 
more rapidly in developing 
economies where use of credit 
is growing rapidly. 

Both CCN and Experian 
have developed vast databases 
on consumers, businesses, ve- 
hicles and property. CCN holds 
credit details on 44 million 
people, 3 million businesses and 
50 million vehicles. Experian’s 
three databases - on con- 
sumers, businesses and real es- 
tate - contain information on 
190 million individuals, 31 mil- 
lion households and 53 million 
properties. 

CCN is stronger in retail 
location services where it works 
on behalf of companies such as 
McDonald’s and Boots to tar- 
get the best locations for new 
outlets. Experian has been de- 
veloping a powerful new soft- 
ware system. File One. 

Based in Orange County, 
California, Experian was orig- 
inally part of TWR, a US au- 
tomative and engineering 
company. It was sold to a con- 
sortium of businesses in Feb- 


ruary for S1.2bn (£721 in). It 


recorded profits of $109m on 
sales of $540m last year though 
profits growth has been, slow- 
ing. CCN was founded in 1980 
and is based in Nottingham. It 
recorded profits of £24m on 
soles of £1 ISm last year. 

City analysts welcomed the 
deal. Tony Shiret of BZW said 
it reduced GUS's dependence 
on the UK mail order market 
and would add £30m of prof- 
its next year. John Richards of 
NatWesl Securities said that 
while the deal “looked good", 
the decline of GUS’s core 
home shopping business still 
needed to be addressed. 

GUS reports its half-year 
results in two weeks. 


Cautious backing for EU’s steel state aid regime 


Michael Harrison 


The European Union last night 
agreed a new state aid regime 
for the steel industry after a 
compromise deal that will allow 
Brussels to block subsidies that 
distort competition but still al- 
low governments to fond do- 
sure programmes. 

The regime, which will run for 
five years from next January, 
was given a cautious welcome 


by the British Government and 
British steelmakers. 

Britain, supported by Den- 
mark. Sweden and the Nether- 
lands, had insisted that the new 
code be as least as tough ns the 
existing regime for fear that 
countries in southern Europe 
would be tempted to unfairly 
subsidise their steel industries. 

The new regime wfll allow 
steelmakers to receive aid for re- 
search and development pro- 


jects; environmental protection 
and partial dosure programmes. 

The provisions agreed last 
night are much tougher than 
those originally proposed by 
Brussels in March, which some 
members states had feared 
would fell to tackle the problem 
of overcapacity and lead to fur- 
ther pricing wars. 

Since 1993 more than £6bn 
has been paid in state aid to ail- 
ing steel companies, mainly in 


southern Europe* distorting the 
markeLand tampering British 
Steel and other UK producers. 

Had EU ministeiSDOt agreed 
on a new regime from l Janu- 
ary, then all state aid applica- 
tions would have bad to have • 
been vetted individually by the 
Council of Ministers. ' 

Greg Knight, Britain's in- 
dustry minister, welcomed the 
new code, saying: “I am pleased 
that after some hard negotia- 


tions. agreement has been 
reached on tight state aid to the 
steel industry. This success has 
avoided the undesirable 
prospect of a period without a 
code which would have en- 
couraged further support for 
uncompetitive companies and 
would run counter to the terms 
of the common market.” 

The British Iron and Steel 
Producers Association gave 
more cautious backing, saying 


that whether the new code re- 
sulted in read and efficient con- 
trol of state aid would depend 
on the commission's determi- 
nation to stamp out competitive 
distortions. 

^ sniff) that changes insisted 
on by tbe Britete government 
had closed the worst loopholes 
but said it Was disappointed that 
more of the amendments pro- 
posed hy the UKstee! industry 
nad not been adopted. 


KBS to sell life stake to Widows 


Me Cicuttl 


Royal Bank of Scotland said yes- 
terday it was preparing to sell 
a stake of at least 20 per cent 
in its life assurance subsidiary 
to the mutually-owned insurer 
Scottish Widows, in a move 
which some analysts said could 
lead to a merger between both 
companies. 

The two companies’ an- 
nouncement of plans to work to- 
gether follow the ending by 
RBS of its relationship with 
Scottish Equitable. 

Scottish Equitable, owned 
by the Dutch company Aegon, 


is selling back. its 20 per cent 
share in RBS’ bancassurance 
subsidiary. Royal Scottish As- 
surance (RSA). It is understood 
the bank was unhappy with 
Aegon’s acquisitive strategy. 
Scottish Widows is expected to 
buy a similar number of shares 
in RSA 

Both the bank and the Wid- 
ows yesterday declined to set a 
value on the stake at issue. An- 
alysis said that RSA was valued 
at about £S0m, which would 
lead to a price of between £15m 
and £20m. 

George Mathewson, chief 
executive at Royal bank of 


Scotland, said he hoped to 
reach an agreement with Wid- 
ows in a few weeks. The life as- 
surer is likely to play a wider role 
with RSA than Scottish Equi- 
table did. 

Mr Mathewson said: “We’re 
focused at the moment on Roy- 
al Scottish Assurance, but we do 
see the potential for other types 
of co-operation and so we're 
building a relationship which 
win give us a stability and a con- 
fidence whereby we can devel- 
op other products." 

In addition to providing ad- 
ministrative services for Royal 
Scottish Assurance and devel- 


oping a range of products, Wid- 
ows will also play a crucial role 
in the expansion of Direct Line 
Life, the telephone-based life di- 
vision of RBS. 

Scottish Widows has in the 
past 12 months launched a 
highly successful pensions- sell- 
ing operation by telephone. 

Mike Ross, group chief ex- 
ecutive at Scottish Widows, 
said: “The fact that we are able 
to work together in this way 
shows that it is possible to 
make a distinction between co- 
operation and integration." 

Both companies are worth 
about £4bn. 


Andrew Large set for five 
more years as head of SIB 


Nic Cicutti 


Sir Andrew Large, chairman of 
the Securities and Investments 
Board, is believed to be dis- 
cussing the possibility of a fur- 
ther five-year term at the helm 
of the City regulator when his 
period of office ends next year. 

It is understood that Sir An- 
drew, 54, may have been unof- 
ficially sounded out by the 
Treasury witha view to staying 


on at the SIB. An announce- 
ment is expected early next 
year. 


His continued presence at 
SIB is seen as ensuring that 
work begun by the regulator on 
the pensions mis-seLLing, review, 
together other with longer- 
term initiatives, is completed. 

It is understood that the re- 
appointment of Sir Andrew 
would not be opposed by 
Labourer the Conservatives, re- 
gardless of which party wins the 
general election. 

Mike O’Brien, the Labour 
party's financial - sendees 
spokesman, has committed 
hims elf to a review of financial 


services, with a beefed-up SIB 
taking on the role of various 
smaller front-line regulators. 

Sir Andrew, it was suggested 
by a source yesterday, might be 
allowed to continue in his 
£180,000 chairman’s post for 
some time before handing on to 
a younger person in a few years' 
time. 

Since taking over at SIB, Sir 
Andrew, a former banker who 
joined the regulator in mid- 
1992, has been heavily involved 
in identifying and resolving the 
pension mis-seliing scandal. 



Labour and t 
Knight to meet 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


Mike O’Brien, the Labour 
Party’s financial services 
spokesman, will next week meet 
Angela Knighl, the Treasury 
minister, to tiy to hammer out. 
an agreement over the Gov- 
ernment’s controversial plans to 
make changes to the Building 
Societies Bill. 

The Labour Party’s support 
for the proposed legislation is 
vital if Mrs Knight is to get her 
new- look Bill through Parlia- 
ment. “I hope we can achieve 
consensus," Mr O'Brien said 
yesterday. “We want to see this 
Bill an the statute books.” 

The planned changes to tbe 
Bill could delay share and cash 
hand-outs to millions of build- 
ing society members. They may 
even threaten the plans of some 
societies to convert into banks 
next year. . 

The proposal causing the 
main concern among the con- 
verting societies is the removal 
of five-year protection against 
being taken over once they 


have become banks. 

The newly converted banks 
would lose the protection im- 
mediately after buying a build- 
ing society or any other type of 
financial institution. 

Societies arc also concerned 
about confusion over the 
planned legislation which may 
force them to revise the weighty 
transfer documents that must be 
sent to the members before they 
can become banks. 

“It's quite feasible that if 
legislation gets anywhere near 
the statute books in this shape, 
the board of directors would 


have to look very, very carefully 
hether to gp ahead with 


as to whether 

the flotation,” John Caine, di- 
rector of corporate affairs at the 
Alliance & Leicester building 
society said yesterday. 

The Alliance & Leicester 
has already sent u 96-page 
transfer document to each of 32! 
million members. 

The planned removal 
takeover protection has pleased' 
the Building' Sod eties Associ- 
ation, which lias lobbied hard to 
get this right removed. 


Sir Andrew Largo: 
remain at the helm 


May 
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BSkyB talks are opening a Pandora’s box 


A t the end of the day, David, it's only fair 
to say. we're really "over the moon on this 
one. And well they might be. The possibil- 
ity of pay per view being introduced early for 
top football matches sent share prices 
among the quoted clubs soaring yesterday. 
It is not hard to see why. Just as the intro- 
duction of subscription television was great 
news for the Premier League, allowing 
football dubs to charge hither to undreamt 
of sums for TV rights, pay per view is going 
to be even better. 

Some of the figures being talked of yes- 
terday may be an exaggeration but there is 
no doubt that top clubs stand to get a lot 
more out of pay per view than the present 
all emhradng contract with BSkyB- There 
is. apparently, no limit on whai’the com- 
mitted football fan is prepared to pay. A 
good deal for football dubs then, or some 
of the top ones anyway, hut is it such a great 
one for BSkyB? That it is assumes BSkyB 
can both maintain its monopoly of (he 
League and make stick the 50/5U split in rev- 
enues between dub and distributor pro- 
posed. lb pull that off is going to require 
some Fancy footwork by Sir*', for once the 
League begins to fragment into club by club 
deals, it wall grow progressively harder to 
keep control of the show. 

Until rccenlly Sky held all the cards. 
Though others tried to snatch the Premier 
League from Sky's grasp, the outcome was 
never in any doubt, for Sky is the only broad- 
caster capable of reaching enough "viewers 


- 4m potentially - to make the sums add up. 
The strong likelihood that pay-per-view, 
rather than bog standard pay-TV, will be the 
format of the future has meant that the 
advantage is swinging away from the dis- 
tributor and towards the rights holder. 

Up until now Sky has prospered because 
it was the only game in town, controlling all 
the sport and movie rights and extracting 
onerous terms from content suppliers des- 
perate for carriage. That will not be true 
when cable reaches critical mass, and when 
(or if) digital terrestrial television is intro- 
duced. Furthermore, as soon as that nice Mr 
Blair frees up BT to offer broadcast TV, 
there’ll be another powerful competitor in 
the market place. BSkyB has a head's start 
and the best developed plans for digital TV 
of any company. Moreover, Sky already has 
a subscription TV contract with the League, 
so unless regulators force the pace, h doesn't 
for the time being have to go down the pay 
per view route. By talking to the clubs abou t 
doing so Sky is opening Pandora's box. There 
is every possibility that pay per view will 
usher in a flood of new competitors and 
undermine Sky's present stranglehold in the 
process. 

GUS goes on a 
shopping spree 

ic top brass at Great Universal Stores 
was apparently expecting the company's 


T, 


shares to fall yesterday on news of its f lbn 
Californian swoop. That they rose instead 
was due less to City admiration for what GUS 
had done, and more to the fact that this slum- 
bering old giant had done anything at all 
Good old Gussie’s has become so notorious 
for inaction that first reaction could only be 
one of elated astonishraenL Surety not 
GUS, not £lbn, not in America? 

This is a dusty old company that has not 
done a sizeable deal in 30 years, squirreling 
away £lbn plus in cash as a result. It has 
never tapped the market for new equity and 
never had any borrowings of any signifi- 
cance. It has never even had a finance direc- 
tor, preferring a treasury function instead. 
But suddenly strange things are happening. 
It all seems to be down to the new man at 
the top. While he has the same name as the 
last two. Lord Wolfson of Sunningdale, also 
chairman of Next, doesn't seem to belong 
to the same family. He has pledged a more 
open relationship with the City. Analysts 
were even granted an audience yesterday. A 
public relations company has been hired to 
spread the gospel according to GUS far and 
wide. And now he's gone out and spent the 
group's entire cash pile in one go. 

A new man in a hurry with a big balance 
sheet behind him is generally a pretty deadly 
combination. Furthermore, when a company 
has been “asleep" as Jong as GUS bos there’s 
every possibility of accidents as it arises from 
its slumbers. And when so many UK retail- 
ers have come a cropper in the “graveyard" 


US market, how can we be sure GUS will 
fare any better? 

But for the time being the new Wolfson 
at the helm perhaps deserves the benefit of 
the doubt. Credit rating and information ser- 
vices are growth markets. Putting Experian 
together with GUS’s existing CCN division 
will create one of the largest companies of 
its kind in the world. Knowledge of what 
everyone eats for breakfast and the like is 
apparently a valuable commodity among the 
world's leading multi-nationals. 

Lord Wolfson makes a good case for this 
takeover and the markets are with him. For 
his next trick, he will need to deliver belter 
performance in the core home shopping divi- 
sion, which was the cause of May’ s unprece- 
dented profits wanting. 

DTI should surrender 
golden shares 

W hen it comes to using its golden share 
in privatised companies, the Govern- 
ment’s track record has proved decidedly 
patchy. So it should be interesting to see how 
Ian Lang reacts to British Telecom's request 
that the Government should either give up 
or substantially alter its right of veto over what 
happens in the telecoms industry. 

The general policy of ministers has been 
to issue these things a bit like Blue Peter 
badges and then leave them to gather dust 
in the attic until some upstart Johnny for- 


eigner comes along wanting to buy a piece 
ofthe British industrial landscape. 

In the case of Jaguar, which was supposed 
to be protected from foreign takeover for 
five years, the golden share turned out to be 
made of baser metal. The Government 
gave up its special share as soon as the first 
suitor. Ford, motored into view. However, 
when another US predator tried to sneak up 
on National Power from behind Mr Lang 
lost no time in raising the golden share to 
his breast, thus sending the rotter? packing. 

On that occasion, the logic was that the 
electricity generation market was not folly 
open to competition. If he applied the same 
criteria to BT then the golden share would 
have to stay in place since BT still controls 
more than 90 per cent of the market. 

There is, however, a big difference this 
time around. It is BT which is forcing ihe 
issue, not an overseas predator. BT thinks 
the protective arm of Mr Lang needs remov- 
ing from around its shoulder if it is to per- 
suade the Americans that they should have 
no objection to the takeover of MCI. 

The added complication is that if BTs 
golden share is removed, the same will have 
to happen to Cable and Wireless. BTs sheer 
size may deter all but the biggest bidder but 
G&W, capitalised at £10.6bn, could be 
much more easily digested. But if the DTI 
reaUy believes in all that rhetoric about 
Britain being in the van of liberalisation, 
then it should surrender its golden shares in 
both companies. 


50% float of 
Equity & 
Law could 
raise £400m 



Off the mark: Some economists believe that Kenneth Clarke's inflation target is unachievable 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


The Government has almost no 
chance of meeting its inflation 
Unget, economists warned yes- 
terday, after the release of 
much worse-than -expected in- 
nation figures for October, hit 
by sharply higher petrol prices 
and housing costs. 

The underlying rale of infla- 
tion, which is the most closely 
monitored measure and ex- 
cludes mortgage interest costs, 
rose from an annual rate of 2.9 
per cent in September to 3 3 per 
cent Iasi month, compared with 
the market forecast of 3.1 per 
cent. The Treasury's stated aim 
remains to bring the underlying 
rate to 2.5 per cent or below by 
the next election. 


Inflation leap 
shocks City 


One economist, Adam Cole 
from HSBC James Capel . de- 
scribed the figures as “very dis- 
appointing indeed" and worse, 
on an undertying basis, than any 
other European Union country 
apart from Greece. 

He added: “The Chancel- 
lors target of 2.5 per cent now 
looks virtually unachievable. I 
just don't see how he can hit iL" 
Eddie George, the Govern- 
ment of the Bank of England, 
has repeatedly said he believes 
further increases in interest 


rates will be necessary to curb 
inflation on top of the recent 
0.25 per cent increase. Econo- 
mists said the pressure on Ken- 
neth Clarke, the Chancellor, to 
raise rates before the general 
election would become intense. 

Other inflation measures also 
rose by more than predicted. 
The headline rate surged from 
2. 1 per cent in the year to Sep- 
tember to 2.7 per cent m 
October, while the Bank of 
England's preferred figure, 
which strips out both mort- 


gage payments and indirect 
taxes, jumped from 2.5 percent 
to 3 per cent. 

The figures provide fresh ev- 
idence that the economic re- 
covery is having a dear impact 
on prices. Though manufac- 
turers' wholesale prices remain 
depressed, the data suggests re- 
tailers are using improving con- 
sumer confidence to boost their 
profit margins. 

Motoring costs went up by 6.4 
percent compared with the pre- 
vious year, largely because ofthe 
increase in petrol prices. The 
Office for National Statistics, 
which compiles the figures, said 
the price of petrol had risen by 
around 4p a litre since July. 
More increases are possible as 
higher oil prices feed through 
to the petrol pumps. 


In Brief 


• Donald Anderson, a former Brent Walker executive, yester- 
day denied orchestrating a “massive ” cover-up to hide years of 
false profit-taking. The former finance director of the entertainment 
empire’s film and television arm said he had never been involved 
in creating bogus documents designed to conceal the truth. He 
has denied one charge of attempting to pervert the course of jus- 
tice. He told Southwark Crown Court that papers the Crown 
claimed pointed to his guilt were nothing of the sort, and insist- 
ed they had been part of a detailed analysis to confirm the busi- 
ness's finances were above board. 

• US Inflation and retail sales data for October were in Line with 
analysts' expectations, showing that the economy remained in bal- 
ance, economists said. “For a change, this data had no major sur- 
prises," said Carol Stone, an economist with Nomura Securities 
International The overall Consumer Price Index rose slightly to 
2.6 per cent year-on-year as a result of higher food and energy 
prices. 

■ Bank oF Ireland yesterday reported interim pre-tax profits of 
lr£193.1m, up from Ir£191.8m last year, in line with analysts’ ex- 
pectations. Maurice Keane, deputy chief executive of the bank, 
said its planned £600m acquisition of Bristol & West Building 
Society was on schedule. 

• Offer, the UK electricity regulator, said Dominion Resources' 
£1 Jbn recommended cash bid for East Midlands Electricity raised 
issues similar to those raised by previous takeover moves for re- 
gional electricity companies. The regulator said that, if the takeover 
were to proceed, a Public Electricity Supply Licence would be 
held by a subsidiary company rather than by a parent company. 
In these circumstances measures are necessary to provide pro- 
tection for customers and to maintain regulatory effectiveness. 

• Bayerische-Hypotheken-und-Wechsel-Bank (Hypo-Bank), 
the German bank, spent £60ra on increasing its stake in Foreign 
& Colonial, one of Britain's top six institutional fund manage- 
ment groups, from 50 to 65 per cent. 

• The Merchant Navy Officers' Pension Fund has granted Mor- 
gan Grenfell Asset Management, the fund management rocked 
by the Peter Young scandal a stay of execution to manage more 
than £200m of its pension money. The pension fund's trustees de- 
cided not to immediately review the mandate, saving Morgan Gren- 
fell from (,he humiliation of having to rebid for the mandate. 

• Robert Fraser Asset Man a ge m ent suspended trading in its shares 
at 2.5p pending a possible reverse takeover deal “A transaction 
is being considered which may lead to a significant change in the 
company, including changes to the board, the name and the cap- 
ital structure of the company," the company said. 

• UK steel production in October increased by 52? per cent over 
the previous month, the British Iron and Steel Producers Asso- 
ciation said. Weekly production in October reached an average 
374300 tonnes, compared with 354,800 tonnes in September. 


Crestco resists City calls to suspend operations 


Me Cicutti 


Equity & Law. the UK sub- 
sidiary of giant insurer Axa 
which’ earlier this week an- 
nounced a merger with the 
rival French UAP group, is 
considering a partial stock mar- 
ket flotauon in a move that 
could raise up to £400m. 

The partial flotation of up to 
50 per cent of Equity & Law’s 
holding is understood to be the 
outcome of initial discussions 
between the UK firm, based in 
High Wycombe, and its French 
parent. 

However, a wholesale float is 
thought to have been ruled 
out, in part because of objec- 
tions by Axa s chairman, Oaude 
Bcbear. One industry source 
said Mr Be bear does not want 
to relinquish the company’s 
stake in a UK subsidiaiy. 

Although no firm decision 
has been taken, an announce- 
ment is thought likely next year. 

The partial flotation would 
reflect a similar strategy adopt- 
ed by both Axa and Union des 
Assurances de Paris (UAP). 
the French firm with which it is 
about to merge in a £5 Jbn deal. 

UAP. which owns Sun Life, a 
life and pensions company in 
the UK. part-floated 40 per cent 
of its UK arm earlier this year, 
raising up to £5Q0m. although 
the exercise was marred by 
falling stock markets. 

The company said at the 
time that its decision followed 
flotations around the world, 
aimed at giving its subsidiaries 
greater local involvement while 
subjecting it to local “share- 
holder discipline". 

Axa. which has large stakes 
in National Mutual in Aus- 
tralia and Equitable, in the US. 
has also opted G >r part-flotations 
of the companies it owns. 

Earlier this week. Axa and 
UAP announced their merger, 
a decision which will create 
the world's second- largest in- 
surance company after Nippon 


Life of Japan. In terras of assets 
under management the com- 
bined group will be the world's 
largest insurer, with almost 
£290bn under their joint control. 

Under the terms of the deal 
Axa. Europe's thini-iargest in- 
surer. is in effect taking over its 
larger rival UAP, which was 
privatised in 1994. 

Axa and UAP said they 
would capitalise on their com- 
plementary businesses and ge- 
ographical presence. The 
combined group will become 
the number one insurer in 
France and the insurers said 
they would rank among the 
leaders in the UK. Belgium. 
Germany and Spain. The deal 
will increase their presence in 
Italy and the Netherlands. 

Analysts said yesterday the 
apparent contradiction of two 
rival companies. Sun Life and 
Equity & Law, both operating 
in the UK. meant a decision 
would be needed whether to in- 
tegrate both companies. 

Axa's subsidiary made prof- 
its of £57m in the year to De- 
cember 1995, while grabbing a 
2.7 per cent share of the UK fife 
market. 

But figures provided to ana- 
lysts this week suggest that Sun 
Life, which is valued at about 
£ lbn. is not only bigger than Eq- 
uity & Law. blit also more suc- 
cessful in terms of premium 
income from policies sold and 
in its curbing of management 
costs. 

Equity Law * French par- 
ent is known io have considered 
acquisitions as a means of beef- 
ing up its operation in the UK 
and has complained in the past 
that its business interests here 
are loo small. 

Several sources in Equity & 
Law said yesterday that a par- 
tial flotation was an option be- 
ing discussed. However, 
integration with Sun Life has 
also not been ruled out com- 
pletely. potentially moving its 
head office to Bristol 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


Crestco. the company operating 
the stuck market's new settle- 
ment system, is resisting rapidly 
growing pressure in the City to 
suspend its commissioning pro- 
gramme while software prob- 
lems are sorted out. 

Some hoard members favour 
calling a complete hall to the 
transfer of companies' share 


registers to the new Crest set- 
tlement system for weeks or 
months, because of alarm about 
its performance. 

Crestco admitted yesterday u 
delay of a month or two beyond 
the April dale scheduled for foil 
operation was likely to be an op- 
tion discussed at u meeting of 
the board on 25 November. .An- 
other possibility could be further 
delays in transferring FTSE 
lOO companies to Crest. 


Crest sources also suggested 
that the Securities and Futures 
Authority could limit the 
amount of business done hy 
some firms that have had diffi- 
culty coping with the new sys- 
tem, because of the financial 
risk of settlement delays. 

However, Iain Savill'c, chief 
executive, insisted he would 
resist any delays to the present 
overall timetable of full opera- 
tion by April and he said there 


was no crisis, “only inevitable 
teething problems with a very 
complex system". 

Mr Savilie said (here had 
been a significant and noticeable 
improvement in the much crit- 
icised performance of the set- 
tlement system over the last 10 
days. He added: “We hope to 
demonstrate to the board that 
Crest Ls stable enough to push 
ahead with the transition 
timetable." 


If City critics of Crest win the 
day at the board meeting and 
force a suspension, it will be a 
severe embarrassment for the 
Bank of England, which steered 
the Crest project through to 
fruition after the Stock Ex- 
change's Taurus settlement sys- 
tem was abandoned. The Stock 
Exchange is keeping open the 
option of continuing for longer 
with the old Talisman settlement 
system, just in case. 


Mr Savilie said the board's 
decision would be a difficult 
one, adding that the company 
would have to talk “to the SIB, 
the SFA and the Stock Ex- 
change about whether the in- 
dustry ... is ready for the 
continued pace of transition". 

He admitted however that a 
problem with a piece of software 
called Circles was Crestco’s 
fault, but said iL affected only 2 
to 3 per cent of settlements. 


Digital bidders scramble for pay-TV football 


Mathew Horsman 

and Patrick Too her 

Efforts by leading Premier 
League dubs to push ahead with 
pay-per-view broadcasts of top 
football have energised British 
broadasters. many of which 
hove now advanced their own 
pay-per-view plans, according to 
sources. 

At least two bidders for dig- 
ital terrestrial television licences, 
currently on offer from the In- 
dependent Television Commis- 
sion. plan to focus on sport, 
including pay-per-view events, as 
the main driver of their new ser- 
vices. They are expected io talk 
to Premier League clubs in 
coming months about securing 
pay-per-view rights to matches. 

But BSkyB. which currently 
holds the exclusive live rights to 
games os negotiated collcctivc- 
lyby the Premier League. Ls ex- 
pected to fight hard to extend 
its contract to include pay-per- 
view. Big dubs, including New- 
castle and Manchester United, 
arc believed to be committed to 
generating maximum returns 


from their matches, and have 
been resisting suggestions from 
the Sky camp that revenues 
from pay-per-view be split 
equally between the rights hold- 
er and the broadcaster. 

Manchester United, in par- 
ticular. is known to be pushing 
for the early introduction of pay- 
per-view. A leading institution- 
al shareholder in the club said: 
“Manchester United has the 
least need of the collective bar- 


gaining process, us they arc the 
biggest name in the game." 

Meanwhile, (he cable industry, 
under the leadership of TelewesL 
the second-largest operator, is 
in the early stages of planning a 
pay-per-view movie service 
aimed at giving cable an advan- 
tage over satellite in the digital 
age. It Ls believed that Cable & 
Wireless Communications, the 
nation's largest operator. Ls also 
involved in the discussions. The 


companies plan to bundle ■‘pay- 
per-view" movies with cheap teles 
phony, us a key marketing tool. 

The moves are linked to 
growing expectations that pay- 
per-view will he the fastest 
growing industry in the media by 
the turn of the decade. Ae- 
cord&ig to a study by Salomon 
Brothers, the merchant bunk, 
pay-per-view in Europe could 
genome £3bn a year by 2UUU 
and ffibn annually by 2005. 


Sunderland FC plans flotation 


Nigel Cope 


Sunderland yesterday became 
the latest football dub to shoot 
for glory in the City as well as 
on Inc pitch when it announced 
plans to seek a stock market list- 
ing later this vear. The float will 
raise £I0m-E12m of new funds 
and value the dub at £40m- 
£45m. 

The funds will be used to re- 
pay loans of £6m taken out to 
build Sunderland's new £15m. 


4 1.bOO-ou parity stadium being 
built on the outskirts of the Citv. 
More funds will be made avail- 
able to manager Peter Reid to 
buy players and secure the 
team s position in the Pre- 
miership. Sunderland current- 
ly lie fifth from hot tom. 

Bob Murray, chairman and 
the eo-founder of the Spring 
Ram kitchens and bathrooms 
business, said a flotation was the 
way forward. “Wc feel it is 
right for our business. Sky has 


changed everything and with the 
possibility of pay per view, ihe 
opportunities could be even 
greater. 1 ' 

Peter Reid will be one orben- 
eficiarics of the flotation. It 
emerged lust week that he had 
paid £300,000 for a significant 
stake in the dub. After the float 
Mr Reid’S 5 percent stake will 
be worth £2m*£2 Jrn. 

The shares arc expected to 
start trading nex * month. 

Tottenham AGM, page 26 


News ofthe accelerated pay- 
per-view plans sent the shares 
of Manchester United and Tot- 
tenham Hotspurs climbing. 
Manchester united closed at 
532 Jp, up 26Jp. while Totten- 
ham was ahead 143p at 545p. 
BSkvB saw a brief rise in carting 
trading but settled back to dose 
at 519 3, down Up on the day. 

Media analysts said yesterday 
Lbar regulatory pressures on 
BSkyB, the dominant pay-TV 
broadcaster, as well as the like- 
lihood of increased competition 
would combine to create op- 
portunities for new entrants to 
the pay-per-view market. 

Michael Green's Carlton 
Communications, among other 
bidders, Ls expected to apply for 
a digital terrestrial television li- 
cence. In league with Minor 
Group, owners of 46 per cent of 
The Independent, Carlton bid 
£650m for the last Premier 
League contract, in competition 
with Rupert Murdoch’s BSkyB. 
Even BT, the telecoms giant, is 
expected to enter the pay-per- 
view market, which it sees as a 
key future source of revenue. 





Daily scheduled flight to Spain ~ 

easyJet 

Amsterdam £35 • Scotland £29 • Nice £49 

AH fare* single excl. tax subject to availability 
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Peter Rodgers 
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The Lloyd's insurance market is 
to overhaul its own centra] 
organisation to gjvc h a more 
business-like shape, Ron Chan- 
dler, the chief executive, an- 
nounced yesterday. 

Weeks after the completion of 
a £3-2bn rescue plan, Mr Sandfe r 
said the restructuring would 
split Lloyd's central services de- 
partment, with turnover of 
£lS0m a year, into five new busi- 
ness units, each of which would 
have its own managing director 
and managing board. 

Mr Sandler said* “They will be 
run as businesses with as much 
bottom-line discip line as ran be 
engineered." 

The restructuring comes after 
a detailed consultation with 
members and is a response to 
widespread criticism in the mar, 
ket of the way Uoyd’s is man- 
aged internally. 

Rather than a direct result of 
the rescue plan, it appears to be 
a case of catching up on reforms 
that were put to one side as the 
market struggled to survive after 
losing £$hn in a few years. 

Firms told Uoyd's that they 
wanted greater transparency of 
activities, including costs and 
charges, more accountability 
and responsiveness and wider 
choice of where they buy their 
services. They will be charged for 
what they use, rather than flat 
fees. 

As part of the plan, Lloyd's 
intends to open up some services 
to outside competition, so firms 
in the market can choose 
whether to buy from Lloyd's or 
from independent companies. At 
the same time, Uoyd's wants its 
new business units to seek work 
outside the market, from therest 
of the insurance industry in the 
City. Mr Sandler said: “If a unit 
is not proving responsive to the 
needs of the market the demands 
for its services will atrophy." 



Shaping up: David Rowland will be freed to focus on 
longer-term issues by the creation of new business units 


The restructuring is separate 
from Uoyd's plans for cost re- 
ductions but Mr Sandler ac- 
knowledged that more jobs are 
to go among Lloyd’s staff and 
contract workforce of 2,400. 

He said: “Inevitably, in a busi- 
ness in which people are an im- 
portant part of the costs I 
anticipate that there win be job 
losses." 

The five new businesses are 
members’ services, which in- 
cludes financial housekeeping 
for the membership, and insur- 
ance services, which embrace the 


_ office and the 

claimst 
The others wiQ be facilities 
management, ; business devel- 
opment; and North America, 
which will promote the market 
and liaise with regulators iri the 
US and Canada. 

The units will each be re- 
sponsible to a user board which 
wifl include representatives from 
the market Mr Sandler said the 
new structure would allow the 
board of the market, chaired by 
David Rowland, to focus on 
strategic and longer-term issues. 


City wary of the changing face of BT 

The Investment Column 


When Sir Peter Bonfield arrived at 
BTs headquarters earlier this year as 
the corporation's new chief executive, 
be immediately began a campaign to 
fight bureaucracy and remove the last 
traces of civil service culture. Ten 
months later much has changed at BT 
Centre and much has happened to BT 
with the £13bn takeover of MCI to 
name but one . Bu t Sir Peter has been 
unable to lift BT*s share price. 

The MCI deal provided two con- 
vincing reasons why the underlying 
value of BT shares should have risen 
from around 350p to 400p. The first 
is that the company wiD pay a 35p-a- 
share special dividend next September, 
which should in theory give a short- 
term lift to the price. Secondly, the 
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the end of March of £3.1bn. A prospec- 
tive yield of 6.7 per cent, with the shares 


up 9p jit 369.5p, should underpin 
them. 


But growth from here may be 
slow’. Hold. 


Ladbroke 
bounces back 


idends of 19.85p for this year, a rise of 
6. 1 per cent on last year. Another boost 
should have come from the more gen- 
erous price formula agreed with the in- 
dustry regulator, Oftel, which from next 


What a difference a year makes. Ex- 
actly 12 months ago, Ladbroke. the 


hotels and gaming group, issued a prof- 
its warning blaming difficult trading in 


August excludes almost all business 
calls fro: 


from price controls. It means just 
20 percent of BT"s call revenues will 
be subject to price regulation, com- 
pared with 60 per cent today. 

YeL despite all this, the shares have 
been disappointing, briefly surging to 
385p after the announcement, only to 
fall bade towards 360p in the days that 
followed. There are two reasons for 
this, one strategic, the other technicaL 
Firefly, worries over regulation are be- 
ing replaced by newfeara over BTs in- 
ternational expansion. If the MCI 
deal goes through in a year, it will trans- 
form the company’s balance sheet, 
adding £3.5bn of debt, and transform 
BT from a safe utility into a growth- 
orientated telecoms group. Nobody, 
apart from management, is sure it can 
handle the transition. 

The second concern perplexing City 
analysts is that after the special divi- 
dend has been paid out, the annual div- 
idend payout will be re based, in BTs 
words, by about 10 per cenL This means 
that the annual dividend for 1997-&, the 
year after the merger, will start from 
a 10 per cent lower base, though a like- 
ly growth rate of 6 to 7 per cent means 
the net reduction could be a mare mod- 
est 3 per cent. 

However, yesterday’s second-quar- 
ter results gave investors food for 
thought. BT is clearly starting to suc- 
cessnilly fight back against cable com- 
panies, with, growth of 11 per cent in 
ml and call volumes between the first 
and second quartos. Turnover also rose 
more strongly than last year, up by 4.9 
percent to £3.73bn between June and 
September. So the picture of a de- 
clining utility searching overseas for ex- 
citement may have been overblown. 

Expect static profits for the year to 


its betting and gaming division cm the 
start of the National Lottery and the 
introduction of instant-win santchcards. 
The news sent the shares to a 1 0-year 
low of 123p. Since then they have out- 
performed the market by 43 per cent. 


even after yesterday's 3p fall to 195.5p. 
’ isbec ‘ 


The turnaround has been helped by 
a fall-off in scratchcard sales, a one per- 
centage point cut in betting duty to 9 
per cent, the installation of slot ma- 
chines in betting shops and the intro- 
duction of gambling on the Irish 
Lottery. Ladbroke has also made the 
strategically significant derision to 


unify the Hilton brand and allow it to 
be marketed centrally on a world-wide 
basis. Once the deal with Hilton Ho- 
tel Corporation, which owns the Hilton 
name in the US. is finalised, HHC will 
hold 5 per cent of Ladhrokc’s shares. 

Yesterday's third-quarter trading 
update provided little in the way of new 
detail on the alliance's progress, which 
is hardly surprising as the deal has yet 
to he formally ratified. Moreover, its 
benefits ore likely to take several yuan* 
to show through. 

Indeed, apart from news that Lad- 
broke had received approval for a gam- 
ing licence from the state of Nevada, 
the only new’ line from the statement 
was confirmation that jockey Frankie 
Dettori's historic seven wins at Ascot 
in September had cost the betting di- 
vision £8m. That left profits at Britain's 
biggest bookie slightly low er than in the 
corresponding period. 

Ladbroke. along with the rest of the 
racing industry, is countering the 
prospect of the introduction early 
next year of a mid-week National Lot- 
tery draw by lobbying for a 1.5 per cent 
cut in the belting duty in the Budget. 

BZW has pencilled in pre-excep- 
tionai profits for this year of £l56m. 


rising to £207m next and £235m in 
1998, when the forward p e falls to a 
market rating of 13. 

That looks about right given the 
buoyant state of the world hotels 
market, the potential benefits of the 
Hilton deal and continued recovers- in 
the fortunes of the belting tmiusirv. 


Bull markets 
boost Perpetual 


British Telecom : at a glance 


MakeLnlue: £2SL5bn, share pike 369.5p 


Trading record 


fa-tax profits (£bn) 


Otoitends per share (panes) 16.7 
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Martyn Arbib, chairman of Perpetual, 
is a veiy wealthy man. Shares m his fund 
management group have grown over 
10 times since 1992 and as owner of 
over half of them, he has been die chief 
beneficiary. 

It is a remarkable performance for 
a company which spent the first five 
years of its existence struggling to stay 
above its 180p float price. 

The question is whether it Kin con- 
tinue. The signals from yesterday's 
results for tne year to September 
pointed in different directions. On the 
positive side, the 46 per cent rise in pre- 
tax profits to £37.2m was another 
storming result for a company which 
made much less than a tenth of that 
in the opening years of the decade. 
These sparkling' figures came on the 
back of a 40 per cent increase in funds 
under management to £6.6hn. 

But there tics the rub. Perpetual's 
strong track record and wcll-honcd 
marketing skills pulled in another 
£L lbn of funds over the past year, help- 
ing to cement its market leadership in 
unit trust-linked personal equity plans. 
The group also lifted its overall mar- 
ket share in the market for authorised 
unit trusts from 3.7 to 4.2 per cent. 


Few could question such a perfor- 
rithoi 


Sales by business 
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mance. but without much effort, fund 
managers gain a double lift during a 
bull phase for (he stock market, like 
now. 

Rising markets tend to suck in new 
money and new punters, particularly 
the relatively unsophisticated sort who 
are attracted to unit trusts. Meanwhile, 
rising share values automatically boost 
funds under management, with Per- 
petual gaining another £800m over the 
latest 12 months. 

Mr Arbib's gentle warning yesterday 
over the heights at which shares round 
the world are trading left his own shares 
at £22.25, down 102Jp. That is the 
main problem ahead for Perpetual and 
explains why profits could range be- 
tween £57m and £65m this year, 
putting the shares on a forward 
price/earnings ratio of 17. Given the 
uncertainties, purchases should be de- 
ferred. 



Magnus Grtmond 


Mr Madellan, who took over 


Boardroom payoffs totalling 
close to £lm were in prospect 
yesterday as Ibstock, Britain’s 
biggest brick-maker, and Ricardo, 
the automotive design engineers, 
both lost their chief executives. 

Ibstock is expected to pay out 
just over £500,000 fouowing 
the announcement tbat Ian 
Madellan, the managing di- 
rector, is to resign after losing 
the confidence of the board. 
The news comes after a period 
of upheaval at Ibstock, whose 
£160m acquisition of RedlancTs 
brick business earlier this year 
propelled it to the number one 
position in the market 


being finance director for 10 
years, is being replaced by 
Philip Mengel, the chief exec- 
utive of Ibstock's Glen-Geiy US 
subsidiary since 1990. 

/ Commenting on the change- 
over, a company spokesman 
said: “It was felt by the board 
that lan is extremely good at 
stealing with the finances and 
the financial structure, but is not 
the man to take the group for- 
ward at an operational level 
Philip Mengel having run the 
US operation, is seen as the 
man who could poll the team 
together and take the group 
forward." 


Mr Madellan, who will leave 
at the end of the year, is on a 
three year contract at a current 
salary of £lS2fl00 a year. He said 
yesterday that, as a result of the 
Redland acquisition, Ibstock 
now had a UK operation with 
great profit potential for the long 
term. “I am proud of these 
achievements on behalf of the 
company and am pleased now to 
hand over, as chief executive, to 
my colleague Philip Mengel 
who. I am confident, is the right 
man to lead the company in the 
next phase of its development.” 

Sir Colin Hope, chairman, 
said integrating the Redland 
business and Thnnac's brick as- 
sets acquired in 1995 will be the 


first task facing Mr Mengel He 
said they were making “satis- 
factory progress" with the in- 
tegration of Redland. 

In a separate move, Ricardo 
said its baord bad dismissed 
Christopher Ross, chief execu- 
tive, “with immediate effect" to 
replace him with Rodney West- 
head, the finance director. No 
reasons were given for the dis- 
missal of Mr Ross, who has been 
in the job four years. 

However, the indications 
were that be would be entitled 
to pick up a compensation pay- 
ment of around £430,000. He 
was paid a salary of £215,000 
and his contract laid down a no- 
tice period of two years. 


$74m Biotech 
deal opens up 
Japan’s market 


Magnus Grimond 


British Biotech has taken a big 

step in completing world-wide 
distribution for its Marimastat 
anti-cancer drug with the 
announcement of a $74m 
jjh. (£44.5 m) development and 
■p marketing deal with "Bunabe 
Seiyaku, Japan’s eightb-biggest 
pharmaceuticals group. 

In exchange for exclusive mar- 
keting rights in Japan. Thnabe 
will take on the Japanese de- 
velopment of the drug and 
make an initial payment of 
$7m, with up to $67m more de- 
pending on a successful launch. 
Biotech will also receive royal- 
ties on sales in Japan thought 
to be “significantly higher than 
25 per cent". 

Typically, Western companies 
doing deals in Japan are lucky 
to . obtain royalties of 15 per 
cent, according to one broker. 

Japan is the last big market 
still to be cracked by Mariraa- 
stat The drug is currently in 


phase UI trials in Europe mid 


North America, the last i — v 
rowhat is hoped wifl be official 
' approval and first sales in the 
West in around 1999. 

Japan has around 2 million 
cancer patients, about a quf ' 
ter of European and Nor 


American markets put togeth- 


. er. But Biotech has always 
. faced much greater obstacles m 
■ "breaking into the market, given 

• i ^ — - thnt i*im rhtiK 


the requirement that new drugs 
.must be test 


■ UiVUi uv tested on Japanese 
patients before receiving official 


approval As a result, the group 
has been looking for a partner 
to help launch the product in 
Japan for some time. 

A company spokeswoman 
said: “For a company at this 
stage of development. It would 
not be a very useful use of share- 
holders’ funds if we went about 
setting up . a subsidiary oyer 
there when we can work with an 
already established company.” 

Trials of Marimastat m hu- 
man patients are' expected to 
start in Japan next year and, if 
all goes well, brokers expect it 
to hit the Japanese market 
around 2002. Thnabewas cho- 
sen partly because it was more 
sanguine about the launch date 
for Marimastat than some of its 
rivals, which suggested the 
process could take up to 14 
years. . „ , 

The Osaka-based Tanabe, 
which dates its foundation 
tol678, had sales of $2bn last 
year. The group’s best-known 
product is Cardizem, a cardio- 
vascular drug launched in 1989 
which is distributed in the rest 
of the world by Hoechst Mari- 
on Roussel and is said to be still 
the world's 18th best-selling 
pharmaceutical: 

Separately, Smith K li n e 
Beech am announced .that .its- 
Hycamtra treatment for cancer 
of the ovaries had received of- 
ficial EU approval. The drug is 
a second line of defence for. pa- 
tients with metastatic caricertof 
the ovary after the failure .of ini- 
tial pr subsequent therapy. 


In Brief 


• Portsmouth & Sunderland Newspapers’s first-half profits to 
28 September 1996 -slipped to£4.68m from £4.8m last time, while 
the interim dividend rose to 4_25p from 3-8 6p. Richard Storey, 
chairman, said the first 26 weeks of the financial year bad borne 
out his prediction of several short-term pressures on profitabil- 
ity. The company spent £14 Jm cm new presses at Sunderland and 
Hartlepool leading to “significant footling costs without any rev- 
enue benefits, the start of substantial benefits being expected next 
financial year”, Mr Storey said. 


• Paper group Scapa Group's interim profits rose to £3CL2m for 
the six months to 30 September 1996 from £27.7m last time. Chief 
executive David Dunn warned the strength of sterling could hit 
overseas earnings, bat added: “The paper industry is forecasting 
a gradual recovery from its recent trough.” 


Our 3-in-l healthcare plan 
offers you so much for so little 


• Sid>e has won Indian government permission to establish its 
first manufacturing plant there, paving the way for an initial in- 
vestment of £Sm. The Windsor-based industrial controls maker, 
which has sold in India since 1933, said it plans to make indus- 
trial valves, plant safety shutdown systems and process control 
equipment at a new factory near Madras. 


• Psion shares rose 45p to 44 Up. after the British personal com- 
puter maker said it was placing 3.5 million new ordinary shares 
to raise around £14m to expand business in 1997. Psion said de- 
mand for products was ahead of expectations and that current 
trading perfonnaixx was on tai^L The new shares wo iild be placed 
at 400p each and represent around 5 per cent of the firm’s issued 
Ordinary share capitaL Dealings start on 19 November. 


• Maid, a provider of on-fine business information, said its third- 
quarter pre tax loss narrowed as sales and subscriber growth con- 
tinued. Maid posted a pre-tax loss of £2.410, down from £3.4m 
last time. For the first nine months of fiscal year 1996, the loss 
increased to £5.7m from £3m, as Maid stepped up its investments 
in PT panding operations. The company said it had now completed 
its infrastructure investments and anticipated breaking into prof- 
it eariy next year. 


Appleby Westward Group increased pre tax profits to 
£450.000 far the six months to 7 September compared to £191,000 
. ..- — j — — -* •*-, .chainnan 


Roger Harvey said the second half of the company's financial year 
had generally been more difficult than the first, but he was con- 
fident the outcome for the year as a whole would be satisfactory, 
especially when compared with the previous three years. 


• Shares in Action Computer Supplies, a mail-order supplier 
of IT products to business users, rose 7 per cent to 1425p after 
the company reported a sharp profit rise in its first results once 
its stock market dfibut. Action said post-tax profits of £2D58m 
in the year to 30 August exceeded its forecast of £I.944m made 
in its flotation prospectus, with turnover up 32 per cent at £134.6m. 



From your first contact to settling your claims. Lifetime 
Healthcare from Legal & General is the healthcare plan that 
gives you more and costs less. It takes care of all your 
authorised hospital costs including surgical and medical 
treatments, post-operative care, nursing and day care. And, if 
you are under 60. it includes a cash fund towards dental, 
optical and other healthcare expenses, as well as a lump sum 
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A cash fund for dental, optical and other healthcare 
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Accident Insurance* 
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FTSE iOO 

3926,1 - 0.8 


Dow prevents shares from falling on interest rate fears 


Taking Stock 


FTSE 250 
4398.9 - 11.3 


FTSE 350 
1959.7 - 1.5 . 
SEAQ VOLUME 
1.135bn shares, 
34,942 bargains 
Gifts Index 
93.81 + 0.13 


Share spotlight 


Shares suffered another round 
of interest rate jitters. A bright 
start was killed as the strong in- 
flation figures sounded the 
alarm that more rate increas- 
es could be on the way. 

New York, however, came to 
the rescue. As the Dow Jones 
Average hit more peaks dur- 
ing London trading, falls were 
almost eliminated and Footsie 
ended only 0.8 points lower at 
3.926.1. A strong gilts display 
contributed to the revival. 

The stock market enjoyed a 


as its £1 bn takeover of a US in- 
formation services group was 
seen as the first, but decisive. 
Step towards throwing off its 
reputation as a steady but dull 
performer. The shares, bump- 
ing along near their year’s 


■ 


MARKET REPORT 


low, jumped 57.5p to 64Sp. 
following its p' 




DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


■700- 


share price, pence 


busv session, although the in- 
lefittl 



WD J FMAMJ JASON 


dex gyrations made little con- 
tribution to the trading 
volume. It was, in fact, tax e£ 
ficicnt bed-and-breakfast deals 
which lifted turnover com- 
fortably above 1 billion shares. 

The rush of late trades on 
Wednesday turned out after all 
to be the first leg ofB&Bsand 
other deals were put in the 
frame yesterday. 

Great Universal Stores was 
the best-performing blue chip 


... - allowing its pledge to 
hand back cash to sharehold- 
ers, was a shade easier at 
88J5p. 

It could have been wrong- 
guessing the GUS and Sears 
announcements which sent re- 
tailers House of Eraser and 
Next higher on Wednesday. 

There has for long been a 
suspicion GUS planned a 
swoop on a domestic retailer 
with Next the favourite target. 
Lord Wolfson of Sunningdale, 
GUS chair man, admitted that 
takeover talks had been held 
with Next, where he is also 

chairm an ,, 

BT, following its figures, 

n_ i. wot i vT ... . 


Gas, with Nat West Securities 


joining UBS in supporting the 
shares, flared 9p to 207.5p. The 
weird story of a bid from Shell 
continues to go the rounds. 

ABN Amro Hoare Govett 
ruffled the Far Eastern banks, 
HSBC and Standard Char- 
tered, by suggesting Barclays 
and National Westminster 
Bank were better bets. It low- 
ered its HSBC forecast from 
£4.9bn to £4.6bn and Standard 
from £93 Dm to £880m. Cob- 
ham, the aerospace group, 
climbed 9 J5p to 594p following 
a lunch -time meeting with 
Henderson Crostbwaite and 
Reckitt & Co lumn finned to 
703p after a Panmure Gordon 
presentation. 

British Borneo, the oil 


group, moved forward 1 Up to 
620p; HSBC James Cape! 
floated an 800p target pace. 

Amstr&d enjoyed a late flur- 
ry, up 8p to I67.5p, and CMG, 
a computer group picked by 
UBS as one of its "ax for suc- 
cess", gained 24p to 845 Jp. 

Psion, the hand-held com- 
puter maker, jumped 45p to 
44L5p following a placing at 
400p by Barclays de Zoete 
Wedd. The placing, raising 
£14m, was pitched surprising- 
ly close to the then ruling 
market price. BZW lifted its 
profit projection for next year 
by £2m to £24m. 

To round off the computer 
action. Acorn Computer im- 
proved lUp to 2133p. A tan- 


talising sales announcement is 

expected at the pending Los 
'Vfegas IT fair; it is also thought 
Olivetti, the struggling It alian 
giant, has decided to cling on 
to its 312 per cent stake. 

Full Crete, the old Atreus 
kitchen business now headed 
by Bill Rooney, former bead of 
Spring Ram Corporation, 
added 2.25p to 17.75p. It was 
the second day running the 
shares, which had been bump- 
ing along at their year's low, at- 
tracted keen interest. 

Rojaier, the engineering and 
shipping group where Jacobs 
has acquired a stake and wants 
to bid, improved lL5p to 
118.5p. Its two market makers, 
Cazenove and COUins Stewart, 
have been stopped from trad- 
ing in the shares and Winter- 
flood Securities called in as sole 
market maker. 

Coatees International, the 

drugs group, continued to faO 
to respond to upbeat mes- 
sages, easing to 389-5p. The 


shares were 41 8p in May. It b 
thought a fond, which could 
only Invest in UK shares and 
did not realise Cortws was 
Australian-based, hi hugely re- 
sponsible for the recent weak- 
ness. The fond encountered 
difficulty unloading its stake 
and managed to unsettle the 
market in the process. 

On Ofex there was again 
high excitement in Display IT 

Holdings. The shares gained a 

farther 350p to l,250p on talk 
of a US quote and the appar- 
ent success of its software 
package, whidi is seen as a 
-powerful rival to Reuters City 
screens. It is thought 20 insti- 
tutions are testing the compa- 
ny’s service. 

Elsewhere, Alpha Airports 


rj Expect takeover action 

S> n from Inn BnSlrtcjM^ 

pubs chain which used to he 
United Breweries. It is 
thought to be about to swoop 
onwrre of the remaining un- 

oufited pub businesses ereat- 

in the upheaval of the Beer 

Orders- The e™ u P* 

around 300 pubs, took ov er 
the Marr chain in RAnwry. 

Q Rt»m USM to Ofts is the 



held at 113p’as Mohamed A1 
id confirmed his slake at 


Fayed — - — — — 

27^8 per cent and Exmoor Dual, 

an investment trust, jumped 
3Jp to IOp on a bid approach. 


assets it is hoping to BX BP J 
deal to “restore vtlue fcr * ts 
2,500 shareholders. The price 
ended at 0.25 p« 

□ Watch GBE International, 
a process engineering group. 
Schroder Investment Man- 
agement continues to shop 
for shares and now has 18 
per cent.Prospeets are 
thought to be good. The 
shares rose 3 Jp to 48p. 
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Greycoat investors 
back Moorfield bid 


Patrick Too her 


Rebel shareholders in Greycoat, 
the property group on the re- 
ceiving end of 3 takeover ap- 
proach from Moorfield Estates, 
yesterday won the latest round 
m their long-running battle to 
break up the company. 

Brian Myerson, manager of 
UK Active Fund, which controls 
11 per cent of Greycoat, wel- 
comed the decision by investors 
at an extraordinary meeting to 
adjourn for three weeks a vote 
on the possible liquidation of 
Greycoat 5 assets. 

“The [Greycoat] board will be 
forced to sit down and look at 
the Moorfield proposals," he 
said after the meeting. 

Earlier this week. Greycoat 
rejected a £200m all-share 
takeover approach from Moor- 
field, a property group less 
than a quarter of its size. 

Mr Myerson, a former Grey- 


coat director, said be was de- 
lighted shareholders had voted 
to adjourn his original propos- 
al to sell off the company's as- 
sets. 

He said Moorfield's propos- 
als, which have so far been re- 
jected by Greycoat as being too 
vague, kid the backing of hold- 
ers of 40 per cent of Greycoat’s 
investors. 

These are thought to in- 
clude leading institutional in- 
vestors such as Schroders and 
Newton. 

Mr Myerson said these share- 
holders had already seen Moor- 
field's 40-page document and 
expressed their support for it, 
adding that he was “supportive" 
of both the proposals and of the 
Moorfield management. 

Greycoat put a brave face on 
the outcome. “We have yet to 
see any detailed proposals from 
Moorfield 

“All we have had is one page 


of vague bullet points," said a 
spokesman. 

Greycoat also reiterated its 
attack on Moorfield's offer, ar- 
guing the bidder had no expe- 
rience of prime central London 
office properties and the offer 
contained no cash alternative. 

Moorfield is run by Marc 
Gflbard and Graham Stanley, 
two former property analysts at 
US investment bank Goldman 
Sachs. 

It plans to combine with 
Greycoat and then split the 


enlarged group into two se pa- 
based at 


rate companies, one 
London's Embankment Place 
and Buckingham Palace Road, 
together with their debts, and 
the other holding the remain- 
der of the debts and assets of 


the enlarged group, 
ihares in Gre 


Shares in Greycoat, as high 
as £25 at the end of the Eight- 
ies, dosed a penny higher at 
156p. 


Lord hunger adds colour to army museum 


Lord Younger, chairm an of 
the Royal Bank of Scotland, 
presented two regimental 
flags from City units to the 
National Army Museum in 
Chelsea this week. Both 
colours belonged to the lSth- 
centuiy equivalent of Dad’s 
Army , raised in London to 
repel Napoleon Bonaparte's 
troops if they invaded. 

Ian Robertson, director of 
the museum, received the 
flags, the Bishopsgate Ward 
Association Regimental 
Colour 1798-9 and the 6th 
Regiment of London (Loyal) 
Volunteers King's Colour of 
1810. These “home guard" 
units were encouraged by the 
government and usually led 
by a local squire or 
businessmen. Perhaps this is 
the next logical step in cutting 
defence costs and contracting 
out to the private sector. 
“Lord Younger's Volunteers" 
has a certain ring to it. 
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In charge: Lord Younger 
could run a voluntary unit 


Lord MacLaarin of 
Knebworth. who is due to 
retire as chairman of Tesco in 


May, is to join the board of 
\fodafbne as a non-executive 
director with effect from 1 
January. 

The Tesco boss is gearing 
up to be “an active peer”. He 
ami be sworn in at the House 
of Lords on 17 November and 
he is likely to be a keen 


worker for the Conservative 
cause. 

Lord MacLaurin was 
appointed to the board of 
Tesco in 1970 arid made 
chairman in 1985. -Now 60 
years of age, though, he 
seems to be getting mote busy 
rather than less. 

He's keen on helping 
English cricket get out of the 
doldrums, and is chairman of 
the Ifest & County Cricket 
Board. He’s also mad about 
golf, and is chairing the 
organising committee for the 
Anglo-US Ryder Cup in 
Valdarama, Spain. AU that 
and a director of NatWest 
too. Other non-exec positions 
could also be in the offing, a 
source tells me. 


Roger Oldfield, the KPMG 
insolvency practitioner who 
sold Broadgate to John 
Ritblat’s British Land last 
year, was spotted in a 


bohemian I talian trattoria in 
London yesterday having 
lunch with colleague Emma 
Strack. 

Ms Strack, from KPMG’s 
corporate recovery credit 
services team, has just 
returned from New York, 
having run her first marathon 
in the veiy creditable lime of 
4hr 14min, Mr Oldfield 
informs me. “She achieved 
this in spite of having to stop 
for physiotherapy at the 16- 
mile marie on an extremely 
sore knee," he says. 

' Mr Oldfield is no mean 
runner hims elf. He did the 
Great North Run half- 
marathon in Newcastle in 
September, with a time of lhr 
28min. “Liz McColgan 
pipped me by 18 minutes," he 
says. 

The way Mr Oldfield tells 
it, KPMG's receivers sound 
like they are too busy running 
to wind any companies up. 
Mike Wheeler, head of 
KPMG’s UK Corporate 
Recovery department, has 
also completed the New York 


marathon. "We arc a force to 
be reckoned with." trumpets 
Mr Oldfield. “This is mu a 
profession for couch 
potatoes." 


Chairman Philippe 
Boarguignon did not 
announce Euro Disney’s final 
results yesterday as scheduled. 
They’ were postponed last 
week because French 
journalists are on strike. The 
figures will be released next 
Tuesday instead. Apparently 
people in France depend 
more on the press for 
financial information than 
they do here. 

This excuse seems weedy. 
After all, last month when les 
hacks were also on strike, the 
French government pressed 
ahead with announcements 
on cutting the budget deficit. 

Just think, if all British 
journalists went on strike 
then the Budget might have 
to be cancelled. What a 
delightful thought. 

John Willcock 
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sport 


\ £ . . CHELTENHAM 


\ 


! A 


U5 COOLREE (Nap) 
3-50 Cowbaril 
2-25 Sout hampton fnb) 


HYPERION 
3jOO Just Little 
325 Factor Tor 
4J5 R-arnsdens 


SOIMSs Good to Rrm, 

■ LelWiwxl, gaDopUvR course wall sulT fences. Upfviil nw-iii of 2«iyU. 
ScfS^" Junt ^ orA3a,andA3;<a S® 0 * 1 Ktiutatf mum'. ADMISSION: t-tub 
jUSWimtas LUiM S3J; Ttacraa. &l!> SC); Fcmet’s Erataurc SA CAR PAUL 


I LEADING TRAINEES WITH RUNNERS; N A Twtaura-DHfM - .11 winners from 
"5" nmnera Rhrea a shxbw rain o[ in. Wt uni a low mail lend **jte nfS^r-.tiT; HC 
^T^ fc !? eWi,Uru,,nm « l - 1% - j TTi.| l; NJ Henafertou- 11! irinncrs, II! fup- 
J 4 *-'»:0 S herwood - ) ] winners. SO namcra. 1 A.fl*. -SI0.M. 
U .rf^ lm ff, JOCKEtSi * vriw. 191 rates. 18.**, +sn.*t AMagolre 

■"-Jwtna. UU rtdM, 15.7H, JfiMM; N vmUnwM-Amw, Ji'l neks. 3I.1H. +S:fUK«: 
JOi feow - tn wte. 147 rate. liLWta. J7LJU. 

BUNEEBED FUST TIME: batsdna (-UNi). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS; Lord Done! (iEVVfcnbecn «w* •» mikstre .1 TJarf- 
wn tnom aoeb^dd. Nmthnaihaiai»t Qnll An Dons {1 ir.| tent IMG mdr* by FMur- 
TO Iran HMdchuiw Nwih Yorkshire: Leap In The Dark i l.Dftj A Saamenlrl ift.ttft >ani 
1 70 nuks by Mint L Sfcbtall from radon. Nonh Vurbfttre: TV Last Fling {:i.a".| *i« Kil 
mUes by Mn S Smnh hum Hfeh Ekhndc Wwt VorteJiue: World Express i I.II5I xnt 1 00 
nuks Ly B Mfflman from Kenfahearr. Dram; Minor Key r:t.:iol S. Staacy Valley H.ifiJ 
JOB l Ik- Hots Iff J Jenkbw from fagrcion. I leniurftJure; Sopermodel j I JWi *.•« 1(1 1 miles 
gy Mra N Macnuley from Spromm. LrtceaeHure 


MCI COLN VALLEY FISH AND GAME COMPANY AMATEUR RlD- 
— — -1 ERS* HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,500 added 2m 4f 

lltyds Penalty Value £3460 

221ilF- SPMBSH LIGHT (2Sy [Dj fS» Wr Bffcw) Si WTI &f>au 7 11 10 .. J* D Bariow (7) 

13FP-SP MAN MOOD (FR) (ID) 0F) (Uni Ffctfirci C &aOG 5 10 13 Mr T Joan (7) 

321P11 C00UBEBa)fD)IBIRWEnn)PlunalsaiaU JUr JTtaml (7) 

3131-02 06CA1, AN DORAS (22) (BF) iMg L W VCtorsl F Unby ■ 10 10_lb R Thorton Cl 
3U-U3 n A*°WW aW MMUamsCan-y left: MtftxmniM 610 7 ■■■AdJTMcK— a 

l»P-3 WOPRHJY LAD (13) (RrJirt halli P VRDtw 9 IP 0 Mr P Scott m 

-B declared - 

JWmjff: ne^ftc Ida. True tendtap ne^nc onereft l*J uai 

KTTMe: W Cootao, 3-1 Ok^M Dons. 9-2n«KtaeVhton. 6-1 Spa**LJ0t. 7-1 Its Hood. 
M-l Crapicdy lad 

1895: no cnresponding rate 

FORM GUDE 

OSCAB. AN DORAS was nor mohmg any ran impressor in the strain when heJlen fiw 
tei^is 19 Cooliee in a giwar rwe at LucOow lost month ana even taied to taw ad- 
o> Uie onnnei's ti under at the (turd last. That loohed an moroved performance 
from Cooliee but. with raters' atkjwanccs taken nto account. Chcai An Doras meets him 
610 better. Moo importantly, the tnungar Qsead An Doras may have needed die run more, 
butene ha h^t ounng in four months. He had Snorted last season m good style on 
Bw (aster pouid and could be a different proposnwi with that run under tvs belt. Span- 
bdt Ught was a smart novice last season for Gordon Richards when lour tmna. rarigng 
bom two to Owes miles, included a bearing of [he odds -on King Loafer (received 12101 
over this Wo at Hantack. Tl*s seems to be tvs optimum distance, and there a no doubt- 
vig the excefent chance he has. though a may be that tie ml need tits lirst run from a 
new stable to pu t hen soot on. Man Mood's tvsfory of ejrgrmg during a raco makes ram 
too Itsky a proposition. Even at tvs best he would probabtv be tar boner off with cut m the 
(founts and bnh chaiengpr Dancing Vtsfoo. thougi retatnoiy nerpenenced over (ernes 
n comparison, should have a better chance. 

SoteCttooeOSCAlLAN DORAS 


1-50 


SCUDAMORE CLOTHING 0800 301 301 NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £5,000 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £3y680 

UUll COURBAHa (IQ (U3) fftaiam Own iFne Paronggi M Rce 4 13 8 A P McCoy 

31- MMIMG LORE (183) IMmto F&EenBagJ N Henomcn 5 11 8 JHA 


034-1 BKEMOOR PR8CE (23] ifhe Ftxaig Hares: P Hsms 5 U 4 JtDnoady 

BUAZBNGJOE iWOHanfi DHMkmsS 11 0 J>Kohy 


5-66333 LEHP M TIE DARK (4) (Mr, D J Momsi Mas L S*ua 7 11 0 . 
5006 OPEREnO(UQ(GaadMx>lMsSifiar 6110- 


JtHaguV 


JltE 


7 514:2 SUPERMOUtL (U5) IHF) (Mr® S Rudg^l M'S N kVKautev ■> 10 13 .Mr R Thonton (5) 

-7dedned- 

BETTMQ: 64 Hunting Lore, 74 OoMtaifl, 9-2 EdgcmoorPitiee, 12-1 Sapennodei, 14-1 OpoEtto, 
18-1 Btanbg Joe. 2S-1 Ucre in The Dak. 

1995: IK** wonders U A T jefc 7-2 in T netcn-Owes) 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Coortmrll showed himself to be much mare than iust an earty-season pot -hunter with j 
deteat of handicappas Freddie Muck and Blare Away at the last meeang. Hurtling neat- 
ly in the lead tnrtru£mut. he was always hatting the call from between ihe last two and 
HUNTING LORE imH have to be every bn as good as he b cracked up (0 be. A lucky wh- 
iter of hs orty pomt-to-poni as a four-year-old m betand. Hunting Lore out m a ready 
pleasing first rut Over hurdtes when coming a^n betvnd the soD uTftcaun Mandvs Man- 
era and subsequent wrmer Sparkling Yosmin over two and a naif mites at Ascot m Aim. 
He did not even have la run up to that form when beating Flying Gunner at Stratford (3m 
6f llOytfci the taHanm^ month and there is faWefy robe qute a tvt better to come. Edge- 
moor Prince 15 a nice, tag sort ana stayed on too well for the odds-or Ikzasab at Exeter 
last month on his hurtllmg debut. On the bee Ct it that was a tar performance. He wdl 
certainly stay today's longer mp. but me runner-up was rax njjtt mat day and Soper- 
modet. who has been rmreng on the Flat snee a rather tome second to Mfflon Dancer 
aver two mdes at Worcester back m July, has as good a chance for place money. 
Seiaction: HUNTING LORE 


o OC| MTISUBSM SHOGUN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
l^-^l B) £I0/X)O added 2m Penafty Value £6327 


C4 


UU123- LORD DORCET (204} (D) (John H-Jgg) J Cfcvfton 6 U 10 . 


.ADHMody 


5-2UF3 CXPMM KHBflVE (27) (CW (BR (KherWe Patnadipi P Mcnafls 8 11 7 — A Harare 

3 U/F3B4 XOWEm KMG (14) (D) manv4-a LHP 0 Sowna 0 11 2 lOMnm 

J 532122 GOUIHUIPnW (15) p (rtpidvcrj G UJkhe 6 IQ 11 APMcGoyV 

-4 dsdsmd - 

BEIIW6: 54 Saatbanvon. 64 Lard DceceL 6-1 KomeKta KMg, 7-1 Citato KhoAre. 

1995: Wonder Man tFR) 10 11 2 M A fitqyraid 6-5 (N Hendawn) 2 ran 

FORM GUVE 

Putting a wsor on used to do the tnck tor SOUTHAMPTON over huidtes and that mgK 
be the case over fences, not that there was anything wrong with tvs Sundown win from 
Medinas Swan Sang and Kometta Ktag m February or ms comeback nm against Ca- 
ksoe Bay at Stralfdni without the headier. He gave Cal Boe Bay a real fntfit when match- 
ing stnoes with hvn from the thud last and wdl be that much sharper as a result. That 
Sandovm run was the only time Komnlcta King completed the course over fences last sea- 
son. He reopposes on 19m better terms but mere was not a ffeat deaf m his return at 
Wemerty a torment ago. other than mat he comolet ed the course, and fie has not made 
me process Southampton has. Captain Khedive was tailed off last of the five finishers 
wrten Southampton won at Ascot (2m 3t llOydsl m Apnl Out a tar better than that makes 
out. He s not that lag. wtvert is presumably why he runs here with his lower ivagm in 
m e te en c e to the opener, ewwilhough he needs Iwo and a half mdes ihese days- He nos 
never gomg that we* with the pace day County set at Kemptan last time but with no ob- 
vious from- nmner here he should be able io keep handy and has a lum of foci thal must 
make turn a danger. Lend Dorset was a progressive ycxmg horse over fences last lerm 
and had ran? good ploom^ in adefcdon io ms four *«ns. He looks set lor another giod sea- 
son. >et may find the concession of so much weigh I to Sou mammon jusi loo much on 
hs firs outing m seven months. 

Seteetton: SOUTHAMPTON 


MURPHY’S IN A BOTTLE* HURDLE (CLASS B) 
£4000 added 4YD 2m 110yds Penalty Value 
£5y472 


C4 


1 213G3R wwMWCBTOiwigsHasvsParrwW.MPirelia A p McCoy B 

2 5C03-25 SAAMMD 031 (Oj lUagsm Ccnsncscn La? fiss L 5ddM 11 3 -AMaette 

3 2211 -24 MBHJ0U4M) (141 ID} (8f) d D ttioni fiK H kjvgff U 0 JOrtomc 

i 243121 JUST IflllE OT fD) iScaraBOTanei- A Often (fin 10 12 — — _CF9«m 

-4 declared - 

BETTING: 4-6 Juflimie. 2-lDanM, 9-2 WakLao4ad, 25-1 SananU. 

1995: ’.%si 5 11 2 J Pobyr* 2-2 ;C Egeram 4ran 

FORM GUIDE 

lush charnenger JUST UTILE comes here vntn a very easy wn at Facrynouse behind her 
jra haso good chance rt topping her three Birbsh mais The best vra> rogiup her aw- 
ay is mar me was a Sow mad m die GjMcp. Hunie in the cummer, a r«* beranc Space 
T rocker v.ho was a tv 1 , unlucky agamst Dreams End at Wmcanton on SaiurdCf. Fourth at 
Wme.mon « Miriinguttr. enk a neck Behind thtro-plKed DanJIng at Amlree m March 
ru-.ing earlier nad b> tar me onttor of tr* argument in the Tnumjjh. Danpng -.vas sott af- 
ter mat and has shown impnr.ed fOm on the Rat. with two narrow defeats m staying 
fiondjcaps He * cut to make amends lor ducking out eany on a Newbur, on Wednes- 
day and Jtisl LrttJe will fmd rtm a tough opponent to overwrne. Free Handicap Hurdle ron- 
ne»-up Mlm-Lou-And fiercrg nownere -jnni picking up ground loie on minen fixjrrn 
behind □ Don a: WePrerby last time. He shouio * better sum by me sbtfer tea of sia 
mrra this ccjne orovides but aril needs ro rmprow to trouble the two ctasswr horses. 
Solectloa: JUST UTTLE 


3^5 


STEEL PLATE AND SECTIONS NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS B) £10000 added 3m if Penalty Value 
£6^40 


C4 


1 iHF. FACIDR TIN (34) ■■^nsioer Crxs Lr--'i*:i t.'«s rl >v»flr 3 11 8 Altapte 

2 622-112 STOtMTOWaOER 03) 'Tun OakJ C 7 11 ^ MndHrtt 

3 U50-1! THE UST FUNG (MUD) ftkfter Jao-so 1 3b.Uoack' Ur- S Smm 6 11 5 


4 C ~ MHQfl KEV |13] -R M Oti' J Jaw nsoll D GBndey 

BBTMfe 4-9 Tbe Last Ffeg, 3-1 Factor Ten. 5-1 SBmMractar, 20-1 Unr Key. 

1395: mj corespcta'ii; race 

FORM GUIDE 

THE LAST FUNG shcuW crfervi tvs unbeaten run over fenced ro three. Fne wins from 
aght starts mw hurdles last season showed what a decent ww he was and he promis- 
es to be even better as a craiser. He made the moist of a loose horse nampermg the run- 
ner-up to bast subsequent easy v.-mner Mr Conductor over a shin or trip at Bangor on ms 
chaung debar and then impress^ wuh the way he reeled m a smaB but select field over 
a more adequate distance at Wetherby. hb jumping could not be la tiled ana there * 
better to come Factor Ton. trtou^i technically sbB a nonce, has plenty of omenence 
and provides meaningful opposition. The tight-year-old has nm been overstretched and 
bounced track after getting it afl wrong Behind Big Ben IXin i’ kj.irrpton 10 win a hanefi 
cop 0! EUngor. He certain fj «fl not be a pushover. Sloiditi acker may haw come up 
agHnst a detxru son <n w farmer pomt-tci-pomrer Harakham at wmcanton and should 
at least keep Minor Hoy Out of third 
Setoctton: THE LAST FUNG 


4J05 


EUROBALE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP [ p/I I 
HURDLE (CLASS E) SAJOOO added 2m 5f Penat- I 
ty Value £2327 

1 2?*>4b STAUNCH RMUIUSA] flS) (BfiJW- Ap.m GlfisnerR 11 W Clare thomer (55 

; 315LS5 SraRETWllET0ajiSi4i?3^(SWJCs5kesilMi Jtflw,6L0lL. 

- — JiftroH 

3 S1105o TBOBDEIPBESS (?) DCElMi B R r.Whan ij 106 D Sitter B 

A 32134? RAKSDStS(14) IQffi Udm Du^pni N TifSOkOwes IMS DWaWlB 

- 4 dactared - 

BETIWfc 54 RaoMdaos. 2-1 Standi DM. 114 Wtttd Exprea. 7-1 Sttnay Vafcy 

--19SS: GB^cr Jir 4 10 7 r.i CWcn 13 8 <P Natprf c an 

j FORM GLIDE 

f *3 an out-of-Tam chaser Staunch Rival has ne eas 1 , tafl< concadmg s-j much wflif to 
fr np M-rafcq rainflers and RAMSDENS has a i-'ood opportumlv to pul a modcraro ron at Bon- 
Wmd htfaRamsdrims impiored when B^ttinB a longrr mo 1*1*0301. beaongChco- 
(«ne two sronei aver two end a naif rules here m Apnl. and had a fair comotock 
MyttttisChCHCCCrt« irtoatCrcTKWn He wlitre happier tmh today's wa^u. 
mtfi the cm stone att a haft he sfiouttered at Bares* Gtoney Vafloy s 
id tntt ha way back otter winning brave *v at Stratford more than 14 months 
Sim allowing fa the tad that the handeapper has dropped him. he could rat be a 
j fancy on the evidence of fis ftco runs me season. Soft, oral tea® ground with 
of cut. has been a prerequisite tar world £qmu wmrang. Flat and hurdlmg, y« 
ne was always strut^irtgin the mud oerand Mouw Bvd at Newton Abbot nine days 
Ha rw hn written off after mst one moderate nm. of caura. buinathercan 
recommended on ground tlw fast, howe>/er wofl f» tragv be weighed. 
RAMSDENS 



Dettori inflicts an 
£8m profit dent 


Racing 


GREG WOOD 

The publication of Ladbrokes' 
three-month trading figures is 
rarely a cause for celebration 
among the punting fraternity, 
but for those on what is gener- 
aly the less profitable side of the 
belting window, yesterday pro- 
vided a glorious exception. 

The latest accounts from 
Britain's biggest bookmaker 
contain a large hole. It is about 
five and a half feet tall, weighs 
in at 8 sL 41b and is valued at £8 
million, and it should bring a 
warm glow to the heart even if 
you fielded against Lanfranco 
Dettori in every one of the sev- 
en races at Ascot's Festival 
meeting in September. 

This£ 8 m figure is the boa in- 
dication so far of Just how 
much money changed hands 
when the nation's favourite 
jockey went through the card at 
one of the season's most valu- 
able meetings, and implies that 
an earlier estimate of an 
industry-wide loss of £30m is as 
close to the true figure as we are 
likely to gcL As a resulL prof- 
its at the Ladbroke group's 
betting division showed a slight 
drop compared to 1995. though 
recent introduction of betting 
on Irish Lottery numbers has 
proved popular' with punters. 

Racing turnover, however, re- 
mains depressed due to the 
impact of the domestic Lottery, 
which is disturbing news since 
it b only bets placed on the hors- 
es which generate the payments 
to the Levy which keep the en- 
tire carousel moving 

Nor will cards like this after- 
noon's at Cheltenham do much 


to tempt backers into the shops. 
An overnight entry of 101 was 
reduced to just 29 runners yes- 
terday, which is amply not wor- 
thy or jump racing's finest track, 
even allowing for the fact that 
the going is good to firm. 

The attempt by the Chel- 
tenham executive to take ad- 
vantage of the arrival of Sunday 
raring by extending their first bjg 
meeting from two days into a 
thrcc-day “ Festival" was typi- 
cally adventurous, but the firsL 
afternoon 12 months ago was 
equally uncompetitive. With 
top-class raring throughout the 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Southampton 
(Cheltenham 2225] 

NB: The Last Fling 
(Cheltenham 335) 

country each weekend at pre- 
sent. a basic shortage of good 
horses is a problem which even 
they may struggle to overcome. 

lL is particularly tm fortunate 
that the two events which have 
attracted the hint of a re- 
spectable muster arc the ones 
not being televised live, while 
the remaining contests do not 
even boast the traditional ad- 
vantage of small fields - name- 
ly an obvious winner or two. 

The handicap hurdle which 
closes the card is a perfect 
demonstration of the problems 
facing punters, in that there ore 
excellent reasons, from a poor 
recent run to a complete and 
prolonged loss of form, to op- 
pose all four of the runners. 

Much the same is true of 
what is arguably the most in- 
teresting race of the day. the 


Murphy's Hurdle, in which 
Aidan O'Brien's small but in- 
form filiy Just Little mil prob- 
ably start favourite against 
Danjing, a leading juvenile hur- 
dler for Simon Sherwood last 
season, but now with Martin 
Pipe. 

Danjing is raring for the sec- 
ond time in three days, which 
is not unusual for a resident of 
Pipe's yard but in his case owes 
more to his refusal to contem- 
plate a second circuit when 
fancied for the valuable race at 
Newbury on Wednesday. The 
blinkers he wore on the Flat are 
back on this afternoon, but 
while at his best he would win 
today’s race, after such a display 
it is impossible to support or op- 
pose Kira with any confidence. 

A far more solid bet is 
SOUTHAMPTON (nap 2.25), 
whose second place behind 
Callisoe Bay in a good time two 
weeks ago gives him the edge 
over Lord DorceL The amount 
of work which has been put In 
on the gallops may be crucial in 
the preceding novice hurdle, in 
which multiple winner Coubar- 
il faces Hunting Lore (next 
best 1 .50), who is unraced since 
last season, but here it may pay 
to side with the lightly raced 
debutant rather than an oppo- 
nent whose scope for further im- 
provement is distinctly limited. 

The novice chase is yet an- 
other contest which appears to 
boil down to two runners, and 
while The Last Fling has done 
tittle wrong in two races and de- 
serves to start as favourite, 
Henrietta Knight’s Factor Ten 
(3.35) showed enough at 
San down last month to suggest 
he can run him very dose. 



Top Irish rider Charlie Swan is In action at Cheltenham today Photograph: Sporting Life 

Osborne’s 


CHELTENHAM 
2L25; Lord Dorcet makes his sea- 
sonal debut but is reported to be 
well forward. Alistair Charlton’s 
gelding, who won four of his sev- 
en completed starts last season, 
makes the long journey from the 
' North East and is the chief threat 
to SOUTHAMPTON. Tony Mc- 
Coy's mount performed well when 
runner-up to Callisoe Bay two 
weeks ago and the favoured visor 
is now back on this course winner. 
Toby Balding's stable is in top 
form. 

□□□ 

3.00: Danjing blotted his copy- 
book by running off the track at 
Newbury on Wednesday but makes 
< a quick reappearance here. That 
display of temperament could have 
1 been a one-off, but a risk remains 
that he will not recapture his good 
juvenile form, epitomised by a sev- 
en-length third to Zabadi in Lhe 
Glenlivet Handle at Ain tree, [f 
the Martin Pipe-trained runner 
misbeh aves agam. Irish raider JUST 
LITTLE is the one who will sure- 
ly take advantage. 

□GO 

335: FACTOR TEN, a strapping 
eighi-year-okl, jumped well when 
recording a decent performance to 


IHYPERION’S 



to beat All's Alibi at Bangor last 
time. He is a tentative selection, 1 
however, because Sue Smith, whose j 
Yorkshire yard is in such rankling 
form, would not be sending The ; 
Last Fling south without a consid- i 
erabte degree of confidence. Stonn- 
traefcer is another who cannoi be 
ruled ouL 
□□□ 

A05: First-time blinkers can do the 
trick for the course winner RAMS- 1 
DENS here. The blinds are applied 
after (his four-year-old dropped 
away tamely before being pulled up j 
at Ikutgor last Lime. Earlier, how- ■ 
ever, he shaped encouragingly be- i 
hind Myt ton's Choice at Chepstow j 
and faces three out-of-form oppo- 
nents. including World Express. 
Perhaps, though. Rod Mflliuan’s six- 1 
year-old can show improve men I af- 
ter his firs run of the season nine 
days ago. 


Cup luck 

Easthorpe will now be ridden by 
Jamie Osborne in tomorrow's 
Murphy's Gold Cup at Chel- 
tenham. Jason Titiey, the eight- 
year-old’s regular rider, was 
detained in hospital yesterday 
with a suspected bruised kidney 
following an accident on the 
home gallops. 

“Jason is still in hospital, he 
is on a drip and still passing 
some blood, so I don't think he 
will be riding for a while.” lhe 
gelding's trainer. Henrietta 
KnighC said. “ Easthorpe Ls very 
welf and Jamie Osborne will 
ride,” she added. 

Mick Fitzgerald still hopes to 
ride the well-hacked Big Matt 
in lhe Murphy’s despite hurting 
an arm in a fall at Newbury on 
Wednesday. "My arm is not too 
bad, a bit black looking and I 
feel a bit sore,” Fitzgerald said. 
"But IU be right for” Saturday.” 


AYR 

HYPERION 

1225 Endowment 12J>5 Highland Park L30 Ju- 
dtaous Norman 2J>5 Sparky Gayle 2AQ Lochna- 
grafci 3.15 Random Harvest 3^45 Trap Dancer 


BEJIMB: 54 EndOMMHt. 2-1 Oanttnare, 5-1 LanyowttBOM, 124. Fft* 
da Crecnn, 1S-1 Ferey Prerat 29-1 BrereMe, 2S-1 attitn 


BBIING: 54 GttT Lad, HI CUM Matt, 4-1 tarty General 7-1 Ariettas 
Korean, JM MOm. 124 Mm Owrt. IB-1 Mm 


3-15 


1255 


MOSSBLOWN CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS' 
SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (GLASS G) 


2.05 


GOING: linuiL 

■ Left-hand (StUnpinK course; run-m LMtiyiH. Raroroora. 1 u. ear* 
or town on A7SS Ayr i-iaUon i service from Glasgow | Im. AD- 
MISSION: dull S 12; GromklaiuJST fOAPs i<l). CAR PAUL Fiw. 


SIS 

RACING 




BLINKERED FTKST TIME; Endownut 1 12.25), Grandfaun: 
l l'i_15|, GrtuneU insored. 12.L&1. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE EUNNEKS: We're la The Mont ( J 22,V.) A Pen- 
iaaConrti l,:Wl have LeulMUt 281 imlevby Mk»J Bmcer Tnim WnrJ- 
aJiurpi- by BHv«r. UncntraliirT. 


£2£00 added 2m 4f 

4*58-15 LGVMM (36) (D) R Man 9 1110 S Hainan (3) V 

400053 Tfiil hCASURE (40| ID) DSMileriuis 10 U9_.fi 0441 B 

11264-3 H»U»MMI19HD){PF)ROaapl0116 

C HcCBanck (B 

464333 LUM LEADBI pO) C ftakw B1I D Prior B 

304253 TROTS MEW HB6) M Hanrond 5 11 0 RBanx(5j 

5664F-0 SfiHMF DANCER (151 ttsAHa^wxi 1110 JSqvitt 

00l> SMfC RIVER (310) G ffidenfe 5 10 9 M Duma [3] 

PPSV4 CHUMMY'S SABA (7) (D) L Lung) 6 16 7 I JodkH (7) 

43F45-F C&OE BOY (7) warn? 9 10 6 R McGrath 


GLENGOTNE HIGHLAND MALT NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5400 added 2m 

643212 CASILEJH7HU.(20)(D) IFegiSDrllBl 7116- LWycr 


10 505(05 KDE M THE HONEY (48a)M»j Berner 12100- 


iCFnitftt 


12.25 


GALLOWAY HRJLS MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DIV I) £2,500 added 2m 


11 2000CP NAtYIMOOKEY (235) Ltartn bxSwtr 6 10 0 GLne 

-Udadreid- 

Afinlmim 10s. Tiue nsutSap mel&it: NaMnaaler 9st 9 l 
BETTBK: 114 Shane Htar, 7-3 Latta Leoiter, 51 tauten, 51 Roys Oman. 
7-1 Tri Moranre, Chunks S^a. 10-1 athan 


3 

TJVPOf- BOLD BOSS (587) GMacre 7 lift _ 

NBhTO 










6 


„T Rawd 




10 UDROfO- PAHT YOUR UM0OH (212) NOmtMbm 6 11 09 J Hoftatl 
U 035203 SMGMG SAXO (22BJ P Mortettl G 11 0.. . —A Potato 

12 1/13254- SPARKY MY1EB11) CHe 6 110 .9 Storey 

13 

14 

02P102 UK HYGBE (207} H ttomanf 6 11 0 

640-314 BOUUEYenLQ&imFMuiajpiTlOS.— 

EfiMittty 

Jt Staple 


.A Joinsco 
Jt Dublin 


JOAN MACK AY NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5400 added 2m 4f 

1 00150-P JYHJAH JOWNY (Ml J J (TNed 7 11 10 JtDiqra 

2 5J42G2 RANDOM HARVEST (13) AAs U Iteueley 7 11 3 PNhea 

3 350-123 EUJE CHAM (6) Mra S Bntune 6 11 3 RGaittn 

4 W MONNAIE RJRIE (S95) J Adam 6 11 0 J 

5 412334 REVE DE VALSE (19) R Jcrtnson9 10 9— 

6 64U634- BB1S HLU10 (384) JB»±i» 9107- 

7 WUH SHOW VOW HAND (7) (0) (BFUlrigO 8 10 J 

6 0555-P4 DIAMOND SPRHE (22) R SmyOi Ikli 9 10 3 

Garanl Mratta (7) 

9 000333 KUUlA(7)MraS5lT»:6100 RWftteoo(7) 

16 00054P SEE YOU ALWAYS (19) M Bames 6 10 0 B Storey 

- ID dadarsd - 

Mroiun ldst 7iue /landeapireeto: WuSa 9a Oft. 5ee You Always 

Ha 1 1 * 

BETTING: 2-1 Random Hawri, 4-1 Bbie Cbam, 5-1 JjwYam Jotanqr, 6-1 
Stare Yonr Hand, 8-1 Rove do Vabe. Hamoad Sprite, 15-1 otharc 


1 

OOP34/P 

BCWCUFF£ (258) Mr} A (4aug}*ji 5 11 5 — 

JSratte 

2 

3 

637 

QDOWIEKT (IS) ktoi M Reveley 4 11 5 

AS DC CRES80N (5B5) J Aden E 11 5 

PNheaB 

- J i»™ 


O 

0-3 

P06«4» 

GULANT MAJOR (203) M Bans, 4 115 

1 Burtiie 

6 











(W- 

0 



10 

Ho: 0 IMnten f7) 

SMART H SOCKS (50) Utt Umda V R»el 5 11 5-~__. 

11 

005- 

BEL'S PRDE (23SI P Mnetenri 5 11 0, 

- 11 dedared - 

A Potato 


051 


GALIDMRYHLLS MADB4 HURDLE (CLASS 
E) (DIV B) £2£00 added 2m 

(MRA KMGHT (22) R SrtMti (Ml 7 115 — Genrt Hriki (7) 

0OLF LAND (15) L lirtgj 4 11 5 UDWyre 

— law* 


M»4F 
030-23 

0- JAHtQW (3639 Mn A Nau0Kvl 5 11 5 
004406- iNJNir GENHUU. (223) C Pamr 5U5 
60- 
205U-30 


-14 declared - 

BERING: 74 CH*ropl, 5-1 Jack Doyte, 6-1 Bold Boss, 7-1 Devilry, 8- 
lSpaky Gayle. 16-1 lAttyttentlB-loOia re 


FIVEWRVS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5000 added 3m 110yds 
QUOO10- FALAGEBnENMCt96)AWNtoBi 12Q_^Otta0ten(5) 

1F2-3P1 LOCHNAGflMN (B) Nh M Revflley 8 11 2 (5a0 PJBwn 

mODP- MG DEFER (354) (D) R Alan 9 10 7 JIIMMD 

3510-23 PHAHARE(7) {D)(BF) ft Wdodhouse 6 10 0 IWjer 


a45 


JUDK50US MORHAN (232) i Allan 5 11 5— 
MUJNS m D Moltatt 5 11 5. 


— J Briton 
.DJI 


SUNNY LEIIH P ItaMh 5 11 5— .GCaM(3) 

0- AKIDRACWG(2423l*«nJotjMW5110_ — —PNhai 
2/55534- CURE HAD (ZiG)G Retards 7 110 ADottta 


LAGG ‘NATIONAL HUN T NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3000 added 3m 110yds 

5- AUUOOK (409 A Wtatens 5 16 12 k 


130- BOUI FOUNDW (353) G Moore 5 10 12 N Sunday 

2- CRASHBAL100 (174) P Oieffitrougfi 5 1012_ ,_Jt Simple 
0F6 EIMCAL NOTE 113) Mra 5 SnOTi 5 10 12 


R WBtinsofl 17) 

.wur JHmsiUM{5B8) nolle** 16 12 AHodN 

04 PHARECH0(203)LUine>51612 _ M Foster 


P5NVP0- MABCHWOOO (335) NOarDertao 3160- 


1 M HUSO (78) (BF) P rtntam 8 10 a . 


10 046GU5 FSiAN COUHI (15) Mn$J Bomv5110- 
-16 1 


ASSMtk 


JMreC Kflterie (7) 

.envkvcs) 

HP5P66- HAJ0raiYHAK)R(172)POieestinugn7100 — GCnW(3) 
-7*Kttrad- 

MWrwn magK 1 Ost Tme hentMev m&ttx Pfarare 9a Sti Aliicfwooa Sfer 

7b taaa 9sr 5b. M4TO TOv 8a Ste. 

BETTHB: 64 Lodoafiittn, 54 FataceOH Ktafr 92 Plan. 5-1 Huso, 
151 Mg Dow. 20-1 Majority Major, 25-1 Abnireoad 


5 

6 

7 J&QFO- POCWE GAODIE (360 W Stney 6 10 12 M Mokway 

8 SNMR7 H SAW Mss tuomb V Rusel 6 10 12 A Tbonrtoa 

9 0264’-tS2 TRAP DANCER (13) PAkreeXti 8 10 12 — A DottAn 

10 00 WRIC MNMABE (3Q) IM [> TtnrBon 6 1012 TRaad 

IX 6POOFO ACADOWLECK (7) W Young 7 1ft 7 fl Storey 

12 2425 PROHI AW) LOSS (13) F Miittey 5 10 7 H Dwyer 

-12d»cHrad- 

BEnWb 94 BnU FMrittn. 5-1 CRsHittkw. Pnflt And Imb, 7-1 Plw 
EdB, S-l JfcBnstavm, Tnav> Danoor, 14-1 otbara 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

12J05 Dancing Lawyar 1235 Another Batchworth 
105 Rsatherstone Lane LAO Rebuke 2J5 Deeply 
Vale 2£0 Broughtons Error 3-25 Lavender Del- 
la &55 Stalled 


T"tt7T] CUTTWG EDGE SELLMG STAKES (CLASS 
±LirJ G) £3000 added 2YD 7f (AW) 

060350 BATI1E GROUND H) N CatagfBn 8 U R Mota (7) 1 B 

0 RANOORASUmD(U4JWraiM«n9U i.Ohmoch5 

004560 RQUKEpG) R Joman Hoq^iton 9 11 S3<nfcn4S 

-A Wbdfaw (3) 7 B 


642 5UBWUrOUVERCU)GlM811_ 


GOING; Suinriant 

STALLS: ."ir. Im - i<ULsii|i': ml - insldf. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low I'd in .sprvnn. 

■ EqusrorV Kurfwe. Icfl-lunrt. ifiarp unduiaiinc rnur>c. 

■ Cnortw is .-iiuJwsm uf tuwn nn BJI3R. UmsOdiJ rajlwaj a a- 
LHin i*wnv<l fw luindiin, Mrural .ulwln. 1 * e.inn»e ADMISSION: 
Members SM. Fondly Enel cairr S'* C.\K PAUL iTuli S:l; rc- 
nulmlcr fnv 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

- 8 doctored - 

BEnWG: 94 SBfftly Otoer, 3-1 WotonHa Bay- 4-1 RBtodM. 9-2 Bttlto 
Ground, 7-lEkatodnl ParttsL IM SMtoBa TWnkto, 14-1 otere 


0440 tHOBMUE DOT (29) RHaron 8 U, DmOltoHB 

322205 BWEJBNI PARnS (123) W TumerSA. TS*n*«2V 

HEAUBCTHAWAUneSB Cady Haiti 3 

0 SAKIEUAIWHUE (13) D M*n$8 8 SbvhenOnicsB 


SIS 


RACING 

CHANNEL 


BLINKERED FTKST TIME: Book- Ground i I.4UI, EkmtainJ 
Psurilid [vbun.il. I. III). ,\^wn (2. 1 "-I. Radi Tbr Barney Innn). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: Nmu? 

LONG DLST.VNCE RUNNERS: Samw-y Uope i U! -)"■> Ins 
torn Mill 27ii miles Iff ' " Kalrhum fr».-m MhMk-Uun. NunJi Yr-rt- 
-Jimr. Doable Espresso 1 2. "it] m.tii 270 rmk- by M JuhnMon Cram 
Mrtrfc'lnm, Knli YreiMure. Gl La IBch i IJITIA SUuidawn i2 111 
.sent _i,H nuKr. I? .1 fL-nj fn-m '"ii-lrrlunu Ltmca-JUr-.'. 


9 4 el SHOWPORCECLAMNG STAKES (CLASS 
=EJ F) (DIV II) £2050 added Tf (AW) 

1 006020 SHARP N SMART (13) (CD) 8 Smot 4 9 6 M Talltadt 11 

2 024300 XENOPHON OF CIIHAXA (87) (Of M FettenEn-Gadtey 3 9 5.. 

DttantaoaB 

3 040400 BAHOSSA VALLEY (4G2) P BuSer S 9 2.. 

00000b JOVE IWG |140) K VkAdlte 4 9 2 

■150020 SDUBK»««2);Ben> 3 813..- 


-RHcewtav 

G Carter 1 


344101 DEH*LY VALE (25) ID) G L Mom 5 9 11 SWNMMtlS 

100066 AGWA (IB) (CO) R OTiuftiOT r 8 10 OB^gSlOB 

33000 RAGAZZO (4) |CQ) J Vlartxtffi 6 8 10. LOnreech7B 


1 o f\c| SHOWFORCE CLAIMING STAKES 
AA,W, I (CLASS F) (DIV I) £2050 added 7f (AW) 


5 

6 

8 

9 030000 SAM50UM[57]!CD)P*UngS810 J«dra9 

10 OOOO-OO SAWT AHGO (29) (CO) RVihtMr 4 8 4 F Norton 8 V 

U AUQA LEA a Moore 4 8 3 Dane OTMI 4 

12 052000 WTODffilttU 38 1 SSandas3 

-Udectared- 

BEnWG: 3-1 Standown. 9-2 Xmopboo nf Conm, 5-1 Deeply Yale, G-l 
Slap 7i Snart. 8-1 Bwnraa VNtoy- tovto Hog. 10-1 A^o, 14-1 otton 


1 000004 LENNOX IEWIS OS A Jovn 4 9 6 C Career (7) 7 

2 006366 ARCUS (79) IV 4*1? 293 DaneOTleSlO 

3 350000 DANQNO LAWYER (41) (CQ B Ltjefjr 59 2_ M TetoMS 9 

4 123400 NDfrS DEED 09| (Dl CY/3C 391 Sandora 3 

5 063CDO SUP M (Q (U -) H-imon 3 91 -BHu0iesl2 

6 0G02OJ B0UJSIHEEr(131WflABJbn690 4>HH0«6 

7 010060 SOAKHGttBUCW P9ur3jyn?6 90 D R McCabe 8 

a onioo APOim RED (18) (CO) A Mosers 10 CwdyMoiKi 

9 OOOOOO VNSDCIEGE)H>I22) )9w€rtan AB10 ^ Drome 2 

10 9)0420 JAREER 00 (18) 3 Paling 4 B 7 TSpn*e B 

U (00420 REBAl FANFARE 07) Mra L Stum 4 3 7 _S WMMMto 1 B 
U 066000 JUS1WUNUS (62) |D) I J ti 6 RM**l(7)U 

- 12 doctored- 

BETTING: 3-1 TO J>b 4-1 Lennox Into, 6-1 BnU Street 8-1 tatetng 
Lawyer, Jane Do. ApoBo Red. 10-1 few. 12-1 otham 


9 cm MALAYA GATW1CK NURSERY HANDICAP 
^r j (CLASS E) £4*200 added 2Y01m(AW) 


10)013 AAJSat KACHE (7) A UcAukfte 9 7 RHqdws9 

233311 DAHS ROCK (40) (V Mur 9 1 — — ODHeONeH5 

000 CHEVALROCOS R H^roonS LI RPoatareT 

504001 BROUGHlOiaS BtROR (20) WJ Musson S ID IQuknS 

5400 NOBLE ICBO (381 J Svenan 8 7 S Dram 9 

02412 DOUBLE ESPRESSO (16) ID) (BF) M JcOrESn 6 6- 


_H Roberts 3 


420136 DBSH FICTION (23) 0 CcGgne 8 8 G Carter 2 

0005 Mara»rasaiJB(12)(BF)NCtt4{JBn6 5-. 


(7)1 

4 


[X2-35( 


CONFERENCE STAGING HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) (DIV I) £3700 added 5f (AW) 

550011 RAHSEY HOPE (8) (CD) C c onuS 3 10 2 (Tcu 

FLyecb(3)2 V 

155062 FRENOLY BRAVE QO) (CO| tan Coy KdTnay 6 10 Q 

SSandereS 


OCOOM SBX COTTAGE (27) ID) R UhtAcr 4 9 12 

Dera McHereni 4 V 

224160 SCSSOR RDGE (18) (C) (D) J 99_RHtten(7}l 

021122 ANOTHER BATCHWORIH 18) (D1 (BF) £ IWffiler 49 7 

M Roberts 6 B 

230405 KALAR (8) (C»D (Jjcr-jn795 ACdhans 5 B 

OXHS6 UOC (8) (0) C 6*\tr 4 8 13 — NCOH Coffl (7) 8 

05000G BASWU. BRAVE (8) (D( 6 Sou^i 588 S Pattern 10 

266050 HY5IERY MATTMAS (8) Uss B 5-nan 3 8 6. 


9 215605 AZIEC TRAVELLER C9Z) 6 L Moore 8 0 

-9dedsred- 

BETIMG: 52 Bndttn Error. 4-1 Kaiser Kacbe, 92 Dteto Radi. 9-1 
Double Esfuanso. 8-1 Motcontoi Ctob, XO-1 CbfKl Roc 12-1 Otfeare 


9 El SOUTHRIVER TOOLS & FIXINGS MEDIAN 
AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,450 added 3YO Im 2f (AW) 

0000 DJCAT(HjWMt*9 0 DteH07taB9 

Q GO TOO MOOR (387) G Ekavar, 1 9 0 D R McCabe B 

HAD A1£X M Kayns 9 0 -SSa«)«3 

CO 5TRHDHC (4) 4 Boaey 9 0 DWrifM4 

005 KUAPfEffD (151] J RrtgiS 9 RIMkn(7)8 

DURH mANE G Ef»(pt89 NU»7 


Jo ttmam (7) 9 V 9 


KBNCOHPAMON T J NatgiunfiS JDSrith(3)5 

60-2020 LAVENDER DQ1A C7Z) M r«rtt«Il*vGaJpy H 9 

— D Hoknd 1 

IIMnZ 


19 005400 TACHYCARDIA (51) {Of P (T5J-«3f- 4 7 12 . 

-lOdedsbd- 

BanNC: 5-2 Another Bs(t> worth. 7-2 Ranway Hope 6-1 Sebsar RMtth 
7-1 PftoBttjr Braw, 8-1 SHi OMtage. Use 10-1 Kator, Batedul Bram, 12- 
IflOteis 


1.05 


CONFERENCE STAGING HANDICAP 
(CLASS q (DIV A) £3JD0 added 5f (AW) 

(UTB40 SHARP PEARL l*» WJWWi 3 100 8Hqd*»9 

60P55Q WAS (43) (C) L Uontjgje Iti 3 9 10 DMeOTteDfl 

06430ft DBICASI (7) (CD) J L Ere 39 7 Jl LSRpla 10 

O506C3 mOHBBTONE IANE (8) (D) Ite L Soifl 5 9 7 

DRMcCtewSV 


9 300154 CHSKY CHAPPY (B) (CD) QGrjprw 5 3 5... 

6 J 20443 NAPERSTuls) (D) UisN ll. 


00 PS&UASKM(22)LndHunangJon69«.. 

- 9 dactored- 

BETTBIG: 11-10 Uncoder DeSa. 3-1 Penaarioa, 7-1 Keen Canptetew, 
8-1 Stretddng 12-1 AM Ato*. Pttdl Djoot, 14*1 atfKis 

l O eel SCENA HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^00 
added lm 4f (AW) 

1 300000 DOmVSt(IM) SDtw4 IDO J)sn0rNeB4E 

2 62-0601 HXMaACKdanWGBlttfftASli,. R Hlften (7)6 

3 0(0542 STAU£D til) (CD) PWdtoyn 69 13 £Sndn7 

4 655041 HOOmmiSUaiQUraAPEnm3911 -JQOtaZ 

5 253330 SAVER HUIITHT PJJ G &a«7 5 9 1 .DR McCabe 8 

6 4WHXS 0URH«iMAN(»RY»tt«695 Jtft*es5 

7 CtEOK' BOCK THE HAIWEY [231 (D) (BF) P B&3WV 7 39 

-P McCabe (3) IV 


_ACufa»4B 


a (60043 nn»( 


)R 

-8 


484 F Lynch (3) 3 


jCTeapte{3)3V 


505301 MSIERRMOQtpQICD) E Wvder4 8 13 f7eu.... 


600560 MDMGHT COOKE (B) B 3 9 5 

162500 Q LA HKH (8| (CO) J deny 3 8 8. 


OTC5 LAWSB4WA 111) Uss J Ctse 38 5 S Drone 2 

- 10 de clare) - 

eOTOKl: S-2 USster Batter, 4-1 Fcoffimtonc loan, 9-2 Ctjeeky dap- 
pjr, 5-1 Sheap Peart, Kapler Star. 10-1 HhtaigK CooUe, 12-1 oOmk 


BEnHfB: 9-4 StoBed, M Hoofaitois, 4-1 Bro Back, 6-1 Roc* Hie Baa- 
■aqr, IM Tanfyar, 10- 1 Dodtoer. 14*1 Ow Meta Han, 2D-1 athm 

■ R«1ik\' Brad, diief occuuve of (ht Lc\y Board, is 10 con- 
sider arguroems pm forwatd by rielegaies of lhe Naiional As- 
sodatkm for the Praicctkm of Pinners for financial support 
for [be cstablishflKal of a natiinal consumer twdy io proicd 
ponten' interests, it was repotted last nighL 


RACING RESULTS 


TOWCESTER 

1-20: L WBULY STAR iRtcrtan) Guesa) 4- 
1: 2. THaa nthi 11-4:3. CnMaTali 6-5 fan. 
10 ran. 6. 1- (Mrs S SmKfi, Sln^ey). Tata: 
£5.10: £1^0. £1.60, £110. OF: £16.01 
CSF; £17.85. Tna £6.70. Wt Tonal. No J 
Toma/ was wbts&awn not under outers. Ato 
mortal formed. Rule 4 does not apply. 

180: 1 BALLYEA BOV (A Magmrei 31 
2. Anfcmney CMef 5-1: 3. CCltte Slwer 7- 
4 fav. 5 ran. Nt.4. iD rachotoa Temple Gui- 
Lnai. Tote: £3.50: £1.80. £3.00. OF: 
£12.60. CSF) £16.46. After a atewards' in- 
Quay. the pladngs remained unatered. 

2^th 1 RANGtTMEI (B Dreiwody) 13-8 
taiC Z Mr Rappletan 51 3. WBneprto-BoE- 
erac 53. 7 ran. 6. 3Y- 1C Mann. Lamboumj. 
Tata: £3.70: £3.00. £3.10. DP: £6.60. CSF: 
£1101 Tncaa £19.62. NR: Red UfihL 
280:1 SECOND CALL (RCtanwoody) 15- 
B ja taic 2. Kny To Moyaate 8-13. TIMa- 
Ing Twice 15-8 >t tav. 0 ran. 14. 13. iCopt 
T Fdaster. Dowmonl. Tote: £3.00: £130. 
£3.10. DF: £7^0. CSF: £1583. 

3JO: 1 POTIEFTS SALE (A Magurei 4- 
6 fav. 2. Martoaskm 9-1 3. latijr Share 
m lfrl 11 ran. 5. IV.-. ID WcrtOKon. Temple 
Gunnel. Tale: £1.60; £1.10. £3.40. £480. 
DF: £7.50. CSF: £9.55. Tro: £50.90. NR: 
Royal Rider. 

3J50:l EUPHONIC UOstnmel 11-4 tav: 
2. Stow Standard 31 3. Fortunes Coua% 
3-1 9 ran. 3. Z 0 Baking. KffifSOerei Tom: 
£380: £3.0a £1.60. £130. Vh £6.4a CSF: 
£1353. Tncaa; £36.00. Tno: £8.10. 
Jackpot £4.765.10. Qaadpot: £730. Pta- 
cepot £26.40. 

Place 6: £18.60. Ptoca 5: £15.71 

TAUNTON 

100:1 NOVA RUN (Mr CVi^wsi 4-1 Z 
Severn Gate l7-Z3.Zto8Rarl3Sta-.il 
ran. 6. 14. flu H enderson. LamOourril. Tote: 
£580: £190. £3.30. £1.10. OF: £18.40. 
CSF: E3A.68. Tncasc £7806. Tno: £17.40. 

LSD: 1 CHICKASDOV iR Johnson! 5-2. 
2. Aetmead Rantiler 4-1 3. Lord PHtro- 
£en 7-1 s ran. 6-4 tav Nordic Valey ifefli. 
23. 15. (G Ettoards. Mneheatfl. Ttatoe OJXt 
£110. £3.50. DF: £3^0. CSF: £U J5. 

100: 1 LITTLE HOOUGAN (R Johnson) 
6-1: 2. BUmsal linage 8-1: 3. MntainU 4- 

1. IO ran. 11-4 tav mua i unseared ratal. 

2. tG Eawrcts. Mraeheaaft. Tote: £4.50: 
£1.60. £2.60. £2D0. DF: £17.90. CSF: 
£47.37. Tneast £194.65. Tro: £46.70. 

130: 1 ROSENCRANIZ (N WDomsorl 
evens fav: 2. Poatseatho 1D1; 3. MaeJc Wte- 
arri 66-1 33 ran. 11 3V.. [Miss Vteneba 
Wtlbams. Heratonfl. Ibtre £2.40: £190. 
£3.20. £1140. DF: £7.90. CSF: £1166. Tno: 
£110 50. NR- Nordance Pnnce. 

34)0: 1 HONEY MOUNT IN LVtoamson) 9- 
4 tar. 3- Copper Can 9-2: 3. Pragoae n tst 

6- L 9 ran. 2. 6. IN walker. Kington Lrefa). 
ToCk £330; £150, £120. £170. DF: £5.70. 
CSF: £12.11 Tno: £11.00. 

330: 1 LA MEZERAY I'D WHstl) 5-1; 2. 
Henley WOotl 7-3: 3. Battetail 33-L 6 ran. 

7- 4 tav Hertwrt Bucrtanan (4tn). 1. 6 fMrs 
J HMUira. NewportJ. Tote: £7.10: £3.30, 
£2.00. DF: £1630. CSF: £21.99. 

4.00: 1 MUMS (A P McCoy) 3-1; 2. IJt- 
He iaha 7-4 (air 3. King of TT»e BRns 11- 
2. ID ran. l -ft. 3V.-. IK Brake. Waraafle). Tote 


iA3t, £110. £250. £160. OF; £7.00. CSF: 
£9.13. Tlfo: £4.90. FoBoudng 3 stei*arafS'<n- 
epMfy. No 7 Scoring Fte»yee, nfio finmed first 
was (fisquaWfecf omJ oteced tasL 
Qu-dpot 00 30. PlacopoC £23.00. 
Ptaos 8: £56.58. Place G: £45.39. 
LINGFIELD 

1200: 1 MIRACLE ND (W Ryanj 11-4 
Jt tar. 2. Protocol 11-4 ji fav; 3. CMef Pratta- 
tor 33-1 B ran. Nk. 27.-. 0 Gasdeni. Totes 
£3.70: £110. £110, 05-30. DR £2.30. CSF: 
£8.99. Trio; £13.60. 

12-40: 1 AMBASSADOR! (M RctteffSI 7- 
1 2. Bewt e wa to owe Charm 6-1 3. PWBs- 
ter 5-1 co lav. 8 ran. 5-1 co tav EnjnL 5. 
nk. (C Brmatoi.TottK £5^0; £3.20. £190. 
£3.10. DF: £1170. CSF: £41.73. Tncasn 
£183-94. After a uewanfc' toquuy i/n? ptoc ■ 
togs remained unaOerefl. 

Hth 1 SMITHBTEENS iSCopql 11-2 « 
fav: SL StatteOclan 10-1 3. Srtontaine 16- 
1. 14 ran. 11-2 it tav Speedy ClaMi-s H. 17.. 
'/i. IP Walwyni. Tote: £6.40: £1 60. £5.40. 
£6Ja DF: £67.50. CSF. £53.19. Trass: 
£777.64. Tno: £153.20. 


140: 1 HAYES WAY tS Sanders) 10-1: 
2. Premier 6-4 fav; 3. taerttasra 16-1. B ran. 
27.. 2¥.. (T Mfcl. TM« £6.10: LZ35. £110. 
£6.70. DF: £1110. CSF: £23.74. Tno: 
£123.70. 

2-lXh 1 STEAMROLLER STANLY IG 
Carter) 14-1; 2. Partor Champ 8-1 3. More 
Tlun You Know 20-1 9 rata. Evens tav Opera 
Buff. 3V;. 2'/.. tCCml. Tote: £24.70: £6 jX>. 
£3.60. £8.00. DF: £59.60. CSF: £109.36. 
Tno: £198.20. 

2^0: 1 JUST LOUI fT Sprahel 7 2 Jt tav, 
2. SBeot VaKoy 16-1 3. Masterstnolve 11- 
1. B ran. 7-2 Ji tav Last Chance. £.. 2V.. (W 
Turner). Tot* £3.60; £150. £2.40, £2 JO. 
DF: £23.90. CSF: £45.19. Tno: £103.50. 

3 JA 1 MADRINA (P Feswy) 5 2 fav: 2. 
School Boy 5-1; 3. Raw! 5-1. 13 ran. 5,4 
U Benv) Tot* £3.40; £150. £150. £3.60. 
DF: £9.10. CSF: £15.57. Tno: £1590. 

3.40: 1 ARZANI (R Muleni 6-5 tav; 2. 
ParaMoraasto 50-1: 3. Altayra 5-1. 8 ran. 
1-/:. 7. id Cosgrove). Tot* £180; £100, 
£12.50. £140. DF: £15.00. CSF: £38.74. 
Tnrast £308.59. 

Quadpot £68.50. Ptacepot £210.50. 
Place 0: £28096. Place 5: £186.10. 


THE INPEPENPENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 
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Boro move to allay fears over foreign affairs 


t One of Boro's boys 

■' from Brazil was pa- 

raded down at the 
" Riverside Stadium 
yesterday - not, 
however, the one the media, and 
indeed the Middlesbrough man- 
agement, had gathered to see. 

The frizzy-haired employee 
Bryan Robson calls “Emma" 
was visiting a sick aunL ft may 
have seemed very Jane Austen, 
but the ailing relative happened 
to be somewhere in the north 
of Brazil. 

In the absence, without leave, 
of the midfielder from Rio. 
Juninho was wheeled in front of 
the cameras and tape recorders 


to prove that Middlesbrough sdll 
had at least one bey from Brazfi. 

Whether Emerson will return 
to join him remains doubtful, 
even though Robson left ajar a 
door to possible conciliation. 

‘■I have not put a time on 
Emerson’s return,” the Mid- 
dlesbrough manager said, con- 
tradicting threats of legal action 
if the 24-year-old failed to re- 
port for training yesterday. 

“His auntie has been taken d 
and he’s gone to see her. That's 
[he latest I know. There are 
bound to be some problems in 
a dub which has SO players. But 
you don't expect players to go 
against contracts, especially 


when they are just a few months 
mto them.” 

Emerson, who has played 
justI4 games snee his£4m sum- 
mer move from Porto, intends 
to make hispremature separa- 
tion from Middlesbrough a per- 
manent one, ritmg his wife's 
failure to take to theTeesade air. 

His agent. Da Silva Vega, was 
in Italy yesterday, negotiating on 
his behalf with Pa rma Carlo 
Ancelotti, coach of the SerieA 
dub, is keen to invest the £4An 
Parma received from the sale of 
Gianfranco Zola to Chelsea in 
the uncapped Brazilian. 

The situation is also being 
closely monitored by Benfica, 


Simon Turnbull on the Teesside club 
who are trying to sort out problems 
with their Brazilian contingent 


Roma and Barcelona, under 
whose coach, Bobby Robson, 
Emerson played at Porto Last 
season. Middlesbrough, how- 
ever, insist he is not for sale. 

Indeed, Steve Gibson, the 
Middlesbrough chairman, has 
warned be may sue if Emerson 
foils to return to Teesside. He 
may also seek a ban by fifa, the 
game's world governing body. 

“Emerson has signed a four 


year contract with us,” Gibson 
said. “His future is here and he 
won't be allowed to lease." 

Given the circumstances, 
Jnninho’s choice of words yes- 
terday were perhaps unfortu- 
nate. “I have two years more,” 
he said. “I don’t want out." 

They did little to dispel the 
belief that being contracted to 
Middlesbrough, for the foreign 
legionnaires at least, is some 


Powling’s 
paupers 
can cash in 


Sudbury are ready to 
surprise Brighton in 
tomorrow's first round. 

Rupert Metcalf reports 


kind of internment. It was to 

counter such a growing per- 
ception, and to deny in public 
escape plans attributed to him 
in an Italian newspaper, that 
J uninho spoke in public yes- 
terday. 

With Branco gone, Emerson 
likely to stay away, Eabrizio Ra- 
vanelli reportedly unhappy, and 
Nick Baimby departed because 

of a disparity in his pay packet, 

Mi ddles brough’s gamble of hir- 
ing highly paid foreigners seems 

to be 'backfiring. 

They stand 15th in the Pre- 
miership table, with one point 
from their last six matches - 
ninff places below their station 




when Juninho started the influx 
in November last year. Jamie 
pollock, the local lad pushed out 
by Emerson, was ironically in 
Bolton yesterday, looking to se- 
cure a quick release from ns 
Spanish club. Osasuna. 

Robin Nichols started follow- 
ingTbe Boro, os they arc fowwn 
cm Tfeesside. in the days of rog- 

c^uriwui arul Hidcuni. Eu* 


itor of the tanzme riy<w w 

Moon, he insisted yesterday that 

revolt is far from the minds or 

Middleshrough supporters 

"They are just bewildered, he 
sakL^But a lot of fens thinkpeo- 
ple are taking the mickey. There 
was always resentment that these 


•v>y >{*J, ; *>•«#•; 

'3 i 


• T'g&Lj. 





FA CUP 
COUNTDOWN 


I f ever a team seemed ripe for 
plucking by hopeful FA Cup 
giantkillers. it is Brighton 
and Hove Albion. Bottom of the 
Nationwide League and beset 
by worries over where - or 
even if - they will be playing 
home games next season, it is 
difficult to imagine how their 
raorale can sink any lower. 

Sink it wtli, though, if they 
lose away to the Suffolk side. 
Sudbury Town, in tomorrow’s 
first-round tie. While the hu- 
miliation for Brighton would not 
be as extreme as it was in 1973, 
when as an old Third Division 
team under Brian Gough's 
managership they were beaten 
4-0 at home by Walton and Her- 
sham, it would still be hard to 
bear. 

Much to the chagrin of their 
long-suffering supporters, the 
Sussex seaside club are already 
something of a laughing stock 
for football's chattering classes, 
and defeat tomorrow would 
make that embarrassing situa- 
tion far. far worse. 

It might be expected that 
Sudbuiy 5 manager is only too 
happy to hear about his oppo- 
nents’ ongoing misfortunes, in 
the belief that they give his side 
a greater chance of victory. 
Richie Fowling is, however, full 
of sympathy for Jimmy Case, his 
opposite number. 3nd everyone 
else who cares about belea- 
guered Brighton. 

“No one likes to see a club 


in trouble, especially one with 
such a Cup tradition, but I'm 
sure they'll turn things round," 
POwling said. 

“Their supporters might not 
be able to see the light at the 
end of tbe tunnel, but when a 
club hits rock bottom something 
normally happens to pick them 
up again, and I'm sure that will 
be the case with them.” 

However. Pawling of course 
hopes that Brighton's fortunes 
do not take a turn for the bet- 
ter after until this weekend. He 
is realistic about his side's 
chances of success, though. “If 
we’re honest, eight times out of 
10 they’re going to beat us," he 
said, “but the Cup is about 
d reams and banana skins and 
we just hope that this might be 
one of them." 

“For the neutral fan, this is 
one of the ties of the round,” 
POwling added. “They’re not 
having a good season, with all 
their troubles, and they could be 
there for the taking. We’ve ob- 
viously got a chance ” 

Powiing knows something of 
the highs and lows of football. 
As a tough little wing-half and 
an England youth internation- 
al, he signed professional forms 
for Arsenal in 1973. Over the 
course of five seasons at High- 
bury, however, he only managed 
to appear in 55 League games, 
before a serious knee injury 
ended his playing career. 

Powiing moved on to Barnet. 
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Team changes go up on a bia^^anl on the totet wall at the ptetraesque Priory Stadium, 
home of Sudbuy Town, who are managed by Richie Powing (inset) Photegap h: Adam Scott 


where he started learning the 
managerial trade under Barry 
Fry. After spells in charge of 
Tiptree and Harwich, two Jew- 
son Eastern Counties League 
clubs, he has been manager of 
Sudbury since 1992. Now 40, he 
is employed full-time by the Dr 
Martens League Premier Divi- 
sion club. 

Powling’s squad has several 
players will Football League ex- 
perience. Tony English (who is 
also assistant manager), Nicky 
Smith, Steve Ball Owe Stafford 
and Michael Cheetham have all 
played for Colchester. The tall 
centre-forward Christian Mc- 
Qean has been with Northamp- 
ton, Swansea and Bristol 
Rovers, while his striking ride- 
kick lan Brown has turned out 


for both Birmingham and Bris- 
tol City. However, English and 
Brown are stru ggling with in- 
juries— as is the first-choice goal- 
keeper Steve Mokler, so 
19-year-old Dave Walton, re- 
leased by Watford in the sum- 
mer, may earn a chance to 
make a name for himself. 

Although this is their debot 
appearance in the first round of 
the FA Cup, Sudbury have 
played at Wembley more re- 
cently than Brighton. They went 
there for the FA Vase final 
(which they lost to Thmworth in 
a replay at Peterborough) in 
1989 -six years after Brighton's 
FA Cup final In 1990 Sudbury 
were promoted from the East- 
ern Counties League to the 
Southern (now Dr Martens) 


League, in which Powiing took, 
them up to the Premier Division 
in 1994. 

It will be hard to rise any 
hi gh er, though- “We’re the pan- ■ 
pcis of this league, "Powlmg ex- 
plained. “Sudbury’s only a small 
little market town, so we strug- 
gle. We can’t afford to get in- 
volved in the transfer market” 

Although their Priory Stadi- 
um is picturesque, it is inade- 
quate for anything loftier than 
their present level. Sudbury 
are awaiting planning permis- 
sion for a new stadium, which • 
they hope to start bufldiqg with- 
in the next two years - so a con- 
tinuation of this season's Cup 
run will provide much-needed 
revenue as well as much- 
appreciated prestige. 



Brolin fears for his future Sugar sticks to his guns 


Leeds United’s unsettled Swe- 
dish striker Tomas Brolin fears 
that his career may be over fol- 
lowing the collapse of his loan 
move to Sampdoria. 

The Swedish international 
believes it is unlikely that any 
club will employ him, after he 
failed a medical os he was on the 
verge oF signing for the Italian 
SerieA side until the end of the 
season, with a view to a per- 
manent £2ra move. 

“Its going to be tough. Word 
gets around," said Brolin, whose 
chances of moving to Italy were 
scuppered by a metal staple in 
his fool. 

The 26-vear-oId was aston- 
ished by the doctor's decision 
that he would have to have (he 
staple and screws - inserted af- 
ter he broke his foot in No- 
vember 1^4- removed before 
he could be passed fit. 


Doctors at his three previous 
clubs - Parma. Leeds and FC 
Zurich - had all passed him fit, 
Brolin claimed. 

“I met Sampdoria in Lyon 
and negotiated. The only thing 
remaining was a doctor’s cer- 
tificate and they sent me to a 
doctor for an examination,” 
the Leeds forward explained. 

“It was a purely routine thing 
and the thing I was least con- 
cerned about. And then the doc- 
tor said the staple bad to be 
taken out before he would rec- 
ommend me for Sampdoria. He 
thought the staple would give 
me problems in training and 
games. 

“T was in shock when I left the 
doctor's. I can hardly believe it 
would end up like this.” 

Brolin has had a stormy 18 
months since leaving Parma 
for Leeds for £4 Jim. He fell out 


with the former Leeds manag- 
er, Howard Wilkinson, and has 
been unable to patch things up 
with the new manager. George 
Graham, who tried to prevent 
Brolin continuing his loan with 
Zurich. 

Leeds threatened legal action 
if he did not return to EUand 
Road. Brolin then threatened to 
retire and, ironically, he may be 
forced into that if he decides not 
to have the staple removed. 

“I don’t have much hope 
that Sampdoria will change 
their minds,” he added, saying 
it would take six to eight weeks 
after an operation before he 
could play. 

Reports linking both Tot- 
tenham Hotspur and Leicester 
City with another Swedish in- 
ternational forward, Jesper 
Blomqvisl have been quashed 
by tbe announcement that the 


fleet-footed winger has left 
IFK Gothenburg for Mil an. 

The Italian SerieA dub have 
paid an undisclosed fee for 
Blomqvisl, who will sign a four- 
and-a-half year contract with 
Milan. They will pay around 
£2m for the 22-year-old striker, 
who will arrive in Milan early 
next month. 

■ Die Norwich City midfield- 
er Ian Crook was yesterday 
fined £250 by the Football As- 
sociation after admitting sign- 
ing for two clubs at the same 
time. In June Crook was re- 
leased by Norwich and agreed 
to join Ipswich - but withm two 
days be returned to Norwich af- 
ter Mike Walker had been re- 
appointed manage c. He signed 
registration forms with Norwich 
before the contract he bad 
agreed with Ipswich was de- 
clared invalid. 


Tbe Tbttenham Hotspur pic 
chairman, Alan Sugar, warned 
shareholders at the company’s 
annual general meeting yes- 
terday of tbe “most devastating 
implications" of last year's Eu- 
ropean Union Bosnian ruling 
on the transfer system. 

Sugar insisted that the Bos- 
nian ruling, which allows play- 
ers to move within Europe on 
free transfers at the end of 
their contracts, is a tremen- 
dous threat to the future of the 
game. He said; “We’ve faced all 
sorts of disasters in every season 
since I’ve been at the club but 
nothing as damaging as the ef- 
fects of the Bosnian ruling. 

“It is the greatest danger 
facing this club and tbe rest of 
football Even clever people 
such as Sir John Hall at New- 
castle don’t understand the 
ramifications of Bosnian.” 


Sugar added the industry has 
“not yet seen the worst of it”, 
adding that the ruling is a “li- 
cence for [football] agents to 
print money”. Agents are now 
telling players not to sign long- 
term contracts, and this is un- 
dermining Tbttenham’s plan to 
build a strong squad of depth 
based on a strong youth policy. 
Sugar claimed. He said it is up 
to English chibs to stand up to 
the agents - to “hard nose 
them” and “be tough”. 

Tottenham investors' anger 
against the dub’s management 
was directed at the dub’s fail- 
ure to make any major signings 
for tbe current season, whichls 
now one third over. 

One shareholder drew loud 
applause when he said that 
some members of the dub’s 
playing staff are “not good 
enough for Tottenham Hot- 


spur. We want the best”, he said. 
Sugar and the team manager. 
Geny Francis, said the search 
for quality players is continuing, 
but the competition is tough. 
Sugar said it remains his per- 
sonal goal to win the Premier- 
ship but “these things cannot be 
achieved in a flash-in-the-pan 
manner." 

Sugar convinced the AGM 
that the dub was in safe bands. 
He said; “People question my 
motives at Tottenham but the 
only thing I’ve pot out of the 
club since 1991 is unadulterat- 
ed stick. 

“The profits belong to the 

dub and not me. I see it as a per- 
sonal challenge to make Tbt- 
tenham successful. I will 
probably never be a popular 
character here, no chairman 
ever is, but you could have had 
Robert Maxwell.” 


A tale of a Romanian referee and a Portuguese hotelier 


Portugal 

Aberdeen and their 
former manager, 
_ Alex Ferguson, 
have unwittingly been linked 
this week with a bribery scan- 
dal which has been causing a stir 
in the Portuguese papers. 

Portuguese police have 
questioned a businessman over 
his allegations that he sought 
to bribe a Romanian referee on 
behalf of FC Porto 12 years 
ago, prior to a European Cup- 
Winners’ Cup semi-final 
against (he Dons when the 
Manchester United manager 
was in charge at PUuidrie. 

Fernando Barata, a hotel 
owner and the former chair- 
man of another Portuguese 

dub, Farense, has claimed that 
he had been asked by Porto to 


speak to the referee before the 
first leg. He said he had been 
asked to fix a 3-0 victory for 
Porto, but has not said how 
much money was offered. Por- 
to won both the home and 
away legs 1-0. 

Porto have fiercely denied 
the allegations but Uefa, Eu- 
ropean football’s governing 
body, has sought an explana- 
tion from the Portuguese Foot- 
ball Association. The referee, 
loan Igna, also claimed igno- 
rance of the bribery claims. 

“I’m totally surprised about 
these allegations.” Igna said in 
Bucharest yesterday. “I don’t 
know this person who is mak- 
ing accusations. I've never spo- 
ken to him." He said Porto had 
prowded aD three Romanian of- 
ficials for the match with air tick- 
ets, accommodation and food. 


“They gave me a watch, a lit- 
tle flag and a badge fbrpre- 
sents. Nothing else. 

“This is a war of words 
within the Portuguese me- 
dia. It has nothing to do 
with me. I remember Por- 
to were even angry at me af- 
ter the match for not 
awarding a penalty.” . 

The Portuguese players’ 
union has called for ao im- 
mediate investigation into 
the a ne gations, which, it 
claimed, were “threaten- 
ing the image and credibil- 
ity" of Portuguese football. 

Brazil 


There is, it seems, 
never a peaceful 
_ _ weekend in the 

Brazilian championship. A 


.; Finto was injured fol- 

.* eJes^L. . lowing his team's 3-2 win 

/ 'Vry'- vak • away to the bottom club. 

/. ‘ Fluminense, in Rio de Jan- 
iL .. eiro aoSunday. He suffered 

i vit concussion and needed 

stitches in a head wound af- 
ter dozens of Fluminense 
fans scaled the fences 
around the pitch affor die 
final whistle. Some-’at- 
tacked Pinto, who lashed 
” c 3^gg|gP(ir r out before being knocked 

ROUND THE WORLD 

Atietico officials. 

goalkeeper beaten up by.fens A Fluminense official said 
following a league match last - Pinto was to blame for the in- 
Sunday underwent surgery on cadent “He provoked tbe fens. 
Tuesday. Ricardo Pinto.oithe There is not a fence in the 


AROUND THE WORLD 


league leaders Ailetico Para- 
naense, needed a three-hour 
operation after a small dot de- 
veloped on his brain. 


world that could contain an en- 
raged multitude." 

The previous weekend, . 
there was chaos at the Mara- 


caaa stadium when directors 
from both. dubs interrupted a 
league game between toco da 
Gama and Bbtafbgotq protest 
at refereeing decisions. 

Play was delayed for more 
- than 20 minutes when Eurico 
. Miranda, a Vasco director and 
a member of tbe -Brazilian 

Cangres.ian on fo the pitch to 
complain abounhe goal which 
gave Botafojgoa 1-OTead. Vhs- 
co scored twice folkiwiiig the in- 
terruption but,- after their 
second goal, the president of 
Botafogo, Carlos Alberto Mon- 
■ tenegro. followed Miranda's 
example and rushed oh to re- 
monstrate with the referee. 

Miranda also threatened 
police who tried to udier him . 
off the - pitch — ty wanting 
them that he enjoyed parlia- 
mentary immunity. ' 


Vietnam ' 

A Vietnamese in- 
ternationaL Chu 
Van Mui, has been 
banned for life for leading an 
attack on the referee at the 
countiVs cup final last month. 

Mut steam assaulted the of- 
ficial after they had been beat* 
en 3-i by a provincial side, 
Dong Thap, m the televised 
Cup fi n al. The referee was 
lacked and punched and 
chased round the stadium 
Mui was judged to have led the 
his team - Ho Chi 
Mtnh City Police. 

The ban was not the end of 
MuTs problems - he has also 
been demoted a rank in the nar- 
tional constabulary. 

Rupert Metcalf 





bk name foreign p^xi* *vitf 
owning to 

“Nobodv knows wh.H to 
think at the moment, wc jt*» 
don’t know whats goutg on- 
There are so many rumour* ay 
iuj! about, and they rc nil Kid- 

Robson took the ewraortii' 
nan' step yesterday of raiMiay 
refuting one of them ; his resig' 
nation. His message was del*' 
cred on Middlesbrough > 

“Li vc wire 1 * telephone line, 
which also trumpeted the wench 
of a book charting the dub s Iasi 

1(1 years.- „ „ . jt 

“From Doom to Boom, 
seems, was a premature choice v ( 
of tide. 


League 
dubs end 
strike 
threat 


The threat of a strike by Nation- 
wide League playere w.is ended 
vesterday when League dubs 
agreed a new funding deal with 
the Professional Football- 
ers' Association. 

Under the terms of the new 
deal, the PFA will receive 
£750.000 per year for five 
years, with a further £600.00n 
a vear allocated W the clubs to 
spend on mutually agreed 
projects. 

The first payment, replacing 


the £560.000 the union received 
last season, will go on beoevo- * 
lent packages, insurances antjgL 
player education. The second 
sum will be allocated following 
discussions between the clubs 
and the PFA. although the pre- 
cise process has yet to be de- 
termined. 

The new package was agreed 
following a 30- mi nine discussion 
by chairmen and representatives . .. 
of all 72 dubs in London. The 
Football League secretary, 
Andy Williamson, said: “Obv i- 
ously we are pleased that this 
saga has now been brought to 
a satisfactory conclusion. It 
means that supporters and our 
commercial partners can be as- 
sured that there will be no dis- 
ruption to the League's 
programme.” 

The PFA had balloted its 
members on strike action after 
the dubs scrapped tbe kmg-run- 
ning Tradition of paying the 
union a 10 per cent levy from 
television screening rights. This 
season the League began a 
five-year, £125m TV deal with 
BSkyB, and the PFA chief ex- 
ecutive, Gordon Tfrylor, initial- 
ly demanded that the payment 
be restored. 

However, after the plavcre jb 
from the 72 dubs made their L 
vote - understood to be over- P’ 
whelmingly in favour of indus- • 
trial action - Taylor pulled back 
from the brink'in order to be- 
gin further negotiations. Those 
talks cleariy bore fruit, although 
Williamson stressed that there 
had been “compromise" on' 
both sides. 

The Football League presi- ' 
dent, Gordon McKeag, was 
yesterday served notice to quit 
after dubs overwhelmingly 
backed a call for a radical over- 
haul of the League’s structure. 

The Ipswich chairman David . 
Sheepshanks, Ron Noadcs of 
Crystal Palace, Jonathan Hay- - 
ward of Wolves and Oldham's . 
Ian Stott proposed the change 
which will see the seven-man, . . 
board replaced by a new nine-. .. 
man body. 

While McKeag will keep his 
title until he steps down next 
simmer, he will immediately re- 
linquish his position as board 
chairman if the move is agreed 
at an emergency general meet- 
ing of clubs next month. ' 
Scramble for pay TV, page 21 - 
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Football ,g 

fa aw rear round .. . ^ 

Wottlf V HDnO f7.45) , ’ 

NATtONWWC FOOTBALL « 

RUST DIVISION 
Ikanmam v OWnm (7.48) - 

SNWIOFF TOfiH LEAGUE Fkst DMue 
Newry v Dtaiery t 7J0i. 

LEAGUE OFWEMKl Pimtar 

I 7 . 45 I. amn V ShrOnumo i 7 . 45 *. 

Cricket 

Swafer. Soul 1 } 4uUrjAj). 

Other sports 

nanmional manat En0«tf liClw- . 

ICE smuMQ: Brush OunjMwhps 
SNOOKER; UK Owwrehip l P ra a m ) , J 
Olteh (Vand Pm (Lacana). 
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TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

159 

The number of goals j 
Wright has now scored - 
™senal, following his tWC 
foe Coca-Cola Cup figali 
Stoke City on Wednosd 
another 20 
Jreak Cliff Bastn’s record t 
become the all-time fosd 
«wer at Highbury. 
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Davies in line 
for Test recall 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

The wizard is back - well, al- 
most. Jonathan Davies was 


«th Australia in just over a fort- 
night's tune, and if the legendary 
utside-half survives ihencxi sc- 
a xnon debate and wins a place 
i the Sailing line-up, he will 
complete the most remarkable 
oraeback of modem times. 

At 34, Davies is finally be- 
ginning to rediscover some zest 
*r his country's national game, 
uch to the surprise of those 
'to watched him disappear 
o his shell last season after 


the unprecedented razzmatazz 
of his return from rugby league. 

Older, wiser and, if truth be 
told, a fair bit dower than when 
he last pulled on the only red 
shirt that matters in Wales - a 
union shirt - six years ago, he 
has nevertheless turned in some 
high-quality performances for 
Cardiff over the last three 
months and has been duly re- 
warded by the national coach, 
Kevin Bowring. 

Davies joins fellow outside- 
halves Neil Jenkins and Arwel 
Thomas in the squad, and if he 
squeezes past them and faces 
the Wallabies, he will add to ihe 
27 caps he so memorably won 
between 1985 and 19SS. He can 
also boast 14 league appear- 


. Players ‘in danger’ 
■ after withdrawal 


Rugby’s internecine power bat- 
tle has bordered on the farcical 
for the past nine months, hut 
even the cynics stopped laugh- 
ing yesterday as fears for play- 
ers' safety grew in the aftermath 
of the latest breakdown in talks 
between the leading profes- 
r sional clubs and their govern- 
ing body, writes Chris Hewett. 
•' Once Epruc, the clubs' um- 
brella organisation, took the 
-redictabfe step of formally 
•ithdiawing the top 100 players 
i the countiy from the forth- 
srning programme of divisional 
latches - a direct result of the 
illapse of talks with Rugby 
mtball Union representatives 
Northampton on Wednesday 
ie potential repercussions of 
.ding under-strength sides 
jinst tourists as powerful as 
aeensland, the Junior Spring- 
ks and, in particular, Ar- 
■ntina took centre stage. 

Tony Jorden and Phil Keith- 
oach, leading lights in the 
ondon division, were put in the 
iQsition of having to replace a 
earn full of top-level perform- 
ers with a hotch-potch collection 
\ of relative unknowns from 
, Rosslyn Park and Havant, two 
'< Third Division sides, for next 
Wednesday's match with the 
Pumas. “It’s shambolic,” Jorden 
said. “My worry is that players 
from that level could be exposed 
to danger in the scrums. This is 
causing incredible confusion 
among the players, who are the 
most important element." 

Richard Hill, the Gloucester 
■coach, had already withdrawn 
*\iree of his leading players 
£101 the Sonth-West side who 

) } the South Africans at Ex- 
. on the same day. "They arc 
(vulnerable playing in such 
Irak team," he explained. 


Apart from the safely con- 
cerns, the Epruc boycott makes 
a mockery of the national man- 
agement's selection plans for the 
England A team, who play all 
three touring sides inthe space 
of four days next month. At the 
moment the squad is drawn en- 
tirely from Epruc dubs. 

Epruc was still waiting for a 
response to their request to ad- 
dress the entire RFU commit- 
tee a week today. Peter Wheeler, 
the chief executive of Leicester 
and one of the club's regular ne- 
gotiators. fanned the flames by 
raising the renewed possibility of 
a breakaway by the senior sides. 

“Well be writing to each in- 
dividual member of the RFU 
asking for the chance to talk to 
the full committee before this 
thing goes farther than anyone 
would wish it to," said the for- 
mer England and British Lions 
hooker. “Wc do not want to 
leave the union but unless we 
do we may not get fair treat- 
ment. I'm' getting bored with 
saying ‘this is the" week we get 
an" agreement'. I’ve been saying 
that for the last nine months. 

“rf everyone signed under 
duress it would be a recipe for 
disaster. Let’s get the problem 
sorted so we can spend the next 
five years building up the game. 
Serious damage 6 being caused 
at the moment, from which we 
could lake an age to recover." 

The England pack leader Ja- 
son Leonard yesterday added 
his voice for a common-sense 
approach from both sides. The 
Harlequins captain, who wins 
his 50th fall cap against Italy to- 
morrow week, said: “I think 1 
can speak for all the players 
when I say wc want this sorted 
out as soon as possible. A so- 
lution has to he found." 


ances for Wales and 13 for 
Great Britain -ample testament 
to his all-round brilliance as a 
rugby footballer. 

“It's been difficult coming 
back into union but I'm de- 
lighted to have this opportuni- 
ty.” he said on hearing the news 
of his call-up. “There are three 
outside-halves in the squad but 
I've got a chance of playing, 
which is more than Fd have were 
1 still outside the squad. 

“It's nice to be recognised at 
the ripe old age of 34. I've had 
a run of games in the No 10 jer- 
sey for Cardiff, I feel quite 
comfortable with my rugby at 
the moment and I’m sure my ex- 
perience will be of help." 

Bowring, who has been im- 
pressed with Davies' control and 
clear-headed dedsfon-making in 
recent weeks, has also found 
room for three oLher league 
refugees: the Swansea centre 
Scott Gibbs and two forwards, 
the light-head prop David 
Young of Cardiff and the 
flanker Richard Webster of 
Bath. There is also a member 
of the Quinnell family in the 
squad, although not the one 
everyone expected to see. 

Scott Quinnell, who has been 
embroiled in an embarrassing 
public wrangle over interna- 
tional payments since he joined 
Richmond from rugby league gi- 
ants Wigan in the summer, 
stays on the outside looking in 
while his club-mate and broth- 
er Crajg, who has been the more 
eye -catching of the two over the 
early months of the campaign, 
wins a place as one of three 
second rows. 

Despite reports that Scott has 
settled his differences with the 
Welsh Rugby Union treasury, 
Terry Cbbner, the director of 
rugby, said yesterday that he bad 
been unable to finalise matters 
with the player's agent. Mike 
Burton. 

Four players who took port 
in Wales’ last home interna- 
tional match, the narrow defeat 
by France in September, are 
misang from the latest selection. 
Tlie Llanelli centre Nigel 
Davies, who captained the side 
that night, is still struggling 
with injury, as is dub colleague 
Mike Voyle, the second-row 
forward. The other absentees 
are the Neath hooker Barry 
Williams, who scored a try in- 
side the first minute of his Test 
debut, and the Pontypridd 
flanker Martyn Williams. 

Ieuan Evans, the former na- 
tional captain who was also in- 
jured in the early stages of the 
confrontation with France, has 
recovered from a lengthy lay-off 
and is one of only two faU-timc 
wings named by Bowring. How- 
ever. both Wiyne Procter and 
Gareth Thomas have played 
top-level rugby in the position. 


Inderwood still marking time 


LLEWELLYN 


c Hemeken Cup seems to 
c bypassed England's most 
al wing. Roiy Underwood 
darted in just one match — 
nsi the Borders — and ap- 
■ed briefly as a replacc- 
i against the French side 
during Leicester's unbeat- 
[arch through Europe, 
r morrow. Underwood, who 
d’ored 49 tries in X5 caps for 
md. must once more kick 
els on the replacements' 
sj for the quarter-final vis- 
Tarlcquins. The 33-ycar- 
u received a few 
rds yesterday from 
Dean Richards, 
i him i that Fvc been 
ituatfrn with Eng- 
rclale to how he 


_h athletes are sei to benefit from 
‘ million annua! windfall thanks to 
Spons Council Locsty PjnC. 
-.new lottery guidelines, compel! - 
g.» represent Scotland in a range 
, ns can expect varying levels of 
og to pay to coasting, training and 
arftltion costs. 


cketball 


aijfftn ICQ ASanu 35: lanro 110 
.yum 98: Qe»ar4 SI Pcrf-nd TO. De- 
Darner « ion: KaUmcan 1 08 r*?w Je- 
5* cjtojo 103 M-arrh 71: Sa- 4nvro 95 
as 83: War 105 S a o j i wna 74. 


Wxtd Boxing Organisation ban- 
■ ggfit Dtfe bCTneen holder Rob- 
1‘egan aid Drew Docnerty. of 
nd, will 00 *ead on 30 November 
Rhondda Fach Snorts Centre in 
3 -own. Ongnally the fight was 
ituled for the Newport Leisure 
-e on 14 September, before being 
to the Cardiff ice Pink on 19 


Ftetcher, the Western Proince 
is to taKfi up an off-season post 
aamorgan. Western PfCMnce wdl 
i Ffetther at the end of the South 
season untf ifi September what 
\6 resume hsS post at Newfonds. 

DMsion Reading are to start wwk 
£37m aU -sea ter stadium after 
s aaiod (tecaad pawwg per- 
Hie Royals plan to scut me 

g-99 season at thee new 25.000 

home cfose to the M4 mo- 

Peters, manager of Preston, will 
at (east £lm available to recruit 


feds" Richards said. “What mu j 
have to do is get your head di ami ( 
and cany on" working hard. " i 

Underwood's place has been J 
taken by Leon Lloyd, l' J . al 
player Richards describes U' "an \ 
outstanding talent who is gel- ' 
ting better with each game he 
plays". But the Tigers captain 
added: “In my eyes, Rory Un- 
derwood is the world's No I l':i»- 
isher. Ob\ iousiy Roiy is a little 
upset but at the same time he 
is raring to go." 

Bob Dwyer. Leicester's di- 
rector of coaching, said: ”1 be- 
lieve, and so do the other 
selectors, that his form has not 
been there. On the other hand, 
his last game. 1 thought, showed 
a fair bit of improvement, and 
his application to training has 
been 100 per cent. In fact since 
he has been drooped he has re- 


new players alter a £3.7m cash boost 
fram a group of the dub's major in- 
vestors. The remaining money will go 
towards the building of a new 6.000- 
seat stand at the jyound. 

ITMNSrae Stem HWsfi « tetentten Ptmbor 
twjgn la Purfnrm'iw: '£65.000'. 
MTERflATTQfUL FregllH.Y fCuiMJb*}: &aW 3 
iGoorni 14, Djjimima 481 Cameroon 0. 
WEDNESDAY'S IATE RESUU& VMdOte«KMH 
sic SBJCI 4 ito ar.flmof 46. UM.Emqm 56 
hw-td Sli Sijqtei : itflti 39i. C fcAte fc 
matt EnlyiMteM Bm (HteartW* feoffl: 
f.cvcm sumoa 2 cw uunds 1. Coon 


Pm 44. SfTiVimDbe Heroi 73»&aHe 7 fSwwi 
35. fa 4ncrai jcr. o uoso of; Cawwt OGfloig- 
I-jn 1 711 OS-t^wh 0*47 « Lw- 

foot i r.Yrtfa 14. itsttoxo 18. ftwte 48.731 
Crarar 'Neutoinj Liopool«homeio4«ral. 
It&kxmkk) Foams Uafo* Rni smuaStm- 
1 'Fattc S. 8o»cr 58. Todd eg SU 0aon 

1 iGiKioar 751;»Un&r, 2 iDuim 14, 

JOI uaj 3 taeijenamp 7. lemzn 3Q D- 
itt! 87 1 . ’.*» Brom 1 1 Cam car SOI awflw« IM 

2 r-VaVg 57. Ho=r»an 6P. Btem gte«* HOT 
FM OWblnr S .Wtrauxw 3 Ww 

O^Kf "fl EjE Ola 0. Avon bmuftnca OteU- 
nMjM K»» DMtfflK WWBWBH 2 OUST P. Ba- 
ts Cr, 3 Suarsej u teiacr 4 Soutnanxcon 1 

Pjrsrrouji 2 Bnsa Rseisft wowwwircatM 
0. ftmUns lareur Firrt Dhtatoc Sadxxol 0 nc*t 
>* 3; Huddmlrid 1 Prewar 0; 3 

Sunucwxl 3. Semut DMikK: Qarramy 4 Gim- 
tV 1: Bj"iey 2 Yorti Ct VarowswCft 3CaiUle 
t.umnjn ;w: mm OMakrC QirTHpoa S 
Chcsas' a Dtratsa 3 Mkyn 1: RocJxW* 4 Oxb®- 
tsa O. ScitomKh ; an 1 / ?■ sormwe 3 was 
U L reUMMUean Bnflwn DMMDK^t 
UiwiRMis3i - !«Er-suDef UnLtaMiR- 
ted Uapw Ptenter Phtatax: Poslirt m* tie* , 
tan . acuyjn. l umw i tjulan Lm ^i* 
DHMbk Sttemjme: 1 U/raham l.lma WM 
OowHiM iwfH FM DMMaK Sr HoWsOTraJ- 
ion L Itette Swb» Caimty I Mdnn !?<•**■ 
(ton; w»an 1 Hjrfvw 0 Sstey ? UAL 

UhtaMt UMad CawitlM CoaMtec LM0M rte- 

mler DMteac Bourne 1 Stmnts A Ure* C»W 
!: HcnffSan v E»mabu>-. SoaWmg 1 Bo*on T 9"] 

0 U4^C^BwtB8M*NWffOlW gl*lS i 

Xg5 3 FAUntirvTrBphr Second nw t yn gfr- 
ta* nslaiR Scngtiaume 2 fciettwy IW 1- 
mnMIMU^FWDMlIwSiieFHvO 
ww 8i) 3 FMOfaHon MMt Itemjni 

LBte>*rewoiiMoicB4iJ^7'jm^»igx »na3T3it 

Lu 3. 0 BctCfrinon rijnfn 3. NfcWI 

Coitei Ewt Iwfra n Wi au fi ftpttW ■*— fc 
P<rta». ; dipuer f E»>« 1 Sees 4 iMfM 
pfWjm«MtxjtUa<ue(^ »u<J n O io iJra l ti r it 


I ally done extra work. One of 
Airy's difficulties is that he can't 
n to training as often as he or 
'd like because of his job." 

|7 U Carling, selected at cen- 
| r - England, has been re- 
1 as the Harlequins' 

3[ 4fc.-half for tomorrow's 
1 ^Mike Call, the new No 
T jofoTjngland. has been given 
fiit. w^-kicking responsibfliues 
for Brffl* hi their Cup quarter- 
Lr elaSi tomorrow against 
Cardiff. Jor. Callard the club’s 
| jp point s-veOwr this season, 
las been droprred as fall-back 
■in favour of tfie Wigan rugby 
’league star Jason Robinson. 

Leicester Tigers' traditional 
CYhreunas dash with the Bar- 
barians on 27 December has 
haw fu bewitched to Tuesday. 
25 February* because of fixture 

conViestibu- 


MC Bnam ft*/ - T en Penne 5 : Can^jrthen Taw 
1 inter Cj«f-Te. 'jro.1 D; Gswy o Lbnsandhan) 
2: tlMUcodU Cwnartte 1» 4. FAYooCb Civ 
M ratadtv'^'!! Q Bar-rum Wjad O. Levnan 
0 Wd»lb« 37 tiner 0 Tonnuv 7. Veoml 3 
Bounerwn 3; iouavmintm 1 0. 

IMteiCupqmnvtfauteMhgtCremarere 1 
ftmoreg 0 Wgraayuie i. Owi Cm 
Quarta^bute: hamourg 2 Bochum 1. Frefiu>fi 1 
vs Snotor 1 1 jer. Stuqwt >wjn 4 2 an atm- 
desi. DbW*Ib^iii-*P» Jf’JnmaSgani; r*vns 
Ensdnde 5 Wlw H TaurgO: Vtesse fcwwm 2 
RHE HIM 2. Roeta JC totra* 2 fCC ItTncov 1 
n lrnumjir Irnr -71 - — nrUrn 1~‘* — 
as 2 Straftourg 0: Mec 2 Demn 0: lb Hawn 0 
1; Cufijpmj 0 Ajtme 0: tjm 3 &ce L lens 
3 Brrtexa 4; Cinws a UMMU tt Momp«*«r i) 

Caen 0. i Bte n u d ka i U FrtaadOu (MdORaK An- 
dorra 1 Errau 1- MraU: Le Canon 0 Iraq 0 


EUROPEAN SENIORS TOUR (Panted*. SMtej 
LmkM MCMKi^iHMd ceorac 136 B Wmw 

HSI 68 6S. MO n stem lUSl 70 m. Ml L NW- 
mo lUSl n 89.142 J Vtedonvu iSsam 71 71. 
163 B Carter 72 71 144 1 ft Ddcn IUSI67 77; 
B Bra* i US' 73 71. 1 RcUtRon 73 73: i Car 
[USI 70 74: ft SaflOBlUSl 73 71 146 A Brw*3 
71 74; $ WU4 T3 72: 4 Banfta fUSI 69 7& J 
Nnsefla 73 72: S Mhwcl< 74 71 148 J G48B- 
man 73 73: H Barrwnar: 72 74; D Suenccr ilIS) 
71 75: J Hamflwi 74 72: 0 Broom 72 74; J 
Mrfcmxl lUSl 74 73; J ftomison TSarei 71 75: 
B Hamwji lUSl 72 74; j Roach ;4oii 72 74. 
MISnUUMN WOMENS HASSlEAS ttoM COMt) 
u mfl i Ug B U rou nd tear—: K C limhow i Ggl. 

'.Aua: 

E OBsan (US1. CS W Rutan 'Ausi: w lunn mmi. 
69 J GHBUS lUSl: L Nadicnt lawnr; j Oafter 
(Auir. N Coflan (Cary: > SwAYoon (Ami; 5 Tut*- 
cr (USi. G8: 72 1 Malm C KaL 73 0 Red. 74 
D Barnanl; k uamufl. 76 H WadMorai. 
flUSIRMUN KA CHUnONSMP {SydtMyl 
Uadhg BBt-wmJ 56 W Rfcy l*U5': 

B Rosen idusj. 88 B iackan iGB>: C Gray I4u&>: 
G Hum iNZ): H and iUSi. 09 D OjOiC IQBI: J 
Tartar ifluM. g teectett 71 P McEMcy (ML 73 
A H&fi ICfl): 0 HftitMn iCBi: G Earns IGBl. 
DOMLOP PHOENIX TOURNAMENT (MyaaM; 
iopow) Urtullrit immri imuirllmnar 
pSs* stetefi®: 88 T Watson |US). 87 N Qaw; 
L WaateOM ICBi. 08 M Ojata. 89 Y KntK H 
Mrsha. TO C Rarj ifluS: F Fur* (usi. 71T Hamfl- 
tnn iUSi: P Smor (Auai. T NaWna; h Hast M 
Kunmote I Sua*, 1 H S TtfoU: S Otar- 
W. I tamo; C T»-mn* (Tail: H Xlakuio P! TOOU 
iCam. LMim iUSi. LNeuan nisi, sstectedt 72 
M A i'norc: 1 5pi. T BjOm OVni. 13 C Roma H3. 
75 F rwaw (N3. 78 J Urssiau: iu&i. 
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Greg Rusedski cracks a forehand during his win over Miles Madagan at Helford yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 

Bates makes early departure 


Tennis 

DERRICK WHYTE 

reports from Telford 

Jeremy Bates, who carried the 
the hopes of British tennis for the 
best pan of a decade, was beat- 
en 6-3. 6-1 by Paul Robinson, a 
22-year-old left hander from 
Northampton, in the second 
round of the Guardian Direct 
British National Championships 
at Telford yesterday. 

Bates. 34. the former British 
No 1 and winner of this title six 
times, retired from serious tour- 


nament play after Wimbledon 
this year but most people still 
expected him to beat Robinson 
even though he insists he is 
“playing only for fun" this week. 

Robinson, who had beaten the 
fourth-seeded Danny Sapsford 
in the first round, w’as always in 
control, breaking Bales' service 
twice in each set and losing his 
own just once in the match. 

Robinson won the first set in 
29 minutes after three succes- 
sive breaks had left him leading 
3-2 with service w follow and 
then won the second set in 30 
minutes with breaks frt the fifth 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Ice hockey 

NHL CctoJOo 4 Dct*>' J: P’-nli 5 Vonrca' 3: 
Vr ISI.VUC1 5 waniou-.cr 4 ol'. ; 

Vf FLin^n 1. Effmion - Crain ft Djaao 3 
CjITP r . 3 wL<: liuncim J Toronto 2 

Rugby League 

lestyn Harrti. Wamngron's Grear Bmain 
stand-off. has turned down the cnance 
to more to Leeds. Wamngton g »re Su- 
per League rivals Leeds die go-ahead 
roopentalk5withHams.whoirjastraTS- 
fer-feted m tfw summer at a «nrtd fecord 
fee of £l-35m, but Hams, who was on 
the recent Lions tour to the southern 
hemisphere, sad: ‘My burning desire 
is to join St Helens." 

Rugby (Jnjoa 

Leicester Tigers' traditional Christmas 
match against the Barbanans, which 
usually takes place on 2? December, 
has been moved to Tuesday 25 Feb- 
ruary because of a fixture dash. 
REVISED SOUTH-WEST TEAM ft Saudi Africa A. 
Eteter, Wednesday 20 ft BifadiA* 

(Reatri^'. B JoTvnon if*-e*uT' ATiareriEalni. 
N (hmed ' ^bJ\-L>j^MlOOc 411 Lkv. , G Slurp 
,UwMv: A Cnan lEiatcr,. A BflaoniBr ;Ejwm*. 
^.PfiuttildpBifii?^0.HBroott«iEju"' 1 . 
N CoiHM R Bmn lEunen. D Pratt 

rRestnfii. N Sautham lE'tfai. A HiW L\dw»'. 
0 AnMtrone »tem. Iteptoamantta 

D Bamtt J DaM> ILyon^i. M Alter 

iCntiOSirvair.. I OfcHtel Uwc. R 

HtOOMnon i£iOTMl. C Dnrin iNcotury: 

Snooker 

Jimmy White yesterday went out of the 
German Open at Preston. White, beat- 
en in an four of his matches so far dur- 
ing the 1996-97 season, unexpectedly 
lost 5-1 to the «xtd No 55. Mark Daws, 
m (be final quaWi 1 *^ round of trie event 
John Parrott was also denied a trip to 
the final stages m Germany by the 17- 
year-aid Londoner Dawd Gray after a ajr- 

pnse 5-3 defeat 

aCRMAH OPEN (Prater (UM FkvW gu?!- 
ihrtnj round: T Drago 1M4IB1 B> J Burwo (Enj<; 


5-3: M Wtems iWKM Pnw iE«) 5-i A Rp- 
btoit iCuni HI A Hamiiion iEng) si; u Oawis 
iCniJ V I Wtii* lEn? 5-1: 0 Morgan lUAlll M P 
Da^fi mi 5-0. S Davis iEjyj h I Saigsm iwuii 

S ^DHjnsMiBVJ CtBItoSan lEng) 5-3; O Graf 

■Enfl T I Pacoa ‘ErfJ &-3. 


KYUSHU GRAND TOURNAMENT (Fteiuako. 
Tapani Mth dar o f 15: a>uo injn 3. km J1 « 
Dorosno i2-3i; toduusiu I54J! H Utaoteunu 
•3-3.<; Mirain>u]i (3-2i U Stifasiuma «2-3l: Higo- 
noun (3 ?i Bt Oann ii-31: Kourvu i3-3j tx 
KommoMnd >1-41: ncHcuSmlbH r3-Z> M T«n- 
roanKa (3-21. Asamau i*! 1 n Hnteuahuzan 
liP: Atwyara 331 ft hoswmigi n-Aj; hanto 
<3-3) X tvoniawd i3-3i: Canju f3-3l u O^nsft*] 
10-51. Hoaonowsta (3-31 WTeroo ll-4i: Tomiksu- 
n .3-21 IK MiKnium 11-4); nlnalmu i4-l] bt 

Musosana ^anjhajuSi < 4 -2l bt TafaMd- 
k. I4-]1; Mcroivd-Ai (4-11 b: Asainyutaha (0-51; 
nuawru D-D b* Hamanoetima (1-41: 
Tatovrarm Q-D ft artrtw il-4i; umnnou 
i4- 1 j v A&anauu (1-4;: A*«(»no i4- u tt Kan 

'A"ll. 

Tennis 

SuntzertancTs Jakob Htasek, 32, an- 
nounced his retirement from oompet- 
itire tennis yesterday, saying 'k was tarie 
to turn the page'. Hlasek won fire sm- 
ges titles. 20 doubles and just over 
S5.5million i£3.Sm> in a career that 
spanned Id years. 

PHOENK/ATP TOW VrtHOO DOWCES CHAM- 
PtON$H|P (Hartfonl, CteawcOait) Roontf- 
roblte J EWiwun ISuej and N Muni iSwei M M 
KnaciK ittni ml D licstv iCam 4-6 6-4 6-4; 
J Erangn iNeini and P Kaaitus INetfil MS Lvtao 
(Can) ord A Qftnofi IUSI 7-Bfr4; T W«x*wJp 
(Auii ana M UinWv iflrni bt L Iktneh iBeO 
am B rjiftcB |SA1 6-3 6-* 8 BBch ana G 
Carol <Cani h T KanarOTi (US BtaO Wrsher- 
son iAus- 36 6-2 6-3. 

OUARDMN IXRECT BRITISH NAT10NAI. CHAM. 
PWNSHPS Petfonfl Men's sh«h>, aacsnd 
round: a FMwaion [Lrcsi u U Lee (Subokj 
&18-l;PRoBina»iiNaruijntslMJBa!ES®ur- 
royi 6w 6-i rsota*sri«MBBii btNVwarrHarB 
& OWI 6-4 G RuaabW n U KadUffln IW 
of 5«T 7 6 6-4, WbnMK)'* sIrcIok. qunrtor-6- 
nteK L AW (Devanj «H MdWWws (Berio) 63 
63: C Wood iSjsvn; m J Wood (MOO 7-5 3-8 
M: J Punm iSiKSml ML Lao mar [lYatwcksI 7-5 
60: CTjw iOkoti m 5 Snitfi (Essed 4-6 6-3 
6-4. 


and ninth games to move into 
the quarter-finals. 

Bates is shortly to take over 
as manager for National Train- 
ing at the Lawn Tennis Associ- 
ation and Robinson said: “It did 
cross my mind that I was play- 
ing the boss but Leighton Al- 
fred. my coach, said it would do 
me a lot of good if I played welL 
I had never played Jeremy be- 
fore but I have a lot of respect 
for him because he was our top 
player for so long. But I told my- 
self not to think about that.” 

Greg Rusedski, the British 
No 2. survived a difficult match. 


Gallian back 
on board 

Cricket 

England A will recall the trio 
who missed their victory over 
South Australia for the four- 
day match against the Aus- 
tralian Cricket Academy in 
Mount Gambicr. which starts 
today. 

Jason Gallian, a former grad- 
uate of the Australian Acade- 
my, returns after sustaining a 
hand injury in the opening tour 
defeat against a New South 
Wales XI in Tamworth. 

The veteran spinner Peter 
Such and the Lancashire fast 
bowler Glen Chappie, both 
rested for the triumph in Ade- 
laide, are also certain to play as 
England seek to keep their 
whole squad involved, although 
no decision will be made on the 
line-up until today. 
BWUWfcilramiiMABulchef.JERGol- 
lan. M P Waighan. A McGratfi, 0 A Shaft, A 

Cna »*- o WHeoaw, PM Such, 

A J Hams. 

AUSTBAIWH CRICKET ACADEMY Iftani; 1 
Pg^tCasasi. m CkEhwn. a Smfflv S 
LC^^^H^ianDTTvsme^jHewell. 
j Mai. P Siffuriand, S Hatch. 


Maligned 

Atlanta 

meets 

targets 

Olympic Games 


Billy Payne, head of the Atlanta 
Committee for this summ er's 

Olympics, has announced that 
the Games broke even. 

Payne confirmed that the 

Games wuuM meet their £1.1 bn 
budgeL “We will break even, 
and maybe have a few dollars 
left over, but not much,” ftwnc 
said. “We will tell the IOC [In- 
ternational Olympic Commit- 
tee] that our expense and 
revenue targets were met." 

The Atlanta Gaines were the 
first financed entirely by private 
funds. After recent specula- 
tion of a possible deficit, the 
IOC was anxious to get Payne's 
assurance that the Games 
would finis h in the black. 

Payne's report to the IOC 
comes amid continuing criticism 
of Atlanta. A report prepared by 
European Olympic officials is 
scathing oq several issues. It says 
the Olympic village was cram- 
ped and overcrowded, the food 
was bad, transportation was a 
mess and the ambience created 
by over-commercialism was 
“cheap and tawdry 1 '. 

Meanwhile, the IOC presi- 
dent, Juan Antonio Samaranch, 
has praised the Barcelona 
Games as Lhe best of all time 
and said the Atlanta Olympics 
were marred by a long list of 
shortcomings. 

Samaranch said he did not 
proclaim the Atlanta Games 
with the usual post-Olympic su- 
perlative because of the multi- 
tude of problems ranging from 
transport bottlenecks to tech- 
nology failures. “I was right by 
not talking of the 'best Games 
ever',” Samaranch claimed. 

He said that he had also 
withheld the superlative “best 
Games ever” alter the Saraje- 
vo Winter Olympics in 1984, in 
Albertville in 1992 and “I believe 
also in Los Angeles in 1984”. 

“I only say that when it is true. 
No one can dispute that Lille- 
hammer were the best Winter 
Games and Barcelona the best 
Summer Games.” 


having his service broken twice 
by Miles Madagan, the West of 
Scotland player, in the opening 
set to trail 5-2. But he won the 
next four games to lead 6-5. 
Madagan then held serve to 
force a lie-break but Rusedski 
won it 7-1 and eventually the 
match 7-6, 6-4. 

Samantha Smith, the British 
women's No 1 had a terrible 
day. losing her quarter-Final 
match with Claire Taylor 4-6, 
6-3, 6-4 before being criticised 
by LTA officiate for speaking out 
about the state of the British 
game. 


Steelers face 
European test 

Ice hockey 


Sheffield Steelers will be look- 
ing to maintain the recent resur- 
gence of the sport in Britain 
when they take on some of Eu- 
rope's best teams in Finland this 
weekend. 

In midweek Great Britain 
moved a step closer to qualify- 
ing for the Olympics for die first 
time in 50 years with a con- 
vincing 5-0 defeat of Slovenia. 
Now Alex Dampier's Steelers 
try to back up Britain's achieve- 
ments with a decent show in the 
European Cup semi-finals. 

It will not be easy. Al the 
same stage two years ago, Card- 
iff Devils scored three goals and 
conceded 40 in a pointless cru- 
sade to Minsk. Steeleis are un- 
likely to surrender as easily, 
which is mainly due to the new 
Superleague and the arrival of 
North Americans and Canadi- 
ans on these shores. 

Steelers take on the Norwe- 
gian champions, Storhamar, in 
today s opener. Tomorrow they 
face their toughest test against 
the host side, HPK Hameen- 
linna. before wrapping up the 
three-game series the following 
night against the Belarussians. 
Polymir Khimilc Novopoletsk. 

“Finland will be a huge, huge 
leap for us,” the Steelers' coach, 
Alex Dampier, said. “We arc all 
looking forward to iL” 


Lehman overhauls Faldo 


The Open champion Tom 
Lehman overhauled a four- 
shot deficit to take a one-stroke 
lead over the Masters champi- 
on Nick Faldo and Steve Jones, 
the US Open champion, in the 
first round of the rain-delayed 
MasterCard PGA Grand Siam 
of Golf in Hawaii. 

The four champions of golfs 
majors completed a round- 
and-a-half of the scheduled 
36-hole event, with nine holes 
slfil to be played today. 


England's Ben Jackson shot 
an opening 68 to lie two shots 
off the pace set by Australians 
Wayne Riley and Bryan Roach 
at the Australian PGA Cham- 
pionship in Sydney. Jackson 
was among a group of four on 
the four-under-par totaL 
Scotland's Catrkma Matthew 
shot the best round of her career, 
an eight-undcr-par 65, to take a 
one-stroke lead after the open- 
ing day of the Australian Ladies 
Masters on the Gold Coast. 


New rule improves game 


Hockey 

There is little doubt that the no 
offside rule introduced at the 
start of the season has im- 
proved hockey as a spectator 
sport, writes Bill CohrilL 
Surprisingly, and in spite of 
the high scoring by certain 
sides such as Doncaster, who 
seem to have come up with 
ideas ahead of others to take ad- 
vantage of the greater free- 
dom, there has not been a vast 


increase in the numberof goals? 
scored. The men's National 
League is averaging just over a 
goal per game more than last 
season while in the women's 
National League it is exactly a 
goal a game more. 

Few teams seem to have al- 
tered their tactics drastically. 
The fear of some coaches that 
the midfield would be by- 
passed, leading to a lot of long 
balls out of defence, has not ma- 
terialised. 


i tics." 
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Powling’s paupers 

Sudbury could be the surprise packet in 
4| the FA Cup, page 26 

Big changes 
promised 
by Strachan 


Football 

TOMMY STANIFORTH 

The new Coventry City man- 
ager, Gordon Strachan, yester- 
day gave a “do things my way 
or there will be changes" ulti- 
matum to his players as he sur- 
veyed the wreckage following 
the worse possible sum to life 
in the Highfield Road hot scat. 

The Coca-Cola Cup has not 
been Strachan's favourite com- 
petition in recent years, with his 
previous club. Leeds United, 
suffering a string of embarras- 
sing results against lower divi- 
sion opposition most notably 
Third Division Mansfield two 
years ago. 

But even they paled Lmo in- 
significance compared with 
Wednesday's 1-0 third-round re- 
play home defeat to Second 
Division Gillingham - a per- 
formance the like of which 
Strachan will not tolerate again. 

Strachan. reflecting in the af- 
termath of his first match since 
replacing Ron Atkinson, said: 
“If I fail it will be because 
we've done things my way and 
not anybody else's way. 

“The performances will 
change and. if the players listen 
to what I have to say, and play 
to the level of standard and ef- 
fort 1 require, (hen they should 
be all righL 

“If they decide to join me and 
where I’m wanting to go with 
the club, then One. but if not 
then there will have to be 
changes, ft is up to the players. 

“Maybe on this last occasion 
the lads were too nervous and 
tryins too hard to get me a win. 
I don't know about that, but cer- 
tainly myself and everyone con- 


nected with the club can t put 
up with a performance like 
that again. 

‘■Gillingham were well-or- 
ganised and wanted it more 
Chan us. They wanted to win the 
scrappy ball more than us and 
it's when vou win the battle that 
you can play the football.*’ 

Strachan admitted: “1 had 
some horrendous results in the 
League Cup at Leeds. I’ve had 
body blows before but that 
doesn't mean that it softens the 
pain this time around. We've 
also got to be very brave about 
Wednesday's game and look in 
the mirror and say: ‘That will 
never happen again.* 

“Leeds had those knock- 
backs but went on to achieve 
great things like winning the 
League championship and qual- 
ifying for the European Cup. 
We ve also got to look to 
bounce back - starting with 
Wimbledon on Saturday." 

Strachan hinted that he is 
likely to encourage a more di- 
rect “shoot -on-sight" policy af- 
ter his side's chances could be 
counted on one hand. He said: 
“If your style of football is veiy 
nice-looking but there are no 
shots on goals or crosses as the 
end product then it is failing. 
There were times against Gill- 
ingham when we played some 
nice football without getting 
anywhere." 

Strachan at least may take 
heart from the comments of his 
striker Noel Whelan, who is de- 
termined to repay the faith 
shown in him by his new man- 
ager after being charged with 
drink-driving and becoming in- 
volved in a training-ground 
fight with his team-mate. Dion 
Dublin. 


Whelan said: “1 have messed 
up. I have got myself a bad 
name by doing what I did and 
also earned the club some bad 
remarks which isn't fair. I want 
to rectify my mistakes by doing 
well, getting sorted out and 
scoring some goals." 

Chariton's England Under-21 
defender Jamie Stuart could be 
back in action within two weeks 
after being injured at Liverpool 
on Wednesday. The Charlton 
manager, Alan Curbishley, be- 
lieved his 20-year-old left-back 
had suffered a broken leg dur- 
ing a challenge with Michael 
Thomas in his side's 4-1 Coca- 
Cola Cup replay defeat at An- 
field. However, X-rays revealed 
that Stuart, who was carried off 
in the 56th minute, had suffered 
only severe bruising. 

Neil Ruddock looks likely to 
retain hisplace in the Liverpool 
starting Une-up and revive his 
Premiership career at Leeds on 
Saturday. His manager, Roy 
Evans, gave him his chance 
against Charlton at the expense 
of Phil Babb and Ruddock re- 
sponded superbly. Babb bad 
been an ever-present this season 
but paid the price for a poor 
game in the 3-0 defeat against 
Blackburn. Now the former 
Tottenham defender appears 
set for a run in the team after 
withdrawing a transfer request. 

Evans saluted him following 
the victory over Charlton: “Ra- 
zor has had to be patient. But 
we have thrown him in and he 
has responded ia a way we 
would have hoped. 

“We have a big squad and 
that can give you a headache. 
We have a lot of good players 
and it is a problem many peo- 
ple would like to have." 
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Monday's Solution 
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ACROSS 

I Girl. US student, reduced 
to one high grade (6) 

5 Fancy Don? l&l 

S It’s Oscar Wilde’s last letter, 
composed in exile | 0 ) 

9 Drained, drawn, without 
\igour ultimately |5 1 

I I Dress ( sack l making come- 
back (4) 

12 Homely piece containing 
music for certain bells? 7 HM 

13 Music piece in English pa- 
per in NE (SI 

15 Bank in South, drawing out 
very small figure l5i 

17 March during physical 
training, with roundabout 
route? (51 

19 Salad plant, note, among 
crinkled prunes (S> 

22 Just the places for airing 
suits (,101 

23 Crooks new in the patch 
(4t 


Till point durin» hit of fenc- 
ing (5) 

Show sheet introducing an 
essay (*>) 

Survives for ases f 4,21 
Go for roeortf in sudden 
dash (m) 

DOWN 

Faulty column? Musi be Lbe 
settlement (7) 

NUT? (4) 

Spanish location for a fic- 
tion without dialect? (S) 
Cautions the Parisian en- 
gaged in deceptions (6) 
Sends up flag bordered with 
jades 1 9> 

Damage most of .Anne’s 
tern? f7) 

Punishing circumstances? 
One yields to nothing, being 

E n.* pared (2.3.6) 

(rafted at random, always 
roped in? Yes. continually 



I.VJI 

14 Acts disarmingly, you might 
say (d( 

lb Searched for drink, report- 
edly vintage (Nj 

15 Flatter - otherwise laud - 
with a note (7) 

3) ‘The .Accomplice', a play 
that's over ine hill? (7) 

21 Success, gelling ahead? 
Thai's Ihe ticket (6) 

24 Distortion's offensive on 
page 1-4 > 



Jeremy Bates feel the pressure as he bows out of the National Championships in Telford yesterday 


Report, page 27; photograph. Allsport. 


Botham back in England fold 


Cricket 

ADAM SZRETER 

No sooner has Raymond Illing- 
worth turned his back on the 
England Test scene than Ian 
Botham, effectively barred from 
office during Illingworth's term 
as chairman of selectors, has 
strolled in at the invitation of 
David Lloyd, the England 
coach, and will act as technical 
adviser on this winter's tour of 
Zimbabwe and New Zealand. 

Botham, who has been lim- 
ited to media work since his re- 
tirement as a player three years 
ago, will be on the winter tour 
as a Sky TV commentator. But, 
as Lloyd revealed yesterday, he 


will also be involved in bowling 
coaching as England try to pre- 
pare for next summer’s Ashes 
series against Australia. 

Lloyd said: “1 have wanted 
lan to be involved with us for 
some time. And this winter we 
will be using his technical skills 
- especially on the bowling 
side. Ian is very happy to be 
asked - and the invitation has 
come from me. I have been 
mates with him for a long 
time and this is a personal 
arrangement." 

It is not thought that any 
money is involved but Botham's 
unofficial appointment repre- 
sents a major coup for Lloyd, 
who took over as England 
coach on a full-time, two-year 


contract at the end of the sum- 
mer after initially being given 
the job on a trial basis back in 
April. 

The England team leave for 
their 14-week tour on 25 No- 
vember and Botham is expect- 
ed in Zimbabwe shortly before 
the first of two Ifests against the 
Zim babweans either side of 
Christmas. England then play 
three Tests in New Zealand in 
the New Year. 

Botham was frequently out- 
spoken during his record-break- 
ing but turbulent Test career, 
most notably in his description 
of the England selectors as 
“gin-swilling dodderers". That 
and a number of other trans- 
gressions. including smoking 


cannabis - for which he was 
banned for three months - and 
being charged after an assault 
during an aeroplane flight in 
Australia, ensured that Botham 
would not find it easy to get 
bade into the England set-up at 
any level following his final 
Tfest match, against P akis tan at 
Lord's in 1992. 

At the start of last season he 
was nominated as an England 
selector by Northamptonshire 
and Derbyshire but was sound- 
ly beaten m the election by Gra- 
ham Gooch and David 
Graveney. Botham's newspaper 
and television commitments, 
plus bis own admission that he 
did not relish the prospect of 
watching endless hours of coun- 


ty cricket, undoubtedly coun 
ed against him. 

Later in the summer , alon 
with his former England team 
mate Allan Lamb. Botham lost 
a protracted and costly libel 
action a gains t the former Pak- 
istan captain Imran Khan, 
which many observers felt did 
little for the game's ‘image, or 
that of Botham hims elf 

Now Botham, whose coach- 
ing at the moment extends to the 
Sultan of Brunei’s son, has been 
given the green light by Lloyd 
but, great all-rounder though he 
was, it remains to be seen 
whether he has the capacity i : 
translate his extraordinary n ■' 
uraJ ability into language that • 
gifted players can undeista 


Damon Hill returned to the cockpit yesterday for the first time 
since winning the world championship. Jhis is what happened.. 
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Four weeks after winning the 
Japanese Grand Prix to clinch 
the Formula One World Dri- 
vers* Championship. Damon 
Hill was forced to take in an- 
other view of Stizuka’s scenery. 

Hill crashed heavily while 
testing tyres at the Suzuka cir- 
cuit yesterday in his first session 
with his new Arrows team, but 
escaped unhurt. He was driving 
a Ugier for the planned two- 
day test - because he is too tall 
to fit in the Arrows car which 
has not yet been adapted for 
him - and lost control of his car 
at low speed on cold tyres on 
the exit of the hairpin and 
spun around before colliding 
with the wall on the inside of 
the track. 

The impact ripped two cor- 
ners off the car and wrecked the 
gearbox, causing the Arrows 
team to abandon testing a day 
early. The team were evaluat- 
ing die Bridgestone tyres which 
they plan to use next season. 

HB1 triumphed at Suzuka on 
13 October in his final grand prix 
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for WiUiams-Renault, who Hill's eighth grand prwATn of Hill had impressed his new team 
sacked him for the 1997 season the season and 21st in %U. before crashing. He set a best tap 
in favour of the German rook- Signed by Torn WhyanshaWs of -1mm 40.14sec, which broke 
k Hednz-Harald Erentzen. It was Arrows team in fate jpptember, the lap nxord for the car by more 


Off target The Ugier ca- 
(left) of the Arrows teat 
towed off the Suzuka tn- 
after being crashed by 
Damon MSB (above) 
Photographs: Empics 

than 1 .Ssec. Hffl said befon 
mg; ‘The purpose of this w 
to get out there and esfc 
where they fthe tyres] stanc 
and what their potential is. ... 

‘‘There will be the oppe 
nity to go into several drae 
-directions, I expect, so it** 
portant for me to get up to s 
with them.” 
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